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"II will eland in need (jf a commentary to malce it in- 
UtUgibUr 

" Not at all," replied Sampson ; "for if it eo plain, that 
there ie tto difficaUf) in it: children thumb it, hoye read it, 
mea imderitand it, and old/olkt commend it." 

Don Quixote. 
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INTBODUCnON TO THE SEBEES. 



Thi objeat of tbe ' BimBUJiriKa LiBusT' b to proTid* the 

jonng and, genenll; spealing, tlie ima edao«t«d portion of tb« 
conmninitj with books irliialk the; iiill And readaiU. 

Uailj BimiUr prcgecft have been Btutod, tnd li»a &ikd. 
The FropTiet«n of the prwent ' Jasrass ' beliere that those 
&£ur(is are to be asoi'tbed to a fandunaiital defimBDi^ nhiab, 
•with proper attention and caie, ma; be liillj supplied. 

Id 'Bndertakiiigs of tbia Und too little allowaDoe haa been 
made for what ma; abnoat be termed the NjiulsiTeims of a 
booli to the untutored mind. ChUdnm freed &om irksome 
tasks, and Korkiog men wearied with a hard day's toil, cannot 
possib!; be induced to read until the; find oat what a wealth 
of witertainnient is concealed nndar the hsrd, ungracefnl lonna 
of tjpogntph;. Ifothing appears mors certain than that the; 
will not read at all, nnkM materiala are pUoed baCbre them 
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whioh an oaloukted to aroiue their inte 



The prnctioal problem, therefore, to be aolTed il, to fdruiah 
B aelection of vitxclu which will appeal to that doDiiiuait prin- 
cii^e in the human hieut, the Iots of pleoanra. The aim of the 
Bditor of the'XhroBT.uinii'S'LrDUAST' is to provide on ample 
and Taried repaat for the gratiScation of this initinot. The 
ooncentration of bis efforts upon tbia tingle point will give the 
pment aeries of books iti distinctiTe ohaiaotta-, 

A glance at the aourees npon which be baa already drawn 
will, it is belieTed, convince those who are acquainted with 
English literatore, that soeh Tolnmei ai the 'EKTBBTinnNa 
IiiBBABT ' promises to contsin will necessarily tend to enlarge 
the intellectual views, and to direct and strengthen the moral 
sentiments of every reader. But the prime end kept in view 
will be to afford, in a wide and liberal sense, pleasure and 
amagement i and to this end whatever beSie more directly 
upon the practical utilitiei of life will lavariabl; be held 
auhordiaate. 

It is proper to state that the Editor assamee the right of 
adapting the ori^nal teits so aa to snit his purpose. Orsm- 
matioal construotiDns which are too involved and difflcolt will 
be simplifled ; modem words and idiomt vrill be sobstitated 

Cooak 



fin Booh ta lure beoome ob«olet« oi nearly obsoleta g mnd in all 
oaaea pisugM vhicli ue nnBuitabls to the 70niig will be 
expunged. 

Esolt of tho TOlumM will Iw embellisfaed with « Mrisa of fuQ- 
page illnatratioiiB drawn by l£i. Sanderoook, Ki. Shields, uid 
other artiste itf Roknowledged merit. 

Special attention will be paid t4> the binding of the Tolumee. 
The; will be prepaivd tor being well thumbed. The tj^pe, alio, 
in which they will be printed will be of the oleanat and die- 
tinolest kind (hat can be pn>ctu«d. 
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"Every tmt is familiar with the ' Vicar o£ Wakefield.' 
We read it in youA and in age. ' We return to it again and 
again; and toe bUes the memory of anquthor who coniributee 
eo well to reconcile u« to hmnan nature.' With tie eaee of 
efyle, ite titrne of thought, m tohimeieal yet wite, and Ae 
humor and wit which eparkle freshly through its narrative, 
tM Tiave all of tie profitably amtised the idle or vacant Aour. 
And while it ha» amuied, it has made us h(^^ner ; while 
gentiy imoeaving itself with our habits of thought, it has in- 
creased our good humor and charily, ittsensiily corrected 
wilfitl impoMaiaes of temper, and made the uxn-liFs dai^ 
!r and kmder to M oU." 
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VICAE OF WAKEFIELD. 



THB BBBOEIWIIMI < 



I HAD taken orders acarcel/a year, before I began to think 
seriooslf of matrimony, and chose laj wife, as she did her 
wedding-gows, not for a fine glossy enrface, but for Buch 
qualities as would wear well. To do her justice, she was a 
good-natured notable woman ; and as for breeding, there 
were few country ladies who could show more. She could 
read any English book without much spelling; but for pick- 
ling, preeerring, and cookery, none could ezcel her. She 
prided herself also upon being an excellent contriver in 
housekeeping ; though I could never find that we grew 
richer with all her contrivances. 

However, we loved each other tenderly, and our fondness 
increased as we grew old. There was, in fact, nothing that 
pould make os angry with the world or each other. We had nn 
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elegant house, eituated in afine country, and a good neighbour- 
hood. The year was spent in moral or rural amusements, in 
visiting our rich neighbours, andrelieving such as were poor. 
We had no revolutiona to fear, nor fatigues to undergo ; all 
our adventures were by the fireside, and all our migrations 
from the blue bed to the brown. 

As we lived near the road, we often had the traveller or 
stranger visit us to taste our goosebeny-wine, for which 
we had great reputation ; and I profess with the veracity 
of an historian, that I. sever knew one of them tind fault 
with it. Our cousins, too, even to the fortieth remove, camo 
very frequently to see us. Some of them did ua no great 
honor by these claims of kindred ; as we had the blind, the 
maimed, and the halt amongst the number. However, my 
wife always insisted that as they were the same flesh and 
blood, they sbonld eit with ua at the same table. So that if 
wo bad not very rich, we generally had very happy friends 
about tM ; for this lemuk will hold good dkrou^ life, that 
the poorer the guest, the better pLeaeed he ever ia with being 
well treated : and as aome men gaze with admiration at 1-be 
colon of a tulip, or the wings of a buttetfiy, bo I wna by 
nature an admirer of happy humaa facta. However, when 
(my one of onr relations was fouod to be a p«soii o£ very 
bad charaot«r, a troublesome gnest, or one we desired to get 
rid of , upon his leaving my house, I ever took care to had him 
a riding-coat, or a pair of boots, or aometimea a horae of 
email valae, and J always had the aatiafaotioB of finding be 
never came back to return them. Sy ^lia tb9 ttoua^ wa^ 
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cleared of such as we did not like ; but never was the family 
of Wakefield known to turn the traveller or tlie poor depen- 
dant out o£ doora. 

Thus we lived several years in a state of much happi- 
ness, not bat that we sometimes had those little ruba which 
Providence sends to enhance the value of its favors. My 
orchard was often robbed by school-boya, and m; wife's 
custards plundered by the cats or the children. The 'Squire 
would sometimes fall asleep in the most pathetic parts of 
my sermon, or his lady return my wife's civilities at church 
witb a mutUated courtesy. But we soon got over the uneasi- 
ness caused by Buoh incidents, and usually in three or four 
days began to wonder how they vexed us. 

My children, the offspring of temperance, as they were 
educated without softuess, eo they were at once well formed 
and healthy ; my sons hardy and active, my daughters beau- 
tiful and blooming. When I stood in the midst of the little 
oircle, which promised to be the supports of my declining 
age, I conld not avoid repeating the famoua story of Count 
Abenaberg, who, in Henry IX.'s progress through Germany, 
while other courtiers came with their treasures, brought his 
thirty-two children, and presented Uiem to his sovereign 
OS the moat valuable ofEering he had to bestow. In this 
manner, though I had but six, I considered them as a very 
valuable present made to my country, and oonseiiuently 
looked upon it as my debtor. Our eldest son was named 
Qeoi^, after his nncle, who left us ten thousand pounds. 
-Our second child, a girl, I intended Ui call' lifter her aunt 
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Griaset ; but my wife, who had a fancy for fine uuues, in- 
sisted upon her being called Olivia. In lees than another 
year we had another daughter, and now I was determined 
that Grissel should be her name ; but a rich relation wishing 
to stand godmother, the girl was, by her directions, called 
Sophia, BO that we had two romantic names in the family ; but 
I solemnly protest I had no hand in it. Moses was ournest, 
and after an interval of twelve years, we had two sons more. 

It would be fruitless to deny my exultation when I saw 
my little ones aboat me ; but the vanity and the satisfaction 
of my wife were even greater than mine. When our visitors 
would say, "Well, upon my word, Mrs. Primrose, yon Iwivo 
the finest children in the whole country." — "Ay, neighbour," 
she would answer, " they are as Heaven made them, hand- 
some enough, if they he good enough ; for handsome is that 
handsome does." And then she would bid the girls hold up 
their heads ; who, to conceal nothing, were certainly very 
handsome. Mere outside is so very trifiing a circumstance witli 
me, that I should scarcelyhaverememberedto mention it, had 
it not been a general topic of conversatiou in the country, 
Olivia, now about eighteen, had that luxuriancy of beauty 
vrith which painters generally draw Hebe ; open, sprightly, 
and commanding. Sophia's features were not so striking at 
first, but often did more certain esecution ; for they were 
soft, modest, and alluring. The one vanquished by a single 
blow, the other by efforts successively repeated. 

The tamper of a woman is generally formed from the turn 
of her features, at least, it was so with my daughters. Olivia 
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wished for manf lovers, Sophia to secure one. Olivia wis 
often affected from too great a desire to please ; Sophia even 
repressed excellence, from her fears to offend. The one enter- 
tained me with her vivacity when I wae gay, the other with 
her sense when I was serious. But these qualities were 
never carried to excess in either, and I have often seen them 
exchange characters for a whole day together. A suit of 
monming has transformed my coquette into a prude, and a 
new set of ribbons has given her youiger sister more than 
natnral vivacity, lij eldest son, George, was bred at Oxford, 
as I intended him for one of the learned professions. My 
second boy, Moses, whom I designed for busiueas, received 
a sort of miBcellaneons education at home. But it is need- 
less to attempt describing the particular characters of young 
people that had seen but very little of the world. In short, 
a family likeness prevailed through all, and properly speak- 
ing, they had but one character, that of being all equally 
generous, credulous, simple, and inoffensive. 



CHAPTER II. 



THEtemporal concerns of our family were chiefly committed 
to my wife's management; as to the spiritual, I took them 
entirely under my own directions. The profits of my living, 
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flttch ftmouDted to but thirty-flve pounds a year, I made 
over to the orphans and widows of the clergy of onr dioceae ; 
for having sufficient fortune of my own, I was carelesa of 
temporalities, and felt a secret pleaanre in doing my dnty 
witiiont reward. I also formed a rasolntion of keeping no 
curate, and of being acquainted with every man in the 
parish, exhorting ih« married men to temperance, and the 
baeheloTH to matrimony: eo that in a few years It was a 
common saying, that there were three strange wants at 
Wakefield, a paraon wanting pride, young men wanting 
wives, and ale-houies wanting customers. 

It was, perhaps, from hearing marriage ao often recom- 
mended, that my eldest son, just upon leaving college, fixed 
his affections on the daughter of a neighbouring clergyman, 
who was a dignitary in the church, and in circumstances to 
give her a largo fortune. But fortune waa her smallest ac- 
complishment. Miss Arabella Wilmot was allowed by all, 
except my two daughters, to be completely pretty. Her 
youth, health, and innocence were Htill heightened by a 
complexion so transparent, and such a, happy sensibility of 
look, as even age could not gaze on with indifEeronce. Aa 
Mr. Wilmot knew that I could make a very handsome settle- 
ment on my son, he was not averse to the match ; so both 
families lived together in all that harmony which generally 
precedes an expected alliance. Being convinced by experience 
that the days of courtship are the most happy of our lives, 
I wae willing enough to lengthen the period ; and the various 
amnsemeiits which tie young oonple every day shared in 
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each Other's company, aaemed to inoraaM their paeiioii. We 

vere generally awaked in the morning by muaio, uid on fine 
A»y» roda ft-himting. The houiH between breakfaat and 
dinuti the ladies devoted to dress and study : they maally 
read a page, and then gaied at theouelvsa in the glaas, whioli 
even philaophen might own often presented the page of 
greatest beauty. At dinner my wife took the lead ; for as she 
always insisted upon carving everything hers^ it being her 
mother's way, she gave ut upon these oecasiena the history of 
every dish. When we had dined, to prevent the ladies leaving 
na, I generally ordered the table to be rtmoved ; and some- 
times, with the mnsio-uuMter's asmstaoce, the girls would give 
us a very agreeable coneert. Walking oat, drinking tea, 
country dances, and forfeits, shortened the rest of the day, 
without the assistance of oarda, aa I hated all manner of 
gaoling, except backgammon, at which my old fnend and 
I soroetimee took a twopenny hit. 

Soma monbtui passed In this manner, till at last it was 
thought convenient to fix a day for the unptiala of the young 
couple, who seemed earnestly to desire it> During the pre- 
parations for the wedding, I nwd not deacribe the busy im- 
portance of my ivife, nor the sly looks of my daogbtera : in 
£aot, my attmtion was fixod <ui another object, the oomplet- 
tng a tract which 1 intended shortly to publish in defence of 
my favoiite principle. Looking upon this ai a master-piece, 
both for argument and style, I could not, in the pride of my 
heart, avoid showing it to my old friend Mr, Wilmot, as I 
tnadfl no doubt of raoeiring his approbation ; but Dot till too 
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late I dUcovered that he was most violently attached to the 
contrary opinion, and ynth good reason ; for be was at that 
time actually courting a fourth wi£e. Thia, aa may be ex- 
pected, produced a diBput« attended with Bome acrimonf, 
which threatened to interrupt onr intended alliance ; bnt on 
the day befiH^ that appointed for the ceremony, we agreed 
to diacusa the subjeet at large. 

It waa managed with proper spirit on both sides : he 
asserted that I waa heterodox, 1 retorted the charge ; he re- 
plied, and I rejoined. In the meantime, while the contro- 
Tcrsy waa hottest, I waa colled out by one of my lelatitais, 
who, with a face of concern, advised me to give up the dia- 
pute, at least till my aon'a wedding was over. " How," cried 
I, " relinquish the cause of tnith, and let him be a husband 
already driven to the veiy verge of abaurdity. Ton might 
as well advise mo to give up my fortune, as my argument." 
" Your fortune," returned my friend, " I am now sony to 
inform you, is almost nothing. The merchant in town, in 
whose handa yonr money was lodged, has gone off, to avoid 
a statute of bankruptcy, and is thought not to have left a 
shilling in the pound. I was uuwilliug to ahock you or the 
family with the account till after the wedding ; but now it 
may serve to moderate your warmth iu the argument ; for, 
I suppose, yotir own prudence, will enforce the necessity of 
diaaembling, at least, till your aon has the young lady's for- 
tnne aecure." — " Well," returned I, " if what you tell me be 
tme, and if I am to be a beggar, it ahall never make me a 
rascal, or induce me to disavow my principles. PU go thia 
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moment and inform the company of my circmnstanceB ; and 
as for the argnment, I even here retract mj former concea- 
aioDB in the old gentleman's favor, nor will I allow him now 
to be a huaband in any sense of the expTeasion." 

It would be endlesa to describe the different sensations of 
both families when I divulged the news of onr misfortune 
but what othere felt was slight to what the lovers appeared 
to endure. Hi. Wilmot, who seemed before sufficiently iu' 
dined to break off the match, was by this blow soon deter- 
mined : one virtue ha had in perfection, which was prudi 
too often the only one that is left ns at seventy-two. 



CHAPTEH nr. 
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Tbb only hope of onr family now was, that the report of 
our misfortune might be malicious or premature ; bat a letter 
from my agent in town soon came witl^ a confirmation of 
every particular. The loss of fortune to myself alone would 
have been trilling : the only uneasiness I felt was for my 
family, who were to be humble without an education to 
Tender them callous to contempt. 

Nearly a f ortni^ t had passed before I attempted to restrain 
their affliction ; for premature consolation is but the remem- 
brancer of sorrow. During this interval, my thoughts were 
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empbyed on tome fature meute of anpportiiigr tbem ; and at 
last a Bm&ll chre of fifteen ponnds a year was ofiend me in a 
diatuitneigfabouThood, where I could still enjoymyprindpleis 
withoQt moleetation. With this proposal I jt^fully closed, 
having detennined to increase tny salary by managing a little 
farm. 

Having taken this rsMlittlon, my next care iraa to get to- 
gether the wrecks of my fortune ; and, all debts collected 
and paid, out of fonrteen Uiousand ponnds wa had bat four 
hundfed remaiDing. My chief attention, therefore, was now 
to bring down the pride of my family to thsir oireumstonc^s ; 
for I well knew that aspiring beggary is wretchedness itself. 
" Yon cannot be ignorant, my children," cried I, "that no 
prudence of onrs could have prevented our late misfortune ; 
but prudence may do much In disappointing its efEecta. We 
are now poor, my fondlings, and wisdom bids ua conform to 
our humble situation. Let ua then without repining, give 
np those splendors with which numbers are wretched, and 
seek in hmnbler cuuumstanoes that peace with which all 
may be happy. The poor live pleaeantly without oor help, 
why then ehonld not we learn to live without theirs ? No, 
my children, let ns fronvthie moment give up all pratOTsions 
to gentility ; we have still enough left for happiness, if we 
are wise ; and let us draw upon content for the defloiencies 
of fortune. 

As my eldest son was bred a scholar, I determined to send 
him to town, where his abilities might contribute to our snp- 
^rt and his own. The separation of friends and faniilies 
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is, perikaps, one of the most diBtresafnl ciromtutunoes at- 
tendant on penury. The day soon arrived on which we 
were to disperse for the &Bt time. My ton, after taking 
leave of his mother and the rest, who mingled their teara 
with their kiaaes, oame to &Bk. a blessing from ma. This I 
gave him from my heart, and which, added to ftve guineas, 
w«8 all the patrimony I had now to bestow. "You are 
going, my boy," cried 1, "to London on foot, in the manner 
Hooker, your great ancestor, travelled there before yen. 
Take from me the same horse that was given him by the 
good bishop Jewel, this staff, and this book too, it will be 
your comfort on the way ; these two lines in it ore worth a 
million, I have ieen young, and now am old; yet never eaio 
I the righUouM numfonaken, or Ms teed begging their bread. 
Let thia ba your consolation as you travel on. Go, my boy ; 
whatever be thy fortune, lat me see thee once a year ; still 
keep a good heart, and farewell." As ho was possessed of 
int^rity and a sense of honor, I was under no apprehensions 
from throwing him naked into the amphitheatre of life ; for 
I knew he wtfuld act a good part whether vanqniahed or 
victorioufl. 

His departure only prepared the way for our own, which 
arrived a few days afterwards. The leaving a neighbourhood 
in which we had enjoyed so many hours of tranqnility, was 
not without a tear which scarcely fortitude itself could eup- 
preas. Braides, a journey of seventy miles tn a family that had 
hitherto never been above ten from home, iilled ns with ap- 
prehension ; and the ories of the poor, who followed na for 
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some miles, contributed to inciease it. The first day's journey 
brought US in safety within thirty miles of our future retreat, 
and we put up for the night at an obscure inn in a village by 
the way. When we were shown a room, I desired the land- 
lord, in my nsoal way, to let us have his company, with 
which he complied, as what he drank would increase the bill 
next morning.— He knew, however, the whole neighboorhood 
to which I was removing, particularly 'Squire Thomhill, who 
was to be my landlord, and who lived within a few miles of 
the place. This gentleman he described as one who desired 
to know little more of the world than its pleasures, being 
particularly remarkable for his attachment to the fair sex. 

Though this account gave me some pain, it had a very 
different effect upon my daughters, whose features seemed 
to brighten with the expectation of an approaching triumph : 
nor was my wife less pleased and confident of their allure- 
ments and virtue. While our thoughts were thus employed, 
the hostess entered the room to inform her husband, that 
the strange gentleman, who had been two days in the house, 
wentedmoney, and could not pay his bill. "Want money!" 
replied the host, " that must be impossible ; for it was no 
later than yesterday he paid three guineas to our beadle to 
spare an old broken soldier that was to be whipped through 
the town for dog- stealing." The hostess, however, stUl per- 
sisting in her first assertion, he was preparing to leave the 
room, swearing that he would be sotisfied one way or 
another, when I begged the landlord would introdnce me to 

'Granger of so much charity as be described, Witli this he 
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complied, showing in a gentleman who seemed to be about 
thirty, dresBed in olotheB that once were laced. His person 
was well formed, and his face marked with the lines of 
thinking. He had something short and dry in his address, 
and seemed either not to understand ceremony, or to despise 
it. Upon the landlord's leaving the room, I could not avoid 
espreasing my concern to the stranger at seeing a gentleman 
in such circumstances, and offered him my parse to satisfy 
the present demand. — " I taXe it with all my heart, Sir," re- 
plied he, " and am glad that a late OTersight in giving what 
money I had about me, has shown me that there are still 
some men like yon. I must, however, previously beg to be 
informed of the name and residence of my benefactor, in 
order to repay him as soon as possible." In this I satisfied 
him fully, not only mentioning my name and late mis- 
fortonee, but the place to which I was going to remove. 
''This," cried he, "happens still more luckily than I hoped, 
as I am going the same way myself, having been detained 
here two days by the floods, which I hope hy to-morrow will 
be found passable." I testified the pleajmre I should have in < 
his company, and my wife and daughters joining in entreaty, 
he was prevailed npon to stay to supper. The stranger's con - 
venation, which was at once pleasing and instructive, in- 
duced me to wish for a continuance of it ; but it was now 
high time to retire and take repose against the fatigues of 
the following day. 

The next morning we all set forward together ; my family 
on horseback, white Ur. Buichell, our new companion. 
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walked along the foot-path by the roadaide, observrng with 
a Bmile, that as we were ill mouLted, he would be too 
generous to attempt leaving us behind. Aa the floods had 
uot yet subsided, we were obliged to hire a guide, who 
trotted on before, Mi. Burchell and I bringing up the rear. 
We lightened the fatigues of the road with phUosophical 
disputes, which he seemed to understand perfectly. But 
what surprised me most was, that though he was a money- 
borrower, he defended his opinions with as mach obstinaoy 
03 if he had been my patron. He now and then also 
informed me to whom the difEerent seats belonged that lay 
in our view aa we travelled the load. "That," cried he, 
pointing to a very magniflcent house which stood at some 
distance, " beloi^ to Mr. ThomhiU, a young gentleman who 
enjoys a large fortune, though entirely dependent on the will 
of his uncle, Sir William Thomhill, a gentleman, who, oon- 
tent with a little himself, permits his uephew, to enjoy the 
rest, and chiefly resides in town." " What 1 " cried I, " is 
my young landlord then the ne^ew of a man, whoso virtues, 
, generosity, and singularities are so universally known ? 1 
have heard Sir Williont ThornhiU represented as one of the 
moat generous yet whimsical men in the kingdom ; a mtut of 
consummate benevolence." — " Something, perhaps, too muoh 
so," replied Mr. Burcbell : '< at least he csiried benevolence 
to an excess when young \ for his passions were then strong, 
and aa they were all upon the eide of virtue, they led it up 
to a romantic eitreme- He early began to aha at the 
<:iu«liiicatiQna pi th.« soldier fffd.qcht^.; w^ hqb (liBtJA- 
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guUhod ia tlie army, and bad some leputatioa among men 
of leaining. AdulatiQu ever follows the ambitious ; for 
auch ftlone reoaive moat pleasure from flattery. He was sur- 
rounded with crowds, who showed him only one side of 
their character j so that he began to lone a regard for private 
intercBt in univeisal sympathy. Ho loved all mankind ; for 
fortune prevented him from knowing that there were 
rascals. Fhysiciana telJ na of a disorder, in which the whole 
body is so eiqaisitely sensible that the slightest touch gives 
pain : what some have thus enfEered in their persons, this 
gentlemen f«ilt in his mind. The slightest digtrass, whether 
real or fictitious, tooohed him to the quick, and his eoul 
labored under a sickly sensibility of the miseries of others. 
Thns toposed to relieve, it will be easily conjectured he 
f OQud nnmboTB disposed to solicit ; his profusions began to 
impair his fortune, but not his good-nature ; that, indeed, 
was seen to inoreaae aa the other seemed to decay ; he grew 
provident as ho grew poor; and though ho talked like 
a man of sense, his actions were those of a fool. Still, 
however, being surrounded with importunity, attd no 
longer able to satisfy evwy request that was nude Mm, 
juatAad of money he gave prouusos. They were all 
he bed to beetpw, and he had not lesotution enough to 
give my mu) p»in by a denial. Sy tlua be drew round him 
(xowds of dq>endiut(«, whom be was sure b) disa^ioint, yet 
wished to relieve. These hung upon blm for a time, and 
left him witbmeritedt^roBobesandcontempt. Butiupro- 
{»OTt^ fs ht. if^mma gontvov^bl* to otbetSt b« bMttfie 
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despicable to himself. His mind had leaned upoa their 
adulation, and tliat support taken svaj, he conld find no 
pleasure iu the applause of hia heart, which he hod never 
learnt to reverence. The world now began to wear & 
difEerent aspect ; the flattery of hia friends began to dwindle 
into simple approbation. Approbation soon took the more 
friendly form of advice, and advice when rejected prodnced 
their reproaches. He now therefore found, that such frien ds 
aa benefits had gathered round him, were tittle estimable ; 
he now found that a man's own heart must be ever given to 
gain that of another. I now found, that — that— 7I foi^et 
what I was going to observe ; in short, Sir, he resolved to 
respect himself, and laid down a plan of restoring his falling 
fortune. For this purpose in his own whimsical manner, he 
travelled through Enrope on foot, and now, thoa^ he has 
scarcely attained the age of thirty, his circumstances are 
more affluent than ever. At present, his bounties are more 
rational and moderate than before ; but still he preserves 
the character of a hnmorist, and finds most pleasure in ec- 
centric virtnea," 

My attention was so much taken up by Mr. Burchell's 
account, that I scarcely looked forward as he went along, 
till we were alarmed by the cries of my family, when 
turning, I perceived my youngest daughter in the midst of a 
rapid stream, thrown from her horse, and stniggfing with 
the torrent. She had sunk twice, nor was it in my power 
to disengage myself in time to bring her relief. My aen- 
sations were even too violent to permit my atten^ting her 
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reacuQ ; she must liave certainly perished had not my com- 
panion, perceiTing her danger, inatantlyplnnged in to her re- 
lief, and with some difficnlty, brought her iD safety to the 
opposite shore. By taking the current a litde farther up, 
the rest of the family got safely over, where we had an 
opportunity of joining our acknowledgments to hers. Her 
gratitude may bo more readily imagined than described : she 
thanked her deliverer more with looks than words, and con- 
tinned to lean upon his arm, oa if still willing to receive as- 
sistuice. My wife alao hoped one day to hare the pleasure 
of returning his kindness at her own house. Thns, after we 
were refreshed at the next inn, and had dined together, as 
Hr. Burchell was going to a different part of the country, he 
took leave ; and we pursued our journey, my wife observing 
as we went, that she liked him extremely, and protesting, 
that if he had birth and fortune to entitle him to match into 
such a family as oura she knew no man she would sooner 
fix upon. I could not but smile to hear her talk in this lofty 
strain; but I was never much displeased with those harmless 
delusioDS that tend to make as more happy. 



CHAPTER IV. 

A PBOOr THAI ZYKH THE HdHBLEST r0BIUK« 1 



CONSIlIDimH. 

Thb place of our retreat was in a littie oeighbourliood 
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consigtmg o£ farmers who tilled their own grounds, and 
were eqnsi strangera to opolesce and poverty. As the)' had 
almost all the coaTonieaces of life within themselvee, they 
aeldom visited towns or cities, in search of superfluity, 
Bemote from the polite, they still retained the primeval 
simplicity of manners, and fruga! by hahit, they soarcely 
knew ttut temperance was a virtue. They wroQ^t with 
cheerfulness on days of hibor ; bnt oboerved festivals as 
intervals of idleness and pleasure. They kept up the 
Christmaa carol, sent true-love knots on Valentine morning, 
ate pancakee on ^rove-tide, showed their wit on the first 
of April, and religiously cracked nuta on Michaelmas eve. 
Being apprized of our approach, the whole neighbourhood 
came out to meet their minister, dressed in their finest 
clothes, and preceded by pipe and tabor. A feast also was 
provided for our reception, at which we sat down cbeer- 
fnlly ; and what the conrereation wanted in wit, was made 
up in langhter. 

Our little habitation was situated at the foot of a sloping 
hill, sheltered with a beautiful underwood behind, and a 
prattling river before : on one side a meadow, on the other a 
green. My farm consisted of about twenty acres of excellent 
laud, having given a hundred ponuds for my predecessor's 
good-will. Nothing could exceed the neatness of my little 
endoeures ; the elms and hedge-rows appearing with inex- 
pressible beauty. My honse consisted of bnt one storey, and 
was covered with thatch, which gave it an air of great snug- 
ntes ; the walls on the inside were nicely white-wialwd, and 
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mj daughters undertook to adorn them with pietuiM of 
their own deiigning. Though the same tdodi aerved ua tot 
pariouT and kitchen, that onlj made it the wanner. Bendaa, 
as it was kept with the utmost neatnesa, the diahe*, platea, 
and coppeni being well soonred, and all diaposed in bright 
rows on the shelves, ths eye waa agreeably relieved, and did 
not want richer fnraitnre. There were three other ^»art' 
menta, one for mj wife and me, another for our two daugh- 
ters, within our own, and the third, with two beda, ti>r the 
rest of the children. 

llie little republic to which I gave laws was regulated in 
I he following manner : — Bj sunrise we all assentUed in our 
common apartment, the fire being previously kindled by the 
seiTBnt. After we had saluted each other with proper oere- 
mony — for I always tbonght fit to keep up Bome mecbanieal 
forma of good breeding, without which freedom era de- 
Btroye friendship — we all bent in gratitude to tiiat Being who 
gave na another day. This duty being performed, my aon 
and I went to pursue our usual industry abroad, while my 
wife and daughters employed themselves iu providing break' 
fast, which was always ready at a certain time. I allowed 
half an hour for this meal, and an hour for dinner ; which 
time was taken up in innocent mirth between my wife and 
daughters, and in philosophical argumenta between my Bna 

As wo rose with the sun, so we never pursued our labon 
after it was gone down, but returned home to the expeotmg 
family, where emfling looks, a neat he«ath, and pUaMBtiw 
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were prepared for onr reception. Nor were we without 
guestH ; sometimeH fanner Flamborougli, oar tolkatire neigh- 
bour, and often the blind piper, would pay ns a visit, and 
taste onr goosebeny-wine, for the making of which we had 
lost neither the receipt nor the reputation. These harmless 
people hod several ways of being good company ; while one 
played, the other would sing some soothing ballad, Johttxif 
Arvutrong'i Last Good Night, or the Crueils of Barbary 
AlUn. The night waa concluded in the manner we began 
the morning, my youngest boys being appointed to read the 
lessons of the day ; and he that read londest, distinctest, 
and best, was to have a ha]^>enny on Sunday to pnt in the 
poor's box. 

When Sunday came, it was indeed a day of finery, which 
all tny commands could not restrain. How well soever I 
fancied my lectures against pride had conquered the vanity 
of my daughters, yet I found them atill secretly attached 
to all their former finery ; they still loved laces, ribands, 
bugles, and catgnt ; my wife herself retained a passion for 
her crimson cloak, because I fom^erly happened to say it 
became her. 

The first Sunday in particnlar their behaviour served to 
mortify me ; I had desired my girls the preceding night to 
be diessed early the next day ; for I alwaya loved to be at 
church a good while before the rest of the congregation. 
They punctually obeyed my directioua ; but when we were 
to assemble in the morning at breakfast, down came my 
wife and daughters, dressed out in all their fonner spleudOT — 
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their ham plastered np with pomatum, their dressea bnudled 
np in a hei^ behind, and rustling at eveiy motion. I could 
not help smiling at their vanity, particuUrlj that o£ my 
wife, from whom I expected more discretion. In this exi- 
gence, therefore, my only resource was to order my son, 
with an important air, to call our coach. The girls were 
amazed at tho command ; but I repeated it with more solem- 
nity than before. — " Sorely, my dear, you jest," cried my 
wife ; " we cau walk it perfectly well — we want no coach to 
carry na now." — '' You mistake, child," returned I ; " we do 
want a coach ; for if we walk to church in this trim, the 
very children in the parish will hoot after us." — " Indeed," 
replied my wife, " I always imagined that my Charles was 
fond of seeing his children neat and handsome about him." 
— " Ton may be as neat as yon please," interrupted I, " and 
I shall love you the better for it ; bnt all this is not neatness, 
but frippery. These rufflings and pinkings will only make 
ns hated by all the wives of all our neighbours. No, my 
children," continued I, mora gravely, " those gowns may be 
altered into something of a pluner cut ; for finery is very 
unbecoming in ns, who want the means of decency. I do not 
know whether such flouncing and shredding is becoming 
even in the rich, if ws consider, upon a moderate calcula- 
tion, that the nakedness of the indigent world might be 
clothed from the trimmings of the vain." 

Thia remonstrance had a proper effect ; they went with 
great compoeura, tiiat very instant, to change their dress ; 
and the next day I had the satisfaction of finding my 
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datightara, at thur own reqneet, emploj'od in eatting np 

iheir traina into Sunday waistooata for Dick and Bill, the 
two little anei ; and wlmt was atiU more eatiafactoiy, the 
gowni Beamed improved by thia curtailing. 



At a imall distance from the bouae, my predecessor had 
mada a seat, oversfaadowed by a hedge of bawthora and 
honeyanokle. Sere, ffheo the weather was fine and our 
labor flniBbed, we uaualfy sat together, to enjoy an ext«n- 
bIto landscape in the calm of the evening. Here, too, we 
drank tea, which had now become an occasional banquet ; 
and as we had it but seldom, it diffuaed a new joy, the pre- 
porationa for it being made with no small ehan of bustle 
tfid ceremony. On tbeae occasions oni two little ones al- 
ways read to tu, and they were regularly serred after we 
had done. Sometlmea, to gire a variety to our amuaements, 
tii« giris Mag to the guitar ; and while they thua formed a 
little concert, my wife t^i I would stroll dawn the sloping 
field, that was embellished with blue-bells and centaury, 
talk of OUT children with rapture, and enjoy the breece that 
wafted botli health and harmony. 
In this loanuer we began to find that every aituatioQ in 
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life mlglit luiDg its own peculiar pleaaorefl. Every morniDg 
&Taked na to a repetition of toil ; but the eveniiig repaid it 
with hilarity. 

It was abont the beginning of autumn, on a holiday— Jot 
I kept such aa InteiralB of relaxatioa from labolI^— that I 
had drawn out my family to our usual place of amusement, 
end our yovDg muBioiajiB began their osual ooncert. Aa we 
were tkue engaged, we aaw a stag bound nimbly by, within 
aboBt twenty paces of where we were altting, and hy its 
panting it teemed pressed by the hnntere. We had not 
much time to reflect npon the poor animal's distresB, when 
we perceived tlia dogs and horsemen como sweeping along 
at aome distance behind, and making the very path' it had 
taken. I was instantly for returning in with my family ; bnt 
either ciffiosity, or snrpriae, or some more hidden motive, held 
mywifeanddau^terstotheirseata. The huntsman, who code 
foremost, passed tw with great swiftness, followed by tour 
(tt five persons more, who seemed in equal haste. At last, a 
young gentleman of a more genteel appearance than the 
Test osme forward, and for a while regarding ns, instead of 
pnrsuing the chase, stopped short, and, giving his horse to a 
eervimt who attended, approached ns with a careless superior 
air. He seemed to want no introduction, bttt was going 
t« Balnte my daughters, as one certain of a kind reception ; 
bnt they had early learnt the lesson of looking preeamption 
out of conntenance. Upon which he let us know his name 
was lliomhill, and that he was owner of the estate that 
lay for some extent ronnd us. He again therefore offered 
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to salnU the female part of the familf , and such waa the 
power of fortune and fine clothes, that he found no second 
repulse. As his address, though confident, was easy, we 
soon became more familiar ; and perceiving musical instru- 
ments lying near, he begged to be favored with a aong. 
As I did not approve of anch disproportioned acquaintances, 
I witd:ed upon my daughters in order to prevent their com- 
pliance ; but my hint was counteracted by one from th^ 
mother ; so that, with & cheerful air, they gave us a faTorite 
song of Dryden's. Mr. Thomhill seemed highly delighted 
with their performance and choice, and then took up the 
guitar himself. He played but veiy indifferently ; however, 
my eldrat daughter repaid his fonner applause with interest, 
and assured him that his tones were louder than even those 
of her master. At this compliment he bowed, which ahe 
returned with a courtesy. He praised her taste, and she 
commended his understanding — an age could not have made 
them better acquainted ; while the fond mother, too, equally 
happy, insisted upon her landlord's stepping in and tasting a 
gla£s of gooseberry. The whole family seemed earnest to 
please liim. My girls attempted to entertain him with 
topics they thought most modem, while Moses, on the con- 
trary, gave him a question or two from the ancients, for 
which he had the satisfaction of being langhed at. My 
little ones were no less busy, and fondly stuck close to the 
stranger. All my endeavours could scarcely keep tiieir dirty- 
fingers from handling and tarnishing the lace on bis clothes, 
nnd lifting up the flaps of his pocket-holes, to see what was 

" Coogfc 
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there. At tlie approach of evening he took leave ; bnt not 
till he had requested penoission to renew his visit, which, as 
lie was onr landlord, we most readily agreed to. 

As Boon as he had gone, my wife called a council on the 
conduct of the day. She was of opinion Hwi it was a most 
fortunate hit ; for that she had known even stranger things 
at last brought to bear. She hoped again to see the day in 
which we might hold up our heads with the best of them ; 
and concluded, she protested she conld see no reason why 
the two Misa Wrinkles should man; great fortunes, and her 
children get none. As this last argnment was directed to 
me, I protested I could see no reason for it either, nor why 
Hr. Simkima got the ten thousand pound prize in the lottery, 
and we sat down with a blank.—" I protest, Charles," cried 
my wife, " this is the way yon always damp my girls and 
me when we are in spirits. Tell me, Sophy, my dear, what 
do you think of our new visitor? Don't you think he 
seemed to be good-natured?" — "Immensely so indeed, 
Hammo," replied she. " I think he has a great deal to say 
upon everything, and is never at a loss ; and the more tri- 
fling the subject, the more he has to say." — "Yes," cried 
Olivia, "he is well enough for a man ; but for my own part 
I dont much like him, be is so extremely impudent and 
familiar ; but on the guitar be is shocking." These ,two 
last speeches I interpreted by contraries. I found by this, 
that Sophia internally despised, as much as Olivia secretly 
admired him. — " Whatever may be your opinions of him, 
my children," cried I, " to confess the truth, he has not pro- 
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poflaused me in Ma favor. Dispioportioned Mendshipa 
ev«r tenniaata in disgnst ; and T ijionght, uotwithatandins 
all bis ease, that he seemed perfectly senaibla of the dis- 
tance between ua. Let na keep to companions of our own 
rank. There is no otuncter more contemptible than a man 
that is a fortana-honter ; and I can see no reason why for- 
tune-honting women ahoold not be contemptible too. This 
is apart from the qoeetion of the yonng 'Sqtiire'R ohaiaoter, 
which appears to me not to bo above Botpicioii." — I wonld 
have proceeded, but for the interraption of a servant from the 
'Squire, who with hia compliments, sent as a aide of veni- 
son, and a promise to dine with as some days after. Thie 
well-timed present pleaded more powerfully in hia favor 
than anything I hod to Bay could obviate. I therefore con- 
tinued silent, satiefled with jnst having pointed out danger, 
and leaving it to their own discretion to avoid it. That 
virtue which requires to he ever guarded is soaroely worth 
the sentinel. 



As we carried on the former dispute with some degree of 
warmth, in order to accommodate matters, it was universally 
agreed that we should have a part of the venison for enp- 
per ; and tlie girls undertook the task with alacrity. " I Km 
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sorry," cried I, " that we have no neighbour or Btntnger to 
take ■ put in this good chew ; feaats of this kiad aoquire a 
doable ralith from hoapitality." — " Blow me," cried my 
wif«, " here comes our good friend Mr. Burchell, that uved 
oar Sophia, and that ran you down fairly in the argument." 
— " Confute me in argument, child 1" cried I. " You mis- 
take there, my dear ; I beliere there are but few that can do 
that ; I never dispute yonr abilities at making a goose-pie, 
and I beg you'll leave argument to me." — As I spoke, poor 
Hr. Burchell entered the house, and was welcomed by the 
family, who shook him heartily by the hand, while little 
Dick ofBoiouely reached him a chtur. 

I was pleased with the poor man's friendship, for two rea- 
sons ; because I knew that he wanted mine, and I knew him 
to be friendly as far as he was able. He was known in our 
neighbourhood by the character of the poor gentleman that 
would do no good when he was young, though he was not 
yet thirty. He would at intervals talk with great good 
sense, but in general he was fondest of the company of chil- 
dren, whom he used to call harmless litUe men. Ha was 
famous, I found, for singing them ballads, and telling them 
stories, and seldom went out without something in his pockets 
for them — a piece of gingerbread, or a halfpenny whiHtle. 
Ue generally came for a few days into our neighbourhood once 
a year, and lived upon the neighbours' hospitality. He sat 
down to supper among us, and my wife was not sparing of 
her gooaebeny-wine. The tale went round, he sang us old 
songs, and gave the oMldren the story of the Buck of Bever- 
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land, with the history of Patient Grisflol, the Adventures of 
Catskin, and then Pair Rosamond's Bower. Our cock, which 
always crew at eleven, now told us it was time for repoee ; 
hut an unforeseen difficulty started about lodging the stran- 
ger ; all our beds were already taken np, and it was too late 
to Bend him to the next ale-honse. In this dilemma, little 
Dick offered him his part of the bed, if his brother Moeee 
would let him lie with him. " And I," cried Bill, " will 
give Mr. Burchell my part, if my sisters will take me to 
theirs." — " Well done, my good children," cried I ; " hospi- 
tality is one of the first Christiui dnties. The beast retires 
to its shelter, and the bird flies to its nest, but helpless man 
can only find refuge from his fellow-creature. The great«st 
stranger in this world was He that came to save it He 
never had a house, as if willing to see what hospitality was 
left remaining amongst us. Deborah, my dear," cried I to 
my wife, " give thoee boys a lump of sugar each, and let 
Dick's be the largest, becanse he spoke first." 

In the morning early I called ont my whole family to 
help at saving an after-growth of hay, and our guest offer- 
ing his assistance, he woe accepted axaong the nnmber. Our 
labors went on lightly ; we turned the swath to the wind. 
I went foremost, and the rest followed in due succession. 
I could not avoid, however, observing the assiduity of Mr. 
Burchell in assisting my daughter Sophia in her part of the 
task. When he had finished his own, he would join in hers 
and enter into close conversation : but I had too good an 
opinion of Sophia's understanding, and was too well con- 
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vinced of her ambition, to be under any uneasineBa from a 
man of broken fortaae. When we were finished for tiie 
day, Mr, Bnrchell was invited as on the night before, but he 
refused, as he was to lie that night at a neighbour's, to 
whose child he was carrying a whistle. When gone, our 
conTersation at supper turned upon our late nnfortunato 
guest. "What a etrong inetance," said I, "is that poor 
man of the miseriea attending a yonth of levity and extra- 
vagance. He by no means wants sense, which only serves 
to aggravate his former folly. Poor forlorn creatnre ! where 
are now the revellers, the flatterers, that he could once in- 
spire and command ? Gone, perhaps, to attend the pander, 
grown rich by his extravagance. They once praised him, 
and now they appland the pander : their former raptures at 
his wit are now converted into sarcasms at his folly : he is 
poor, and perhaps deserves poverty ; for he has neither the 
ambition to be independent, nor the skill to be useful." 
Prompted, periiaps, by some secret reasons, I delivered this 
observation with too mach acrimony, which my Sophia 
gently reproved : " Whatsoever his former conduct may 
have been, Papa, his circuinBtauces shonld exempt him from 
censure now. His present indigence is a sufficient punish- 
ment for former folly, and I hav« beard my p^>a himself 
say that we should never strike one unnecessajy blow at a 
victim over whom Providence holds the scourge of its re- 
sentment." — "You are right, Sophy," cried my son Moaes ; 
" and one of the ancients finely represents so malicious on 
act, by the attempts of a rustic to flay Margyas, whose skin, 
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the fable tells ue, had been wholly stripped oS hy ttnotlier. 
Besides, I don't know if this poor man's situation be so bad 
as my father would reprwent it. We are not to judge of 
the feelings of others by what we might feel if in tiieir 
place. However dark the habitation of the mole to our 
eyes, yet the animal itself finds the apartment sofBciently 
lightsome. And to confess a truth, this man's mind seems 
fitted to his Btation ; for I never heard any one more sprightly 
than he was to-day, when he conversed with yon." — That 
was said without the least design, however, it eioited a 
blueh, which she strove to cover by an affected laugh, wsur- 
ing him that ehe scarcely took any notice of what he atid 
to her, but that she believed he might once have been a very 
fine gentleman. The readinesB with which she undertook to 
vindicate herself, and her blushing, were symptoms I did 
not internally approre ; but I repressed my snapioions. 

As we expected our landlord the neit day, my wife went 
to make the venison pasty. Hosee sat reading, while I 
taught the little ones ; my daughters seemed equally bnsy 
with the Test, and I observed them for a good while cooking 
something over the fire. I at first supposed they were as- 
sisting their mother, but little Dick informed me in a wlus- 
pcr that they were making a wash for the face. Washes of 
ail kinds I had a natural antipathy to ; for I knew that in- 
stead of mending the complexion, thoy spoiled it. I there- 
fore approached my chair by sly degrees to the Are, and 
grasping the poker, as if it wanted mending, seemingly by 
accident overturned the whole composition, and it was too 
'e to begin another. 
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A TOWtt Wn OZBORIBBD. — THE D1TLLEBT IHUAVra UlI IiEABH TO 

BE couiCAi. ran a hiobt oh two. 

Whbn the mOTning arrived on nhich we note to entertain 
oiiT young landlord, it may be easily auppoead what contri- 
vances were exhausted to make a ehow. It may also be con- 
jectured that my wife and daughters expanded their gayest 
plum^[e upon this occasion. Mr. Thomhill came witli a 
couple of frienda— his chaplain and feeder. The servants, 
who were numerous, he politely ordered to the next ale- 
house.; bat my wife, in the triumph of her heart, insisted on 
entertaining t^em all, for which, by the bye, our family was 
pinched for three weeks after. As Mr. Barchell had hinted 
to us the day before that he waa making some propoaala of 
marriage to Miss Wilmot, my son George's former aweet- 
heart, this a good deal damped the heartiness of hie Kcep- 
tion ; but aocident in some measure relieved onr embarrass- 
ment, for one of the company happening to mention her 
name, Mr. Thomhill observed with an oath that he never 
knew anything more abaard ihan calling snch a &igbt a 
beauty ; " For strike me ugly," continned he, " if I should 
not find as much pleasure in choosing my wife by the infor- 
mation of a lamp nnder the clock at St. Danstan'e." At 
this he langhed, and so did we ; — the jests of the rich are 
ever successful. CHivia too could not avoid whispering load 
enough to be heard, that he had an infinite fund of humor. 
After dinner, I began with my usual toast, the Ohnroh ; 
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tot this I was thuiked Ly the chaplain, aa he said tiie Church 
was the only miBtress of liis ofEections." — '' Come, teU us 
honestly, Frank," said the 'Sqaire, with his usual arclmeeB, 
" suppose the Church, your present wife, dressed in lawn 
sleeres, oa one hand, and Miss Sophia, with ao lawn about 
her, on the other, which would yon be for ?" — " For both, to 
be sure," cried the chaplain. — "Bight, Frsnk," cried the 
■Squire. 

Though all this off-hand talk gave me ao pleasuie, it had 
a Tery different effect upon Olivia, who mistook it for 
humor, Sie thought him, therefore, a veiy fine gentle- 
man ; and such as consider what powerful ingredients a 
good figure, fine clothes, and fortune are in that charact«r, 
will ea^y forgive her. Mr. Thomhill, notwithstauding his 
real ignorance, talked with ease, and could expatiate upon the 
common topics <rf conversation with fluency. It is not sur- 
prisiiig then, that such talents should win the aSectlaiia of 
a girl who by education was taught to value an iqipeanince 
in herself, tuid consequently to set a value upon itin another. 

Upon his departure, we again entered into a debat« npou 
the merits of our young landlord. As he directed his looks 
and conversation to Olivia, it was no longer doubted but 
that she was the object that induced him to be our visitor. 
Nor did she seem to be much displeased at the innocent 
r^llery of her brother and sister upoa this occasion. Even 
Deborah herself seemed to share the glory of the day, and 
exulted in her daughter's victory as if it were her own. 
" And now, my dear," cried she to me, " I'll fairly own that 
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it was I that instructed my girls to encourage onr landlord'a 
addresses. I had always some ambition, and you now see 
that I was right ; for who knows how thia may end ?" 
" Ay, who knows that indeed !" answered I, with a groan ; 
" for my part, I don't much like it, and I could have been 
better pleased with one that was poor and honest, than this 
fine gentleman with his fortune and intidelity ; for depend 
on't, if he be what I suspect him, no free-thinker shall ever 
have a cliild of mine." 

" Sure, father," cried Moses, " you are too severe in this, 
for Heaven will never arraign him for what be thinka, but 
for what lie does. Every man has a thousand vicious 
thoughts, which arise without his power to suppress. Think- 
ing freely of religion may be involuntary with this gentle- 
man ; so that, allowing his sentiments to he wrong, yet, as he 
is purely passive in his assent, he is no more to be blamed 
for his errors, than the governor of a city without walls for 
the shelter he is obliged to afford an invading enemy." 

" True, my son," cried I, " but if the governor invites the 
enemy there, he is justly culpable. And such is always the 
c.ise with those who embrace error. The vice does not lie 
in assenting to the proofs they see, but in being blind to 
many of the proofe that offer ; so that, though our erroneous 
opinions be involuntary when formed, yet, as we have beefi 
wilfully corrupt, or very negligent in forming them, we 
deserve punishment for onr vice, or contempt for our 
folly." 

My wife now kept up the convereation, though not the 
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argmnent ; she obsen-ed that Bevoral very prudent men of 
our acquainlaiice were free-thinkere, and made very good 
huebanda ; and she knew some sensible girla that bad skill 
enough to make converts o£ their spouses : " And who knot's, 
my dear," continued she, " what Olivia mny be able to do ? 
The girl has a great deal to say upon every subject, and to 
my knowledge is very well skilled in controversy." 

" Why, my dear, what controversy can she have read ?" 
cried I ; "it does not occur to mo that I ever pit such 
books into her hands ; yon Certainly overrate her merit." — 
" Indeed, papa," replied Olivia, " she does not. I have 
read a great deal of controversy ; I have read the disputes 
between Thwackum and Square; tjie controversy between 
Robinson Crusoe and Friday the savage, and am now em- 
ployed in reading the controversy in Religious Courtship." — 
" Very well," cried I, " that's a good giri ; I find you are 
perfectly qualified for making concerts, and so go help your 
mother to make the gooseberry- pie." 



CFIAPTER VIII. 

Alt AMODa WBIOa PBOHIMB Ltrax OOOD roBttriM, nt HAY B 



The nest morning wo were again visited by Mr. Burchell, 
though I. begwi, for certain reasons, tjo be displeased with 
'he freqoency of his return ; but I could not refuse him my 
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company and my fireaide. It la true, his labor more than 
requited hia entertainment ; for he wrought among us with 
vigor, and either in the meadow or at the hayrick put him- 
self foremost. Besides, ha had nlways something amus- 
ing to say that lessened our toil, and was at once so 
out of the way, and yet so sensible, that I loved, lauglied at, 
and pitied him. My only dislike arose from an attachment 
he discovered to my daughfer ; he would, in a Jesting 
manner, call her his little wife, and when he bought each of 
the girla a set of ribands, hers was the finest. I knew not 
how, but he every day seemed to become more amiable, his 
wit to improve, and his simplicity to assume the superior 
airs of wisdom. 

Our family dined in the field, and we sat, or rather re- 
clined, round a temperate repast, our cloth spread upon the 
hay, while Mr. Bm'chell gave cheerfulness to the feast. To 
heighten our satisfaction, two blackbirds answered each 
other from opposite hedges, the familiar redbreast came 
and pecked the crumbs from our hands, and every sound 
seemed but the echo of tranquility. " I never sit thus," 
says Sophia, " but I think of the two lovM^ no sweetly de- 
scribed by Mr. Ghiy, who were struck dead in each other's 
arms. There Is something so pathetic in the description, 
that I have road it a hundred times with new rapture." — 
" Since you knoW that so well," cried Mr. Burchell, " yon 
■will perhaps allow me to add on6 of another character to 
your stock." 
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A BALLAD. 
" Turn, gentle Hermit of the dale, 

And guide my lonely way 
To where yon taper cheers the vale 
With hoBpitable ray. 

" For here forlorn and lost T tread, 
With fainting steps and slow, 
Where wilds, immeasurably spread, 
Seem lengthening as I go." 

" Forbear, my son," the Hermit cries, 
" To tempt the dangerous gloom ; 
For yonder faithless phantom flies 
To lure thee to thy doom. 

" Here to the houseless child of wnnt 
My door is open still ; 
And though my portion is but scant, 
I give it with good will. 

" Then turn to-night, and freely share 
Whate'er my cell bestows ; 
My rushy couch and frugal fare. 

My blessing and repose. 

" No flocks that range the valley free 
To slaughter I condemn ; 
Taught by that Power tliat pities me, 
I loam to pity thera ; 



" But from tbe mountain's grassy side 
A guiltleKH feast I bring ; 
A scrip with herbs and fraits supplied, 
And water £rom the spring. 

" Then, pilgrim, tarn, thy cares forego, 
All earth-bom cares are wrong ; 
Man wanta but little here below, 
Nor wants that little long." 

Soft as the dew from heaven descends, 

His gentle acoents fell ; 
The modest stranger lowly bends, 

And follows to the cell. 

Far in a wildemesB obscure 

The lonely mansion lay, 
A refuge to the neighbouring [loor 

And strangers led astray. 

Ho stores beneath its humble thatch 

Beqnired a master's cere ; 
The wicket, opening with a latch, 

Received the harmless pair. 

And now, when busy crowds retire 
To take their evening rest. 

The Hermit trimmed his little fire, 
And cheered his pensive guest ; 



And spread his vegetable Btore, 
And gayly preaeed, and smiled ; 

And skilled in legendary lore, 
The lingering boure beguiled- 

Around in sympathetic mirtii 

Its tricks the kitten tiiea, 
The cricket chirrups in tha hearth, 

The crackling faggot flie*. 

But nothing could a charm impart 
To soothe the stronger'a woe ; 

For grief was heavy at his heart, 
And teare began to flow. 

His rising cares the Hermit spied, 
With answering care opprest ; 
" And whence, onliappy youth," he cried, 
" The sorrows of thy breast ? 

" From better habitations Bpamed, 
Reluctant dost thou rove ? 
Or grieve for friendship unreturned, . 
Or unregarded love f 

" Alaa ! tbe joys that fortune brings 
Are trifling, and decay ; . 
And tliose who prize the paltry tbiujS, 
More trifling still than they. 



" And what ig £rien(bhip but a name, 
A diorm that lulls tci sleep ; 
A shade that follows wealth er fame, 
But leaves the wretch to weep ? 

" And love w still an emptier sound, 

The modern fair-one's jest j 

On earth unseen, or only found 

To warm the turtle's neat. 

" For Bhame, fond youth, thy sorrowa hush, 
And spurn the sex," he said ; 
Bat while he spoke, a rising blush 
His love-lorn guest betrayed. 

Surprised, he sees new beauties rise. 

Swift mantling to the view ; 
Like colors o'er the morning akioM, 

As bright, as tranaient too. 

The bashful look, the rising breast, 

Alternate spread alarms : 
The lovely stranger stands confeat, 

A maid in all her charms. 

" And ah 1 forgive a stranger rude, 
A wretch forlorn," she cried ; 

" Whose feet unhallowed thus intrude 
Where Heaven and you reside. 
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" But let a mwd thy pity share, 
Whom love has taught to stray ; 
Who Bceks for rest, but finds despair 
CompaDion of her way. 

" My father lived bewde the Tyne, — 
A wealtliy lord was he ; 
And all his wealth was marked as mine,- 
He had but only me, 

" To win me from his tender arms, 
Unnumbered snitors came. 
Who praised me for imputed charms, 
And felt, or feigned a flame. 

" Each hour a mercenary crowd 
With richest proffers strove ; 
Among the rest young Edwin bowed, 
But never talked of love, 

" In humble, simplest habit clad, 
No wealth nor power had he ; 
Wisdom and worUi were all he had, 
But these were all to me. 

" And when beside me in the dale, 
He carolled lays of love, 
His breath lent fragrance to the gale, 
And music to the grove. 



" The bloBBom opening to the day, 
The dewa of heaven refined. 
Could nought of purity display 
To emtdate his mind. 

" The dew, the blossom on the tree, 
With channa inconstant shine j 
Their charms were his, but woe to me, 
Their constancy was mine, 

" For still I tried each fickle art, 
Importunate and vain ; 
And while his passion touched my heart, 
I triumphed in his pain ; 

" Till quite dejected with my scorn, 
He left me to my pride, 
And sought a solitude forlorn, 
In secret, where he died, 

" But mine the sorrow, mine the fault, 
And well my life siiall pay ; 
I'll seek the solitude he sought. 
And stretch me where he lay. 

" And there forlorn, despairing, hid, 
I'll lay me down and die ; 
Twas so for me that Edwin did. 
And so for him will I," 

. Cookie 
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" Forbid it, Hwven !" the Hermit cried. 
And claaped her to his breast : 
The wondering fair one turned to chide — 
Twas EdwinVeelf that prest. 

" Turn, Aogelina, ever dear I 
My charmer, turn to see 
Thy own, thy long-lo^t Edwin herej 
Restored to love and thee. 

" TbuB let me hold thee to my heart. 
And every care resign : 
And shall we never, never part, 
My life— my all that's mine ? 

" No never from this hour to part, 
We'll live and love so true ; 
The High that rends thy constant heart, 
Shall break thy Edwin's too." 

While this ballad was being recited, Sophia seemed to mix 
an air of tenderness with her approbation, But our tran- 
quility was soon disturbed by the report of a gun just by 
us, and immediately after a man waa seen bursting through 
the hedge, to talte up the game he had killed. This sports- 
man was the 'Squire's chaplain, who had shot one of the 
blackbirds that so agreeably entertained us. So loud a re- 
port, and so near, startled my daughters ; and I could per- 
ceive that Sophia in the fright had thrown herself into Mr. 
. Cookie 
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Burcbell'B aima for protection. The gentleman came up 
aiid asked pardon for having disturbed ub, affirming that he 
waa ignorant of oar being ao near. He therefore sat down 
by my youngest daughter, and, sportsman -like, offered her 
what he had killed that morning. She waa going to refuse, 
but a private look from her mother soon induced her to cor-' 
rect the mistake, and accept hia present, though with some 
reluctance. My wife, as usual, discovered her pride in a 
whisper, obaerring, that Sophy had made a conquest of the 
chaplain, as well as her sister had of the 'Squire. I suspected, 
howsTer, wHh more probability, that her afteotions were 
placed upon a different object. The chaplain's errand was 
to inform us, that Mr. Thorohill had provided musio and ra- 
freshmeats, and intended that night giving the young ladies 
a ball by moonlight, oa the grassplot before our door. "Nor 
can I deny," continued he, " but I have an interest in being 
tirst to deliver this message, as I expect for my reward to be 
honored with Miss Sophy's hand as a partner." To this my 
girl replied that she should hsve no ghjcction, if she could 
do it with honor ; " But here," continued she, " is a gentle- 
man," looking at Mr. Burchell, " who has been my companion 
in the task for the day, and it is fit he should share in its 
amusements." Mr, Burchell returned her a compliment for 
her intentions ; but resigned her up to the chaplain, adding, 
that he was to go that night Ave miles, being invited to a 
harvest supper. Hia refusal appeared to mo a little extra- 
ordinary ; nor could I perceive how so sensible a girl as my 
youngest, could thoB prefer a mail of broken fortunes to one 
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whose expectations were much greater. Bnt as men arc 
moat cftpable of distinguiBhing merit in women, so the ladies 
oft«n form the truest judgments of us. The two sexes seein 
placed as spies upon each other/and are fumiahed with differ- 
ent abilities, adapted for mutual inspection. 



niTSODDCBS.— B VFBftlO K 



Mr. Burcheli, had scarcely taken leave, and Sophia con- 
sented to dance with the chaplain, when my little ones camo 
running out to tell us that the 'Squire had come with a 
crowd of company. Upon our return in, we found our land- 
lord, with a couple of under gentlemen and two young ladies 
richly dressed, whom he introduced as women of very great 
distinction and fashion from town. We happened not to 
have chairs enough for the whole company; but Mr.lTiom- 
hill immediately proposed that every gentleman should sit 
in a lady's lap. This I positively objected to, notwithstanding 
a look of disapprobation from my wife. Moses was therefore 
despatched to borrow a conple of chairs ; and as we were in 
want of ladies to make up a set at country dances, the two 
gentlemen went with him in quest of a couple of partaers. 
Choirs and partners were soon provided. The gentlemen 
returned with my neighbour Flamborough's rosy daughters, 



A BALL BY HOOtiLIOUT. 45 

fUnnting with red top-knota ; but an unlucky circumstance 
waa not adverted to — though the Miea FlaoiLorouglis were 
reckoned Uxe veiy best dancers in the parish, and understood 
the Jig and round-about to perfection, yet they were totally 
unacquainted nitb country dances. Ttiis at first discomposed 
us ; however, after a little shoving and dragging, they at 
last went merrily on. Our music consisted of two fiddles, 
with a pipe wid t»bor. The moon shone bright, Mr, Thorn- 
hill and my eldest daughter led up tbe hall, to the great de- 
light of the spectators ; for the neighbours, hearing what 
was going forward, came flocking about us. My girl moved 
with so much grace and vivacity, that my wife could not 
avoid discovering the pride of her heart, by assuring me, 
that though the little chit did it so cleverly, all the steps 
were stolen from herself. Tlie ladies of the town strove 
hard to be equally easy, but without success. They swam, 
Rprawled, languislied, and frisked ; but all would not do : tlic 
gazers indeed owned tliat it was fine ; but neighbour Flam- 
borough observed, that Miss Levy's feet seemed to pat to 
the music as its echo. After the dance had continued about 
an hour, the two ladies, who were apprehensive of catching 
cold, moved to break up the ball. One of them, I thought, 
expressed her sentiments upon this occasion in a very coarse 
manner, when she observed, that by the living jingo ahevjat 
ali of a muck of gweaL Upon our return to the house, we 
found a very elegant cold supper, which Mr, ThomhiU had 
ordered to be brought with him, — The conversation at tliis 
time was more reserved than before. The two ladies threw 
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my girls quite into the sliade ; ifot they would talk of nothing 
but high-life ; with other fashionahle topics, such as pictures, 
Shakspeare, and music. 'Tis true they once or twice morti- 
fied us sensibly hy slipping out an oath ; but that appeared 
to me as tlie surest symptom of their distinction (though I 
am since informed that swearing is perfectly unfashionable). 
Their finery, however, threw a veil over any grossness iu their 
conversation. My daughters seemed to regard their superior 
accomplishments with envy ; and what appeared amiss, wns 
ascribed to tip-top quality breeding. But the condescension 
of the ladies was still superior to their other accomplish- 
ments. One of them observed, that had Miss Olivia seen a 
little more of the world, it would greatly improve hef. To 
which the other added, that a single winter in town would 
make her little Sophia quite another thing. My wife warmly 
assented to both ;. adding that there was nothing she more 
ardently wished than to give her girls a single winter's 
polishing. To this I could not help replying, that their 
breeding was already superior to their fortune ; and that 
greater refinement would only serve to make their poverty 
ridiculous, and give them a taste for pleasures they had no 
tight to possess. 

The two ladies, from this cue, began a very discreet and 
serious dialogue upon virtue ; in this, my wife, the chaplain, 
and I soon joined ; and the 'Squire himself was at last 
brought to confess a sense of sorrow for his former excesses. 
We talked of the pleasures of temperance, and of the sun- 
shine in the mind nitpoUutfid with guilt. 1 was so well 
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pleased, that my little ones were kept np beyond tlio usnal 
time to be edified with so much good conversation. Mr. 
Thomhill even went beyond me, and demanded if I hod any 
objection fo giving prayers. I joyfully emliraeed the pro- 
posal ; and in this manner the night was passed in a most 
comfortable way, till at last the company began to think of 
returning. The ladies seemed very unwilling to part witli 
my daughters, for whom they had conceived a particular 
alfectionjand joined in a request to have the pleasure of their 
company home. The 'Squire seconded the proposal, and my 
wife aided her entreaties ; the girls too looked upon roe as 
if they wished to go. In this perplexity I made two or three 
excuses, which my daughters as readily removed; so that at 
last I was obliged to give a peremptory refusal ; for which 
we had nothing but sullen looks and short answers the whole 
day ensuing. 



CHAPTER X. 
■¥»« Mil 



ABOVa IBEtlt 



1 Kow began to find that all my long and painful lectures 
^pon temperance, simplicity, and contentment were entirely 
■disregarded. The distinctions Utely paid ashy ontbettei-s 
«waled that pride which I had laid asleep, but Mtiljl^ioved. 
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— Oar windows again, as formerly, were filled with, washes 

for the neck and face. The sun was dreaded aa an enemy 
to the akin without doora, and the fire as a spoiler of the 
complexion within. — My wife observed tliat rising too early 
would hurt her daughters' eyea, that working after dinner 
would redden their noses, and she convinced me that the 
hands never looked so white as when they did nothing. In- 
stead, therefore, of finishing George's shirts, we now had 
them new-modelling their old gauzes, or flourishing upon 
catgut. T!ie poor Miss Flamho roughs, their former gay 
companions, were cast oS as mean acquaintance, and the 
whole convereation ran upon high-life and fashion. 

Bnt we could have borne all thin, hod not a fortune-telling 
gipsey come to raise us into perfect suhiimity. The tawny 
priestess no sooner appeared, than my girls came running to 
me for a shilling a-piece to cross her hand with silver. To 
say the truth, I was tired of being always wise, and could 
not help gratifying their request, because I loved to see 
them happy. I gave each of them a shilling ; though, for tlie 
honor of the family, it must he observed, that they never 
went without money themselves, as my wife always let them 
have a guinea each, to keep in their pockets, but with strict 
injunctions never to change it After they had been closetetl 
up with the fortune-teller for some time, I knew by their 
looks, upon their returning, that they had been promised 
something great. — "Well, my girls, how have you sped? 
Tell me, Livy, has the fortune-teller given thee a penny- 
worth ?" — " I protest. Papa," says the girl, " I believe she 
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deala with somebody that's not ri^t ; tor, she positivetj de- 
clued tbat I am to be married to a 'Sqnire in less than a 

twelvemonth T'— " Well, now, Sophy, my child," said I, " and 
what sort of a husband are you to have?"— "Sir," replied 
she, " I am to have a lotd soon after my sister has married 
the 'Squire." — "How," cried I, " is that all you are to have 
for your two shillings ? Only a lord and a squire for two 
sfaillingB I You fools, I could have promised you a Prince 
and a Nabob for half the money." 

This curiosity of theirs, however, was attended with very 
serious effects : we now began to think ourselves designed 
by the stars to something exalt«d, and already anticipated 
our future grandeur. 

It has been a thousand times observed, and I. must ob- 
serve it once more, that the hours we pass with happy pros- 
pects in view, are more pleasing than those crowned with 
fruition. In the first case, we cook the dish to our own ap- 
petite ; in the latter, nature cooks it for na. It isimpossible 
Ut repeat the train of agreeable reveries we called up for our 
entertainment. We looked npon our fortunes as once more 
rising ; and as the whole parish asserted that the 'Squire 
was in love with my daughter, she was actually so with him ; 
for they persuaded her into the passion. In this agreeable 
interval my wife had the most lucky dreams in the world, 
which she took care to teJl us every morning with great 
Holeranity and exactness. It was one night a coffin and 
cross bones, the sign of an approaching wedding; at 
another time she imagined her daughters' pockets filled with 
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farthingH, n eertais sign of their being abortly atuffed mth 
gold. The girls tlieniaelves had their omena. They felt 
itriaige ^isee^ oa their lips j they saw ringG iq the caitdlo ; 
purses Lounced from the fire ; and true-love knots lurked in 
the bottom of every tea-cup, 

Towarda the end of the week we received a card from the 
tovm ladies ; in which, with their compliments, they hoped 
to see all our family at church the Sunday following. All 
Saturday morning I could perceive, in conaequence o£ this, 
my wife and danght«ia in eloae oonforence together, and now 
and then glancing at me with looks that betrayed a latent 
plot. To be ainoera, I had strong euapiciona that aome ab- 
surd proposal was preparing for appearing with splendor the 
next day. In the evening they began tbeir operationa in a 
very regular manner, and my wife undertook to conduct the 
aiege. After tea, when I aeemed in spirits, abe began thus ; 
— " I fancy, Charles, my dear, we shall have a great deal of 
good company at our church to-morrow." — " Perhaps we 
may, my dear," returned I, " though you need be under no 
unei^iness about that ; you shall have a sermon whether there 
be or not," — " That ie what I expect," returned she ; "but I 
think, my dear, we ought to appe^ there aa decently as 
posaible, for who knows what may happen ?" — " Your pre- 
cautions," replied I, "are highly commendable. A decent 
behaviour and appearanoe in church is what charms me. 
We should be devout and humble, cheerful mi aerene." — 
"Ym," cried she, " I know that j but I mean we should go 
there in aa proper a mannar as possible ; not altogether like 
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the aembs about na."-^ <' You ape quite right, m; dear," 
Tetumad t, " and I wan going to make tliQ Teiy same pro- 
poaal. The pF(^F manner of going is, to go there ue early 
as poasibia, to have time for meditation before the serviae 
begins,"— r" Poob, CharloB," interrnptad aha, "all that iavery 
tiue ; but not what I would be at. I mean, we ahould go 
there genteelly. You know the church ia two milea off,aDd 
I protest I dou't li^e to aee my daughters trudging up to 
their pew all blowsed and red with walking, and lookiog for 
all the world oi if they had beeo winners, at a emook race. 
Now, mj dear, my proposal is this : there are our two plough 
horsea, the oolt that has bean in our family these nine years, 
and his companion Bkckberry, that has scarcely done an 
earthly thing for this month paat. They are both grown fat 
and lazy. Why ahouldnot they do aomething as well aa we ? 
And let me tell you, when Mosea has trimmed them a little 
they will cut a very tolerable figure." 

To this proposal I objected, that walking would be twenty 
times more genteel than auoh a paltry conveyance, as Black- 
berry was wall-eyed, and the colt wanted the toil ; that they 
had nerer been broken to the rein, but had a hundred 
vicious tricks ; and that we had but one saddle and pillion in 
the whole house. All these objections, however, were over- 
ruled ; 80 that I was obliged to comply. The next morning 
I perceived them not a little busy in collecting such 
materials as might be necessary for the expedition ; but, as 
I found it would be a busiDess of time, 1 walked on to the 
church before, ond they promised speedily to follow, I 
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waited near on honr in the reading desk for their arrivBl ; 
but not finding them come as expected, I was obliged to 
begin, and went through the serrice, not without some nn- 
easiness, at finding them absent. This was increased when 
all was finished, and no appearance of the family. I there- 
fore walked back by the horseway, which was five miles 
round, though the foot-way was but two, and when got 
about half-way home, perceived the procession marching 
Blowly forwards towards the church ; my son, my wife, and 
the two little ones, exalted ott one horse, and my two 
daughters upon the other. I demanded the cause of their 
delay ; but I soon found by their looks they had met with a 
thousand misfortunes on the road. The horse had at first 
refused to move from the door, till Hr. Burchell was kind 
enough to beat them forward for about two hundred yards 
with his cndgeL Next, the straps of my wife's pillion broke 
down, and they were obliged to stop to repair them before 
they could proceed. After that, one of the horses took into 
his head to stand still, and neither blows nor entreaties could 
prevail with him to proceed. He was just recovering from 
thia dismal situation when I found them ; hut perceiving 
everything safe, I own their present mortification did not 
much displease me, as it would give many opportunities of 
future triumph, and teach my daughters more humili^. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Michaelmas eve happemng on the next day, ve were in- 
ylUd to bam nuts and play tricka at neighbour Flam- 
borongh's. Our late mortifications had humbled us a little, 
or it JB probable we might have rejected savh an invitation 
with contempt : however, we enSered ourselves to be happy. 
Our honeat neighbour's goose and dumplings were fine, and 
the lainb's-wool, even in the opinion of my wife, who was 
a connoisseur, was excellent It is true, bis manner of tell- 
ing stories was not quite so well. They were very *long, 
and very dull, and about himself, and we had laughed at 
them ten times before : however, we were kind enough to 
laugh at them once more. 

Hr. Burcbell, who was of the party, was always fond of 
seeing some innocent amusement going forward, and set 
the boys and girb to blindmtm's-bnff. My wife too was per- 
suaded to join in the diversion, and it gave me pleasure to 
think she was not yet too old. In the meantime, my neigh- 
boar and I looked on, laughed at every feat, and praised 
our own dexterity when we were yonug. Hot-cocklea suc- 
ceeded next, qneations and commands followed that, and 
last of all, they sat down to hunt-the-slipper. As every 
person may not be acquainted with this primeval pastime, it 
may be necessary to observe, that the company at this play 
plant themeelvea in a ring upon the ground, aJl except one, 
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who stands in the middle, whose bu^ness it is to catch a 
shoe, which the company shove about under their hams 
from one te ukother, something like a weaver's shuttle. As 
it is impossible, in this case, for the lady who is up to face all 
the company M once, the great beauty of the play liea lb 
hitting her a thump wiHk the heel of the shoe on that side 
least ct^)able of making a defence. It was in this manner 
that my eldest daughter was hemmed in, and thumped 
about, all blowsed, in spitits, and bawlii^ for fair play, 
with a 'Toioe that might deafen a ballad-singer, when, con- 
foBion on confusion I who should enter the room but our 
two great acquaintances from town. Lady Blarney and Hiss 
Garoltntt Wilbeltnina Amelia Skeggs I — Description would 
but beggar, tlierefore it is unnecessary to describe tbie new 
mortification. Death I To be seen by ladies of snch high 
breeding in such vulgar attitudes ! Nothing better could 
ensue froM such a vulgar play of Mr. FlMnboroUgh's pro- 
posing. We seemed struck to the ground for some time, m 
if acttwlly petrified with amaaement. 

Th« two ladies had been at our house to See ns, and find- 
ing taa from home, came -after ns hither, as th^ were uneasy 
(0 know What accident could have kept ue from church the 
day before^ Olivia undertook to be our spokeswoman, and 
delivered the whole lb It summary way, only saying, " We 
Were thrown from our horses," At which account the ladies 
Wefe gi^atly concerned ; but being told the family received 
tlo hurt, they were extremely glad ; then being informed 
'^jtt we were bIUdsI killed by the fright, they wore vaaUy 
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Borry ; bat beariag that wo had a veiy good night, thef 
wen estrmnelr glad again. Nothing oould exceed lb«ir 
ooDiplaiBUice to my daughters: their professions the last 
evening were warm, but now they were ardant They pro- 
tested a desire of having a more lasting acqnaintance. 
Lady BUraey was particularly attached to Olivia; Uiss 
Carolina Wilhelmiaa Amelia Skegge (I love to ^te the 
whole name) took a gi«ater fancy to her eiater. Tliey 
supported the oonvenation between themselrea, while my 
daughters sat silent, admiring Uieir eaalted breeding. But 
as every reader, however beggarly himSelf, is fond of higU- 
lived dialogues, with bnecdotes of Iiords, Ladies, and 
Knights of the Garter, I must beg leave to girs him the 
concluding part of the present conversation. 

"All th^ I luiow of the matter," cried Miss Siugge, " is 
this, that it may be true, or it may not be true ; bat this I 
can assure your Ladyship, that the rout mt in amaze ; his 
Lordship turned all manner of colors, my Lady fell into a 
tound, but Sir Tomtyn, drawing his sword, rowed ha was. 
hers to the last drop of his blood." 

"Well," replied our FeereeS, " thia I cad say, that the 
Duchess never told me a syllable of the matter, and I be- 
lieve her Grace would keep ttothing a secret frona me. 
This you may depead upon as fact, tiiat the next day my 
Lord Duke cried out three times to his valet- de-ehambre| 
' Jeruigan, Jernigan, Jernigan, bring me my gartera.'" 

But previously I should have mentioned the very impolite 
behaviour of Mr. BureheU, who, during this discoiUBe, sat 
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with his face turned to the fire, and at the concluBion of 
every sentence would cry out fadgt ; an expieaaion which 
displeased ua all, and jn Home measure damped the rising 
spirit of the converaation. 

"BesideB, my dear SkeggB," continned our Peeress, 
" there is nothing of this in the copy of versee that Dr. 
Burdock made upon the occasion." — Fudge ! 

" I am snrprised at that," cried Hiss Skeggs ; " for he 
seldom leaves anything out, as he writes only for his own 
amosement. But can yow Ladyship favor me with a sight 
of them T—Fvdgt ! 

" My dear creature," replied oar Peeress, " do yon think I 
carry such things about me ? Though they are very fine to bo 
sure, and I think myself something of a judge ; at least I 
know what pleases my8el£ Indeed, I was ever on admirer 
of all Dr. Burdock's little pieces ,* for, except what he does, 
and our dear Conntess at Hanover Square, there's noUiing 
comes out but the most lowest stuS in nature ; not a bit of 
high-life among them." — Fudge I 

" Your Ladyship should eicept," says t'other, "your own 
things in the Lady's Mi^azine. I hope youll say there's 
nothing under-bred there, Bot I suppose you are to have 
no more from that quiater ?" — Fvdge I 

" Why, my dear," says the Lady, " you know my reader 
and companion has left me, to be married to Captiun Boach, 
and as my poor eyes won't suSer me to write myself, I havo 
been for some time looking ont for another. A proper 
person is no easy matter to find, and to be sure thirty 
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pounds a year is a Bmall stipend for a well-bred girl of 
character, that can read, write, and behave in compaiij : as 
for the chits abont town, there is no bearing tliem about 
one."— jPV^e / 

" That I know," cried Miss Skegga, " by experience. For 
of the three companions I had this last half-year, one of 
them refused to do plain-wort an hour in a day ; another 
thought twenty-five guineas a year too small a salary ; and 
I was obliged to send away the third for a misdemeanour. 
Virtue, my dear Lady Blarney, virtue is worth any price ; 
but where is that to be found ?" — Fudge I 

My wife had been for a long time all attention to this 
discourse ; bat was particularly struck with the latter part 
of it. Thirty pounds and twenty-five gniaetts a year made 
fifty-six pounds five shillings English money, all which was 
in a manner going a-begging, and might easily be secured 
in the family. She for a moment studied my looks for 
approbation ; and, to own a truth, I was of opinion, that two 
such places would fit our two daughters eiactly. Besides, if 
the 'SqDtre had any real afEectiou for my eldest daughter, 
this would be the way to make her every way qualified for 
her fortune. My wife therefore was resolved that we should 
not be deprived of such advantages for want of assurance, 
and undertook to harangue for the family. " I hope," cried 
she, " your Ladyships will pardon my present presumption. 
It is true, we have no right to pretend to such favors ; but 
yet it is natural for me to wish putting my children forward 
in the world. And I will be bold to say my two girls have 
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had a pretQ' good «dU<ntioD ottd capacifyi at Imat tfas 
conntij can't show better. They can read) write, and cast 
acoonntfl ; the/ anderatand their needle, broaditihih, crosB- 
and-change, and all manner of plain-work ; they can pink, 
point, and ttHi, and know Mmething of music ; they can do 
Up amall clothet ; work Upon catgut | my eldeit can cut 
paper, and mj jronngeat has a Very prettj manaer of telling 
fortunes upon the cardB." — Futige / 

When she had delivered this pretty piece ^f 4loqueooe, 
the two ladies looked at eadi other a few minutes In 
silence, with an ait of doubt Imd importance. At last Hiaa 
Cftfoiina Wilhelmina Amelia Skeggs condeaoended to ob- 
serve, that the young ladies, frotti the opinion she could form 
of them from m slight an acquaintance, seemed very fit for 
such employments. " But a thing of this kind. Madam," 
cried she, addressing my spouse, " requires a thorough ex- 
amination into charaotere, and a more perfect knowledge of 
each other. Sot, Madam," continued she, "that I in the 
least suspect the young ladies' virtue, prUdence, and dis- 
cretion I but there is a form in these things, Madam, there 

My wife a[^rovdd hw suspicioori very mflch, obawving 
that ehe was very apt to be suspicious herself j but referred 
her to all the neighbours for a character ; but this our 
Peeress deolined as unneceMary, alleging that her cousin 
Thornhill's recommendation would be NufficiAntj and upon 
tbie we Tested our palitioa. 

" <=™>gfc 
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FORTCRB SB 

riELD. UOBItnCiAlOHS ins OTZSS KOBE PMNFITI. THAR 
BBAt OiUHtTlEB. 

When we t^turned borne, the night w«s dedicated to 
Bcliemea of future coaquest. Deborah exerted much saga- 
city ia conjecturiag which of the two girls was likely to 
have the beit place, and most oj^rtimities of aeeitig good 
company. The only obstacle to our preferment was in 
obtaining the 'SqUire's recommendation, but he had already 
shown US too many instoncee of his friendship to doubt of 
it now. iBren ib bed my wife kept up the usual theme ; 
" Well, faith, my dear Cbaries, between oureelTcs, I think 
we have made an excellent day's work of it," — " ft^tty 
well," cried I, not knowing what to Hay.—" What I only 
pretty well I" returned she ; " I think it is very welL Sup- 
pose the girls should come to make aoquaiatinces of taata in 
town I This I am assured of, that London is the only place 
in the WMid for all manner of husbands. Besides^ my 
dear, stranger things happen every day | and as ladiee of 
quality sxe so taken with my dau^ters, what will not meti 
of quality he? Between ourselYes, I protest I like my 
Lady Dlatney Vastly, — so very obliging. However, Miss 
Caiolina Vrilhelmina Amelia fikegga has my warm heart. 
But yet, when they came to talk of places in town, you saw 
at once how I nailed them. Tell me, my dear, don't you 
think I did for my children there ?"—" Ay," returned I, not 
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knowing we]l wliat to think of the matter, — " Heaven grant 
they may be both the better for it this day three months !" 
This was one of those observationa I usually made to im- 
press my wife with an opinion of my sagacity ; for if the 
girls succeeded, then it was a pious wish fulfilled ; but if 
anything unfortunate ensued, then it might be looked upon 
as a prophecy. All this conversAtion, however, was only 
preparatory to another scheme, and indeed I dreaded as 
much. This was nothing less than that, as we were now to 
hold up our heads a little higher in the world, it would be 
proper to sell the colt, which was grown old, at a neighbour- 
ing fair, and buy us a horse that would carry single or 
double upon [an occasion, and make a pretty appearance at 
church, or npon a visit. This at first I opposed stoutly ; 
but it was as stoutly defended. However, as I weakened, 
my antagonist gained strength, till at last it was resolved 
to part with him. 

As the fair happened on the following day, I had in- 
tentions of going myself ; but my wife persuaded me that 
I had got a cold, and nothing could prevail upon her to per- 
mit me from home. " No, my dear," said she, " our son 
Hoses is a discreet boy, and can bny and sell to a very good 
advantage ; yon know all onr great bargains are of his 
purchasing. He always stands out and higgles, and actually 
tires them till he gets a bargain." 

As I had some opinion of my son's prudence, 1 was will- 
ing- enough to entrust b'"' with this commission ; and the 
next morning I perceived his sisters mighty bnsy in fitting 
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out Hosea for the fair ; trimmiDg his hair, bmahing hia 
buckles, and cocking hig hat with pina. The bnsineaa of 
the toilet being over, we had at last the Batisfactioii of 
seeing bim mounted upon the colt, with a, deal box before 
him to bring home groceriea in. He had on a coat made of 
that cloth they called thunder and lightning, which, though 
grown too short, was much too good to be thrown away. 
His waistcoat was of gosling green, and his Bisters had tied 
his hair with a broad black riband. We all followed him 
several paces from the door, bawling after bim, Good luck, 
good luekf till we could aee him no longer. 

He was scarcely gone, when Mr. Thomhill's butler came 
to congratulate us upon oar good fortune, saying, that he 
orerheard his young master mention our names with great 
commendation. 

Good fortune seemed resolved not to come atone. Ano- 
ther footman from the same family followed, with a card 
for my daughters, importing that the two ladies had received 
such pleasing accounts from Mr. Thomhill of us all, that, 
after a few previous inquiries, they hoped to be perfectly 
satisfied. " Ay," cried my wife, "I now see it is no easy 
matter to get into the families of the great ; bnt when one 
once gets in, then, as Moses says, one may go to sleep." To 
this piece of humor, for she intended it for wit, my 
daughters assented with a loud laugh of pleasure. In 
short, snch was her satisfaction at this message, that she 
actually put her hand in her pocket, and gave the messenger 
Revenpence-halfpenny, 
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This *» to )» our TiBiting day. Tlie next that wnne was 
Mr. BtiTchell, who had been at the fair. He brought my 
tittle ones a pennyworth of gingerbread each, which my 
wife undertook to keep for thero, and give them by bits at 
a time. He bronght my danghtera also a eoHi>le of boxes, 
la which they might keep waiers, bquS, patches, or even 
money, when they got it. My wife was usually fond of n 
weasel-skin puree, as being the most lucky ; but thia by the 
bye. Wo had still a regard for Mr. Burchell, though his 
late rude behaviour was in aome measure displeasing ; nor 
could we now avoid eoramnnieating our happiness to him, 
and asking his advise : although we seldom followed advice, 
we were all ready enough to ask it. When he read the note 
from, the two ladiee, he shook his head, and obeerved, thftt 
an affair of this sort demanded the utmost oiroumapection. 
— ^This air of diffidence highly displeased my wife. " 1 
never doubted, sir," cried she, " yonr readiness to be agwnat 
my daughters and me, You have more circumspection than 
is wanted. However, I fancy when we come to ask advice, 
we will apply to persons who seem to have made use of it 
themselvea." — " Whatever my own oouduct may iiave been, 
Madam," replied he, " is not the present question ; though 
as I have made no use of advice myself, I should in con- 
acience give it to thwe that will." Aa I was apprehensive 
this answer might draw on a repartee, making up by abuse 
what it wanted in wit, I changed the subject, by Beeming to 
wonder what could keep our »on ao long at the fair, ae it 
was now almost nightfall. "Never Blind our son," oriod 



my wife} " depend upon it he knoffa what be is aboqt. 111 
warrant we'll never see him sell bis hen of a, rainy day. I 
have seen him biiy such bargains as would oniaze one, I'll 
tell you a good story about tttat, that will make you split 
your sides with laughing. But, as I live, yonder comes 
MosoB, without a horse and with the box at hia bock." 

Ap Bha spoke Moses came slowly on foot, and sweating 
under the deal hoi, which hehad strapped roundhisaboulders 
like a peddler. " Welcome, welcome, Moses 1 well, my hoy, 
what have yon brought us from the fair ?" — " I have brought 
you myself," cried Moses, with a sly look, and resting the 
box on the dresser. — " Ah, Moses," cried my wife, " that wo 
know ; but where is the horse j"' — '^ I have sold him," cried 
Moses, " for three pounda five shillinga and twopence." — 
" Well done, my good boy," returned she ; " I knew you 
woTild touch them oflf. Between ourselyes, three pounds five 
shillings and twopence is no bad day's work. Come, let ua 
have it, then,"—" I have brought back no money," cried 
Hosea again ; " I have laid it all out on a bargain, and here 
it is," pulling out a bundle from his breast : " here they are ; 
a gross of green apectaclas, with silver rims and shagreen 
cases." — '' A gross of greeq spectacles I" repeated my wife 
in a faint voice. " And you hav^ parted with the oolt, and 
brought ua back nothing but agTosa of green paltry specta- 
cles I" — " Dear Mother," cried the boy, " why won't you 
listen to reason ? I had them a dead bargain, or I should 
not have bought them. The silver rims alone will sell for 
double the n!ijney,"W A fig for ibfi silver riaw," orieii my 
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wife in a passion ; " I dare say the; won't eell for above 
half the money at the rate of broken silver, five shilliDgB 
an ounce." — "Yon need he nnder no uneasiness," cried I, 
" about selltng the rims, as they are not worth sixpence ; for 
I perceive they are only copper, vamiahed over." — " What," 
cried my wife, "not silver! the rims not silver !"—" No," 
cried I, " no more silver than your saocepan." — " And eo," 
returned she, " we have parted with lie colt, and have only 
got a groBS of green spectacles, with copper rims and sha- 
green cases 1 A plague take sach trumpery I The block- 
head has been imposed upon, and should have known his 
company better." — "There, my dear," cried I, "you are 
wrong ; he should not have known them at all." — " Marry, 
hang the idiot," returned she, " to bring me suck stuff ! i£ I 
had them I would throw them in the fire." — " There agaift 
you are wrong, my dear," cried I ; "for though they be 
copper, we will keep them by us, as copper spectacles, yon 
know, are better than nothing." 

By this time the unfortunate Moses was nadeceived. He 
now saw that he had been imposed upon by a prowling 
sharper, who, observing his figure, had marked him for an 
easy prey. I tlierefore asked the circumstance of his decep- 
tion. He sold the horse, it seems, and walked the fair in 
search of another. A reverend- looking man brought him 
to a tent, under a pretence of having one to sell. " Here," 
continued Moses, " we met another man, very well dressed, 
who desired to borrow twenty pounds upon these, saying 
that he wanted money, and would dispose of them for a 
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Utiid of their valne. The first gentleman, vho pretended 
to ba my friend, whispered me to buy them, and cautioned 
me not to let so good an offer paaa. I sent for Mi. Flam- 
borough, and they talked him np aa finely as they did me, 
and BO at last we were peranaded to bny the two groBS be- 
tween OS." 



CHAPTER XnL 

KB. BOBOECLL IB IVtmD TO BK Alt UrnKT 



OoK family had now made several attempts to be fine ; but 
some unforeseen disaster demolished each as soon as pro- 
jected. I endeaTOoied to take the advantage of every disap- 
pointment, to improve their good sense in proportion as they 
wore frustrated in ambition. "Tou see, my children," cried 
I, " how little is to be got by attempts to impose upon tho 
world, in coping with our betters. Such as are poor, and will 
associate with none but the rich, are hated by those they 
avoid, and despised by those tbey follow. Unequal combi- 
nations are always disadvantageous to the weaker side, the 
rich having the pleasure, and the poor the inconveniences 
that leealt from them. But come, Dick, my boy, and repeat 
the fable that you were reading to-day, for the good of th« 
company." 
" Once upon a time," cried the child, " a giant and a dwarf 
6 

n .C,00,d. 
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y/ete fiieads, and kept together, llie^made a barg^ ^nt 
thej would nevier forsake each other, but go seek adventores. 
The first battle they fought was with two SaracenB, and the 
dwarf, who was yety coarageons, dealt one of the cham- 
pions a moat sngi; blaW. It did the Saracen very little iS' 
jury, who lifting up his sword, fairly etnick off tiw poor 
dwarfs arm. He waa now in a wofu! plight ; bat ths 
giant coming to bis asBistance, in a short time left the two 
Saracens dead on the plain, and the dwarf cut o& the dead 
man's head oat of spite. They then travelled on to another 
adrenture. This -was ag^at tbreo Uoody-rainded Sa^^fRi 
who were ourying away a danisel in distroas. ;The dwarf 
was not quite so fierce now m before; but for all that 
Btnick the first blow, which was returned by another, -that 
knocked out his eye ; but the giant was soon np with Utem, 
iand had they not fled, would certainly haxe kiHed tkma erery 
one. TTiey were all veiy joyful for this vitftory, and-the 
damsel who was rdieved fell in love with the giant, <md 
married him. They now travelled far, and farther than 1 
tjan tell, till they met with a company of robbCTS. The 
giant, for the first time, was foremost now ; but the dwarf 
was not far behind. The battle was stont and long. Wher- 
ever the giant came, all fell before him ; but the dwarf had 
like to have been killed more Ihan once. At last the victory ; 
declared for tbe two adventurers ; but the dwarf lost his 
leg. The dwarf was now without an arm, a leg, and an eye, 
while the giant was without a single wound ; upon which 
he cried out to his little companion, ' Uy little bero, tUb is 
- ChwIc 



glorioni Bpart ! let ns- get one victory more, and then we 
shall have honor for ever.' 'No/ criea the dwarf, who wn» 
by tiiis time grown wiser, 'no, I declare quita ; I'll fight no 
more ; for I find in every battle that you get all the honor 
and rewards, but aB tfae blows fall upon me.' " 

I was going to moralise this fable, when oar attention 
■was called off to s warm dispnto between my wife and Mr, 
Bnrchell, npon my danghtem' intended expedition to town. 
My wife very strenuously insisted upon the advantages that 
would result from it ; Mr. Bnrchell, on the contrary, dia- 
snaded her with great ardor, and I stood neuter, nis pre- 
sent diesuasionB seemed hut the second part of those which 
were received with bo ill a grace in the morning. The dis- 
pute grew high, while poor Deborah, instead of reasoning 
fitrohger, t^ed louder, and at last was obliged to take shel- 
ter from a defeat in clamor. The conclusion of her ha- 
rangue, however, was highly dSspleasing t* us all : " Bhe 
knew," she said, " of some who had their own secret leasona 
for what they advised ; but, for het part, she wished such to 
stay away from her house for the fatm«." — " Madam," cried 
Bnrchell, with looks of great composure, which tended to 
inflame her more, " as for secret reaBons, yon are right ; I 
have secret reasons, which I forbear to mention, becauHO 
jion are not able to answer those of which I make no secret ; 
bnt I find my visits here have become tronblesome ; 111 
take my leave therefore now, and perhaps come once mora 
to take a final farewell when I am quitting the country,* 
Httviog said this, he took up his hat, nor could the attempts' 
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of Sophia, whose looks seemed to upbraid hia precipittuu^, 
prevent hia going. 

When gone, we all regarded each other for some minntei 
with confusion. My wife, who knew heraelf to be the 
cause, strove to hide her concern with a forced smile, and 
an air of assarance, which I was willing to reprove : " How, 
women," cried I to her, " is it thus we treat strangers ? Is 
it thus we return their kindneas ? Be assured, my dear, 
that these were the harshest words, and to me the most nn- 
pleasing, that ever escaped your lips!" — ''Why would he 
provoke me then ?" replied she ; " but I know the motives 
of his advice perfectly well. He would prev«it my girls 
ftom going to town, that he may have the pleasnre of my 
youngest daughter's company here at home. But whatever 
bt^pens, she shall choose better company than such low- 
lived fellows SB he." — " Low-lived, my dear, do yoa call 
him ?" cried I ; " it is very possible we may mistake this 
man's character ; for he seems upon some occasions the most 
finished gentleman I ever fcnew.^Tell me, Soplua, my girl, 
has he ever given you any secret instances of hia attach- 
ment?" — "His conversation with me, Sir," replied my 
daughter, " has ever been sensible, modest, and pleasing. 
As to aught else, no, never. Once, indeed, I remember to 
have heard him say, he never knew a woman who could find 
merit in a man that seemed poor." — "Such, my dear," cried 
I, " is the common cant of all the unfortunate or idle. But 
I hope yon have been taught to judge properly of such 
men, and that it would be even madness to expect happineoa 
. Cookie 
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&om one who lias been so very bad an eeonomiHt of Iub own. 
Toot mother and I have now better proBpecte for you. The 
next winter, which you wQl probably spend is town, will 
pTe you opportunities of making a more prudent choice," 

What Sophia's reflections were upon this occasion I can- 
not pretend to determine ; but I was not displeased, at the 
bottom, that we were rid of a guest from whom I had much 
t» fear. Our breach of hospitality went to my conscience a 
little ; but I qoickly silenced that monitor by two or three 
specious reasons, which served to satisfy and reconcile ma 
to myself. The pain which conscience gives the man who 
has already done wrong, is soon got over. Conscience is a 
coward, and those fanlts it has not strengtti enough to pre- 
vent, it seldom has justice enough to accuse^ 



CHAPTER XIV. 

VBISH KOItiniCATIOKS, OB A DEXONSTBATION 1 



The journey of my daughters to town was now resolved 
upon, Mr. Thomhitl having kindly promised to inspect their 
conduct himself, and inform us by letter of their behaviour. 
But it was thought indispensably necessary that their ap- 
pearance should equal the greatness of their expectations, 
which could not be done without expense. We debated, 
therefore, in full council what were the easiest methods of 
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rainug money, or, more properly epeaklng, what we coold 
most conveaieotly sell. The deliberatioii was soon finished ; 
it waa found that our temajoing h(wsa was uit«clj osdess ' 
for the plough, without his companion, aud equally unfit for 
the road, as wanting an eye ; it was therefore determined 
that we should dispose of him for tiie purposes above men- 
tioned, at the neighboring fair, and, to preveat imposition, 
that I should go with liim myself. Though this was one of 
die first mercantile tranaactions of my life, yet I had no doubt 
about acquitting myself with reputation. The opinion a 
man fonns of bis own prudence is measured by that of th9 
company he keeps ; and as mine was mostly of a d<nnestic 
Uod, I had conceived no unfavorable sentiments of ray 
worldly wisdom. My wife, however, next monung, at partr 
ing, after I had got some paces from the door, called me 
hack, to advise me, in a wbi^ter, to have all my eyes about 

Z had, in the nsnal fonns, when 1 came to the fair, put 
my horae through all his paces, hot for some time had no 
bidders. At last a chapman approached, and after he had 
for a good while examined the horse round,' finding him 
blind of one eye, he woald have nothing to say to him ; a 
second came up, but observing he had a spavin, declared he 
would not take him for the driviug home ; a third perceived 
be bad a windgall, and would bid no money ; a fourth knew 
by his eye that he had the botts ; a fifth wondered what a 
pl^ue I could do at the fair with a blind, spavined, galled 
■ ack, that waa only fit to be cat up for a dog-kenneL By 
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thw tijse I began to hvn a most hearty contempt for the 
poor animal m^Belf, and was almost ashamed at tha ap- 
ptoactt of evwj customer ; for though I did not entirely be- 
lieve all the fiellows told me, jet I reflected that the number 
at witoeeseB was a strong presumption they were right ; and 
8t Gregory, upon Good Works, professes himaelf to be of 
the same opini<iii. 

I was in this mortifying situation, when a brotliei glergy- 
maa, an old ^cquaiDtance, who had slao business at the fair, 
came up, and ahakiug me by the hand, propoeed ndjooiaing 
to a puMic-house, and taking a glaas of whatever we could 
get. I readily closed with the offer, And entering an ale- 
house, we were shown iaia a little back rooqi, where there 
was only a venerable old man, vho sat wholly intent over a 
large book, which he was reading. I never in. my life saw 
a figure that prepossessed me more favorably. His loeka of 
silver-grey venerably shaded hia temples, and fan green old 
age seemed to be the result of health and benevolence. How- 
ever, his presenoe did not interrupt our eonversation ; my 
friend mi4 I lUacoiused on the Ts[ious turns of fortune we 
hod met — the Wbistonian controvemy, qiy last punphlet, 
the arekdeacon's reply, and the bard measure that was dealt 
me. But our attention was in a short time taken ofi by the 
appearance o£ a youth, who, entering the room, respectfully 
eaid something softly t« the old stranger, " Make no apolo- 
gies, my child," said the old man, " to do good is a duty we 
owe to all our fellow-cieatures ; take this, I wish it wer« 
more ; but five ponnds will relieve your distress, and yon arf 
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welcome." The -modefit youth shed tears of gntitade, (md 
yet his gratitude was scarcely eqoal to mine. I could have 
hugged the good old man is my airos, Ms benevolence 
pleased me so. He continued to read, and wereeumed onr 
coDTOtsatioB, until my companion, after some time, recollect- 
ing that he had business to transact in the fair, promised to 
be soon bock, adding, that he always desired to have as much 
of Dr. PrimrMe's company as possible. The old gentlranan, 
hearing my name mentioned, seemed to look at me with at- 
tention for some time, and when my friend was gone, moat 
respectfully demanded if I was any way related to the great 
Primrose, that courageous writer, who had been the bulwark 
of the Church. Never did my heart feel aincerer rapture 
than at that moment " Sir," cried I, " the applause of bo 
good a mau, as I am rare you are, adds to that happiness in 
my breast which your benevolence has already exdted. 
You behold befme you, sir, that Dr. Primrose, whom you 
have been pleased to call great." — " ^," cried the stranger, 
struck with awe, " I fear 1 have been too familiar ; but you'll 
forgive my curiosity, Sir : I beg pardon." — "Sir," cried I, 
grasping his hand, "you are so far from displeasing me by 
your familiarity, that I must beg you'll accept my friend- 
ship, as you already have my esteem." — " Then with grati- 
tude I accept the offer," cried he, squeezing me by the hand, 
"thou glorious pillar of unshaken orthodoxy I and do I be- 
hold " I here interrupted what he was going to S(^ ; tor 

though, as an author, 1 could digest no small share of flat- 
tery, yet now my modesty would permit no more. How- 
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ever, no lovera in lomanoe ever cemented a more histuitme- 
0U8 friendship. We talked npon leroral Bnbjecta ; at first I 
thought he Beemed rather devoat than learned, and began to 
think he despiiwd all human doctrinei as diosB. Tet this no 
way lessened bim in mj esteem, im I had for eome time 
begun prirately to harbor sncb an opinion of myself. I 
therefore took occasion to obeerve, that the world in general 
began to be blamably indifferent as to doctrinal matters, and 
followed banian specnlations too mnch. — " Ay, sir," replied 
he, as if he bad reserved all his learning to that moment, 
" Ay, Sir, the world is in its dotage, and yet the cosmogony 
or creation of the world has puzzled philoeophers of all ogM. 
What a medley of opinions have ^eynot broached npon the 
creation of the world ! Sanchonisthon, Manetho, Berosos, 
and Ocellus Lucanua,haye all attempted it in rain. The lat- 
ter has theee words, AnareJuM ara hai aleiataioa to pan, 
which imply that all things have neither beginning nor end. 
Manetho also, who lived about the time of NebnchadoU' 
Asser, — Asser being a Syriac word usually applied as a sur- 
name to the kings of that country, as Teglat Phael-Asser, 
Nabon-Asser, — he, I say, formed a conjecture eqaoUy ab- 
Bord ; for as we usually say, Efc to biblitm kabemttei, which 
implies that books will never teach the world ; ao he at- 
tempted to investigate — hut, Sir, I ask pardon, I "mi straying 
from the quration,"— That he actually was ; nor eonld I, for 
my life, see how the creation of the world had anything to 
do with the business I was talking of ; but it was sufficient 
to show me that he was a man of letters, and now I leveti 
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eneed hiiU the nuare. I wm resolved, thwefora, to bring 
bim to the tonchstoae ; but he was too m3d and too gentle 
to contend for victory. Whenever t mctde ild obaervation that 
looked like a .ch^enge to coatroverqy, he would smiie, ahako 
hk head, and eay oozing, by wbicb, I underBtood he could 
(ay muoh, if be thought proper. The subject, therefore, in- 
Benaibly dianged, from the buBiness of antiquity to that which 
brought us both to the fair ; mine, I told him, wtis to Bell a 
h<sso, and very luckilj indeed, hia was to buy one fofone o£ his 
tenant!. My hoTBo was sotin produced, and, in fine, we atrock 
a barg«in. Nothing now remained but to pay me, and he ac- 
cordingly pulled out a thirty pound note, and bid me chango 
it. Not being in a c^>aci4y of complying with this demand, 
ko ordered his footman to be called up, who ntsdo hit 
af^eartbce in * very genteel livery. " Hera, AbrfJiam," 
died he, " go aoA get gold for Ibis ; you'll do it at iieigUhonr 
Jackson's, or anywhere." While the fellow vat gime, he 
entertained me with a pathetic haruigue on the great ecarcity 
«E Bkiver, which I undertook to improve by deplcriDg also 
Om ereat scarcity o£ gold ; bo that by the time Abraiuun re- 
turned, we had both agreed that money was never so hard to 
be come at as now. Abraham returned to inform us, that he 
had been over the whole fair, and could not get change, 
though he had ofEered half-a-crown for doing it This was 
a very great diHappointmeot to ua all ; but the old gentle- 
man, having paused a little, asked me if I knew one Solomon 
Plamborough in my part of the counhy. Upon replying 
that he wairmy nest-door neighbour ; " If that be tba qbb« 
CooqIc 
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'tbeii,''TetanMdh^"Ibelievewe'^all deal. Tod shall luiv« 
ft draft upon bim, pajA\» aX sight ; nod let ma tell you, b« 
is IB wm B ButB as sny wiUiin five milee Toiind him. 
HonMt SoloDKHi sod I have been ocquunted for many jears 
t<%ether. I remember I slwajia beat him at three jamps ; 
but he could hop on one leg farther than I." A draft upon 
my neighbour was to me the same as money ; for I was 
Aiffici«itly cimvinced of his ability. The draft was signed, 
and pot into my hands, and Mr. Jenkineon, tlw old gentle- 
maii, )us man Abraham, and my horse, old Blackberry, 
ttotted ofE Teiy well pleased with each other. 

After a short into^al, being left to lefiection, I began to 
recollect ihat I had done wrong in taking a draft from a 
atranger, and so pmdently resoWed upon following the pnr- 
.chaser, and having back my horse. But this was now too 
lata. I therefore made directly homewards, resolving to get 
Uie draft changed into money at my friend's as fast as 
possible. I fonnd my honest neighbour smoking his pipe 
at his own door, and informing him that I had a Bmali bill 
upon him, he read it twice over. " Yon can read the name, 
I suppose," cried I, " Bphraim Jenkinson." — " Yes," retained 
he, " the name ie written plain enough, and I know the gentle- 
mtm too, the greatest rascal under the canqpy of heaven. 
This is the very same rogue who sold us the spectacles. 
Was he not a venerable- looking man, with grey hair, and no 
flaps to his pocket-holes ? And did he not talk a longstring 
of learning about Greek, and cosmogony, and the world?" 
To this I replied with a groan. " Ay," continued he, " he 
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has but that ona piece of learning in the world, and he 
ftlwa^a talks it away whenever he finds a scholar in com- 
pany ; bnt I know the rogue, and will catch him yet" 

Though I was already sufficiently mortified, my greatest 
Btniggie was to come, in facing my wife and daaghters. No 
truant was ever more afraid of returning to school, there to 
behold \he master's visage, than I was of going home. I was 
determined, however, to anticipate their fury, by first fall- 
ing into a passion myself. 

Bnt alas I upon entering, I fonnd the family no way dis- 
posed for battle. My wife and girls were all in tears, Mr. 
Thomhill having been there that day to inform them that 
their journey to town was entirely over. The two ladies 
having heard reports of ns from some malidonB person about 
us, were that day set out for London. He could neither dis- 
cover the tendency, nor the author of these ; but whatever 
they might be, or whoever might have broached them, he 
continued to assure our family of his friendship and pro- 
tection. I found, therefore, that they bore my disappoint- 
ment with great resignation, as it was eclipsed in the great- 
ness of their own. But what perplexed us most, was to 
think who could be so base as to asperse the character of a 
family so harmless as ours, too humble to excite envy, and 
too inofEensive to create disgust. 
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That CTening, and a part o£ the following daj, was em- 
plojed in fruitlesa attempts to discover our enemies : scarce- 
ly a family in the neighbom:hood but incurred our suspicions, 
and each of ua had reasons for our opinions best known to 
oniselves. As we were in this perplexity, one of our little 
boys, who had be^ playing abroad, brought in a letter-case, 
which he found on the green. It was quickly known to be- 
long to Mr. Burcbell, with whom it had been seen, and, 
upon examination, contained some hints upon different 
subjects ; but what particularly engaged oar attention was a 
sealed note, saperscribed, The copy of a letter to he sent to 
the tiao laities at ThomhiU Castle. It instantly occurred 
that he was the base informer, and wo deliberated whether 
the note should not be broken open, I was against it ; but 
Sophia, who said she was sure tjutt of all men he would be 
the last to be guilty of so mach baseness, insisted upon its 
being read. In this she was seconded by the rest of the 
family, and at their joint solicitation I read as follows : — 

" Lasies, 

"The bearer will sufficiently satisfy yon aa to the person 
^m whom this conies j one, at least, the friend of innocence, 
and ready to prevent its being led astray. I am informed 
^or a truth, that you have some intention of bringing two 
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young ladies to town, whom I have some knowledge o^ 
wader the chRractM of companions. Aa I would aeitber 
have simplicity imposed upon, nor virtue contaminated, I 
must oSer it as m; opinion, that the imj^roprietj of ench a 
step will be attended with dangerous consequences. It has 
never been my way to treat the infamous with severity ; nor 
should I now have taken this method of explaining myself, 
or reproving foUy, did it not aim at guilL Take, therefore, 
the admonition of a friend, and serioDsly reflect on the con- 
sequences of introducing terrible disaster into retreats where 
peace and innocence have hitherto resided," 

Oar doubts were now at an end. There seemed, indeed, 
igomething applicable to both sidea in this letter, and its 
censures might as well be referred to those to whom it was 
written as to ns ; but &e malidoos meaning was obvious, 
and we went no farther. My wife had scarcely patience to 
hear me to the end, but railed at the writer with nnresttained 
resentment. Olivia was equally severe, and Sophia seemed 
perfectly amazed at his baseness. As for my part, it ap- 
peared to me one of the vilest instances of unprovoked in- 
gratitude I had met~with ; nor could I account for it in any 
other manner, than by imputing it to his desire of detuning 
my youngest daughter in the country, in order to have the 
more frequent opportunities of meeting her. In this manner 
we all sat ruminating upon schemes of vengeance, when oar 
other little boy came running in to tell us that Mr. Burchell 
^asapproachingat the other end of the field. Itisea»erl« 
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conceive than describe the complicBted sensntioiA which ars 
felt from the pain of a recent injurj, and &e pleasnre of an 
approaching Tengeance. Though our intentions were ffoij 
to upbraid him with his ingratitude, yet it was Tesolved to do 
it fn a manner that would bo perfectl;' cutting. For this 
purpose wo agreed to meet him with our nauid mnilea ; to 
chat in the beginning with more than ordinary kindnesa ; to 
amuse him a little ; and then, in the midst of the flattering 
calm, to boiBt upon him like an cartltquake, and oTerwhebn 
him with.a sense of his own baseness. This being reserved 
npon, my wife undertook to manage the business herse^,' as 
she reiJly had some (act for Buch an undwtaking. We »»W 
him approach ; he entered, drew a chair, and sat down.— 
" A fine day, Mr. BurcheU." — " A very fine day, I)oetor ; 
thoQg^ I fancy we shall hare aoine rain by the ehootang of 
my coma," — "The shooting of your horns 1" cried mywif* 
in a loud fit of laughter, and then asked pardon for being 
fond of a joke. — " Dear Madam," replied he, " I pwdon yo« 
with all my heart, for I protest I should not have Qiought it 
a joke had you not told me." — "PeAape not. Sir," cried taf 
wife, winking at na ; " and yet I dare aay you can t«ll us 
liow many jokes go to an ounce." — " I fancy, Madam," re- 
tomed Burchell, "you have been reading a jest-book this 
morning, that ounce of jokes ia so very good a conceit ; and 
yet. Madam, X bad rather see half an ounce of nndeistand- 
ing," — " I believe yon might," cried my wife, still smiling at 
na, though the laugh was against her ; " and yet I have seen 
some men pretend to understanding (hat have very little." 
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— " And no doubt," Tetumed hw antngonist, " you have 
known ladiea aet up for wit, that had none." I quickly be- 
gao to find that my wife was likely to gwn bat little at thia 
buBinesa ; so'.I reBolved to treat him in a style o£ more seve- 
rity myBelf. " Both wit and understanding," cried I, " are 
trifles withont integrity ; it is that which gives value to every 
character, ^he ignorant peasant without fault, is greater 
than the philosopher with many ; for what is geniua or 
courage without lieBit ? An Jumeal man U the nobltst vmrh 
of Ood." 

" I always held that hackneyed maxim of Pope," returned 
Mr. Burchell, " aa very unworthy a man of genius, and a 
base desertion, of his own superiority. As the repntation of 
books is raised, not by their freedom from defect, hut the 
greatoeis of Ui^ir beauties ; so should that of men be prized, 
not for tb^ CEemption from fault, but the. size of those 
virtues they are possessed of. The scholar may want pm- 
denoe, the statesman may have pride, and the champion 
ferocity ; but shall we prefer to these the low mechanic, 
who laboiiously plods through life without censure or 
applause ? We might ea well prefer the tame correct paintr 
ings of the Flemish school, to the erroneous but eublime 
Kutnationfl of the Bomwi pencil." 

" Sir," replied I, " your present observation is just, when 
there are shining virtues and minute defects ; bat when it 
Appears that great vices are opposed in the same mind to as 
extraordinary virtues, such a character deservea contempt" 
. " Perhaps," cried he, " there may be some such monsters 
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fig yon describe, of great vices joined to great virtues ; yet 
in my piogiesB thiongh life, I never yet fonitd one inatance 
of their existence : on the contrary, I have ever perceived, 
that where the mind was capacious, the afEections were good. 
And, indeed. Providence seems kindly our friend in this par- 
ticnlar, thus to debilitate the understanding where the heart 
is corrupt, and diminish the power, vhen there is the will 
to do mischief. This mle seema to extend even to other 
HTii'ipalB : the little vermin race are ever treacherous, cruel, 
and cowardly, whilst those endowed with strength and power 
are generous, brave, and gentle." 

" Utese observations sound well," returned I, " and yet it 
would be easy this moment to point out a man," and I fixed 
my eyes steadfastly upon him, " whose head and heart form 
a most detestable contrast. Ay, ffir," oontiuoed I, raising 
my voice, " and I am glad to have this opportunity of de- 
tecting him in the midst of his fancied security. Do you 
know this. Sir, this pocket-book?" — "Yes, Sir," returned he, 
with a face of impenetrable assurance, " that pocket-book is 
mine, and I am glad you have found it." — " And do you 
know," cried I, "this letter? Nay, never falter, man; but 
look me full in the face : I say, do you know this letter ? " — 
" That letter," returned he ; " yea, it was I that wrote that 
letter." — " And how could you," said I, " so basely, so un- 
gratefully presume to write this letter ?" — " And how caraa 
you," replied he, with looks of unparalleled effrontery, " so 
basely to presume to break open this letter? Don't you 
Icaow, now, I conld hoog yoD all for this ? AU Qiat 1 have 
7 
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to do is to swear at the nest Justice's, that yon hsTO bean 
guilty of breaking open the lock of my pocket-book, and w 
hang you all np at thia door." — This piece of unexpected 
inaolenoe raised me to such a pitch, that I could Bcarcdy 
govern my pasmon. " Ungratefnl wretch I begone, and 
no longer pollute my dwelling with thy baseneea I begone, 
and never let me see thee again I Qo from my doM", and 
the only punishment I wish thee is an alarmed conadence, 
which will be a euffioient tormentOT 1 " So saying, I threw 
Itim hia pock^book, which he took up with a smile, and 
shutting the clasps with the utmost composure, left ns, qnit« 
BStoniahed at the aerenity of his assurance. My wife was 
particularly enraged that noting oould make him angry, 
or make him seem ashamed of hia villaniea. " My dear," 
cried I, willing to calm those paaaiona that had been raised 
too high amongst ns, " we are not to be surpiised that bad 
men want shame ; they only blush at being detected in 
doing good, but glory in their Ticea." 

" OaOt and Shame, Bays the allegory, were at first com* 
panions, and in the beginning of their journey, inseparably 
kept together. Bat their union was soon found to be dis- 
agreeable and inconvenient to both: Gnilt gave Shame 
freqnent uneasinesa, and Shame often betrayed the sectet 
GonspiraciM of Guilt. After long disagreement, therefore, 
they at length cousented to part for ever. Guilt boldly 
waUced forward alone to overtake Fate, that went before in 
the shspe of an executioner ; but Shame being naturally 
timorous, returned back to keep company with Virtue, wiuob 
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In the beginning of their joamey they had left behind, 
Thua, my children, after men have travelled through a few 
Btagee in vice, Bhame foreakos them, and retoms back to 
wait upon the few virtues they have still remwning," 



CHAPTER XVI. 

IBB vauLi traa uti, which is otroano wits stiu< obeatek. 

Whatevbb might have been Sophia's Bensations, the rest of 
the family was easily consoled for Mr, BurcheU's absence 
by the company of our landlord, whose visits now became 
more freqnent, and longer. Though ho had been disap- 
pointed in procuring my daughters the amusements of the 
tovni as he designed, he took every opportunity of supplying 
litem with those httle recreations which our retirement 
■would admit of. He usually came in the morning, and 
^vhile mj son and J followed our occupations abroad, he 
sat with the family at home, and amused them by describing 
the town, with every pait of which he was particularly ac- 
quainted. He could repeat all the observations that were 
retailed in the atmosphere of the play-hoases, and had all 
tlie good things of the high wita by rote, long before they 
made their way into the jest-booka. The intervals between 
conversation were employed in teaching my daughters piquet, 
or sometimes in setting my two little ones to box, to make 
them sharp, as he called it ; but the hopes of having him 
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for a aoii'ia-law, in soma measure blinded us to all his im- 
perfectiona. It mast be owned, that 1117 wife lud a thousand 
Bchemes to entrap him ; or, to speak more tenderly, used 
ereiy ait to magnify the merit of her daughter. If the 
cakes at tea ate short and crisp, the; were made by Olivia ; 
if the goosebeny-wine was well knit, the gooseberries were 
of her gathering ; it was her fingers which gave the pickles 
their peculiar green ; and in the composition of a pudding, 
it was her judgment tliat mixed the ingredients. Then the 
poor woman would HometimeB tell the 'Squire, that she 
thon^t him and Olivia estremely of a size, and would bid 
both stand up to see which was tallest. These instances of 
cunning, which she tJionght impenetrable, yet which every- 
body saw through, were vary pleasing to our benefactor, 
who gave every day some new proofs of his paasion, which, 
though they had not arisen to proposals of marriage, yet we 
thought fell but very little ehort of it ; and his slowness 
was attributed sometimes to natire bashfulness, and some- 
times to his fear of offending his uncle. An occurrence, 
however, which happened soon after, put it beyond a doubt 
that he designed to become one of our family ; my wife even 
regarded it as an absolute promise. 

My wife and daughters happening to return a visit to 
neighbour Flamborough's, found that family had lately got 
their pictures drawn by a limner, who travelled the country, 
and took likenesses for fifteen ehillings a head. As this 
family and oors had long a sort of rivaliy in point of taste, 
AUT spirit took the alarm at this stoleii march upon us, and 

n , Google 
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notWithatanding all I could say, and I said much, it waa re- 
solved that we Bhotild have our pictorea done too. Having, 
therefore, engaged the limner — for what could I do f — our 
next deliberation was, to show the Huperioriiy of our toate 
in the attdtudes. Aa for our neighbour's family, there were 
seven of them, and they were drawn with aeven oranges, s 
thing qait« out o£ taste, no variety in life, no composition in 
the world. We desired to have aomething in a brighter 
style, and after many debates, at length come to a nnani- 
moas resolution of being drawn together in one large histori- 
cal family piece. This would be cheaper, since one frame 
would serve for all, and it wonld be infinitely more genteel ; 
for all families of any taste were now drawn in the same 
manner. As we did not immediately recollect a historical 
subject to hit na, we were contented each with being drawn 
as independent historical figures. My wife desired to be 
represented as Venna, and the painter was instructed not to 
be too frugal of his diamonds in her stomacher and hair. 
Ber two little ones were to be Cupida bj her aide ; while I, 
in my gown and band, was to preaent her with my books on 
the Wiatonian controvert. Olivia wonld be drawn as an 
Amazon, sitting upon a bank of flowers, dressed in a green 
Joseph, richly laced with gold, and a whip in her hand. 
Sophia was to b« a Shepherdess, with as many sheep as the 
painter could put in for nothing ; and Moaea waa to be 
dressed out with a hat and white feather. Our taste so 
much pleased the 'Squire, that he msisted on being put in as 
one of the funily, in the character of Alexander the Qreat,. 
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at Olivia's feet. This woa considered by as aH u aa indi- 
cation of his desire to be introduced into the family, nor 
could we refuse hia requests The painter was therefore set 
to work, and as he wrought with assiduity and expedition, 
in less than four days the whole was completed. The piece 
was large, and it most be owned he did not spare his ocdore ; 
for which my wife gave him great eac<»QiumB. We were 
all perfectly satisfied with hie performance ; but an mifor- 
tnnate circumstance had not occurred till the picture was 
finished, which now struck us with dismay. It sraa so very 
large that we had no place in the house to fix it. How we 
all ctune to disregard so material « point, is inconceivable ; 
but certain it is, we had been all greatly remiss. The pic- 
ture, therefore, instead of gratifying our vanity, aa we hoped, 
leaned, in a most mortifying manner, against the kitchen 
wall, where the oanvas was stretched and painted, much 
too large to be got through any of the doors, and the jest of 
all our neighbours. One compared it to Robinson Crusoe's 
long-boat, too lai^ to be removed ; another thought it mate 
resembled a reel in a bottle ; some wondered how it could 
be got out, but still miJre were amaxed how it ever 
got in. 

But though it ezdfed the ridicule of some, it efEectnally 
raised more malicious suggestions in' many. The 'Squire's 
portrait being found united with ours, was an honor too great 
to escape envy. Scandalous whispers began to circulate at 
OUT expense, and oar tranquility was continually disturbed 
by persons who came as friends to tell ns what was said of 
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ns b; «n«mes. These rqwrts we hIwktb resented with be* 
oonung ^irit ; bat scandal ever imiKOTes by oppoiitioD. 

We once again, tberefote, entei^d into a conaultation upon 
obTiatmg the malice of oar enemies, and at last came to a 
resolstioa which had too much oiuiniag to give me eatire 
satisfaction. It was this : as onr principal object was to 
discovw the nncerity of Mr. Tbornbill's intentiooa, my wife 
undertook to sound him, by pretending to oak his advice in 
the choice of a hoaband for hei eldest daughter. If this 
was not found niffideat to induce bim to make a declaration, 
it was then resolved to terrify him with a rival. To this 
last st«p, however, I would by no meaua give my consent, 
till Olivia gave me the most solemn assurances that she 
would many the peisoa provided to rival him upon this 
occasion, shoold he not prevent it by taking her himself. 
Such was the schemie laid, which, Hiough I did not strenu- 
onsly oppose, I did not entirely gippiove. 

The neil time, therefore, that Mi. Thombill came to see 
US, my girls took cue to be ont of the way, in order to give 
their mnminri an opportonily of putting ber scheme iato 
execution ; but they only retired to the next room, whence 
they could overbear the whole conversation. My wife art- 
fully introduced it, by observing that one of the Miss 
Flamboroughs was likely to have a very good match of it in 
Mr. Spanker. To this the 'Squire assenting, she proceeded 
to remorii, that they who had warm fortunes were always 
sore of getting good husbands. " But Heaven help," con- 
tinued she, " the girls that have none. What signifies 
Coojilc 
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beauty, Mr. Thomlull? or what aignifiaa all the Tirtuo, 
and all the qnalificationa in the world, in this age of self - 
Intereet ? It is not, What is she 7 bnt, What has she ? is 
all the cry." 

" Madam," returned he, "I highly approve the jnatice, aa 
veil as the novelty, of yonr remarks, and if I were a king, 
it should be otherwise. It should then, indeed, be fine timea 
with the girls without fortunes ; our two young ladies should 
be the first for whom I would provide. ■" 

"Ah, Sir," returned my wife, " yon are pleased to be 
facetious ; but I wish I were a queen, and then I know 
where my eldest danghtflr should look for a husband. But, 
now that yon have put it into my head, seriously, Mr. Thorn- 
hill, can't you recommend me a proper husband for her? 
ahe is now nineteen years old, well grown and well educated, 
and, in my humble opinion, does not want for parta." 

"Madam," replied he, " i£ I were to choose, I would find 
out a person possessed of every accomplishment that can 
make an angel happy. One with prudence, fortune, taste, 
and sincerity ; such, Madam, would be, in my opinion, the 
proper husband." — "Ay, Sir," said ahe, "but do' yon know 
of any such person?" — "No, Madam," returned he, "it is 
impossible to know any person that deserves to be her 
husband ; she's too great a treasure for one man's posses- 
sion, — she's a goddess ! Upon my sou! I speak what I think, 
— she's an angel I" — "Ah, Mr. Thomhill, you only flatter my 
poor girl ; but we have been thinking of marrying her to 
one of vour tenants, whose mother is lately dead, and who 



^HB SQOIBI'S rarSHTIOlfa MOT CLEAR. 89 

wants a manager. Yon know whom I mean, — Farmer 
WiUiams, a warm man, Hr. Thorahill, able to give her 
good bread ; and who has sereral times made her proposals 
(which was actually the case) ; but, Sii," concluded she, " I 
should be glad to have your appiohation of our choice." — 
" How, Madam," replied ha, " my ^ipiobation ! My appro- 
bation of such a choice ! Never. "What I sacrifice so much 
beauty and sense and goodness to a creature insensible of 
the blessing I Eicnae me, I can never approve of such a 
piece of injustice. And I have my reasons." — "Indeed, 
Sir," cried Deborah, "If you have yoor reasons, that's another 
affair ; but I should be glad to know these reasons." — 
" Excuse me. Madam," returned he, "they lie too deep tor 
discovery, (laying his hand npon his bOB<nn) ; they remain 
buried, riveted here." 

After he was gone, upon a general consultation, we could 
not teU what to make of these fine sentimenta. Olivia con- 
sidered them as instances of the most exalted passion, but I 
was not quite so sanguine ; it seemed to me pretty plain that 
they had more of love than matrimony in them ; yet what- 
ever they might portend, it was resolved to prosecute the 
scheme of fanner Williams, who, from my daughter's flrst 
^pearance in the conntry, had paid her his addrcEses. 
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As I onlj sbidied my child's real bappmess, the as^doit; 
of Mr. Williams pleaeedme, SB lie waain eaej circumataaceB, 
prudent and sinceie. It required but very little encourage- 
ment to revive his former passion ; ao that in fuk evening or 
two he trad Mr. Thomliill met at onr house, mid sorvc^ed 
eaoh other for some time with looks of anger ; bat Willittma 
owed his landlord no rent, and little legaidad Mb indignatdcoi. 
Olivia, on her side, acted the coquette to perfection (if that 
m^ht be called acting which was her real oharooter), pre- 
tending to lavish all her tenderness on her new lover. Mr. 
Thomhill appeared quite dejei^ed at this preference, and 
witii a pensive mr took leave, though I own it puzeled me 
to find him so much iu pain as he appeared to be, when ha 
bad it in his power so easily to remove the catun, by de- 
claring himself. But whatever nneaaineas he seemed to tfn- 
duro, it could easily be perceived that Olivia's anguish was 
still greater. After any of these interviews between her 
lovers, of which there were several, she osnally retired to soli- 
tude, and there indnlged her grief. It was in such a situa- 
tion I found her one evening, after she had been for some 
time supporting a fictitioua gaiety, " You now see, my 
child," said I, " that your confidence in Mr. ThomhiU's 
psBsion was all a dream ; he permits the rivalry of another, 
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every way biii inferior, tliougli tie knows it lies in bis power to 
seouxe yon to himsdf by s candid declaration." — "Yes, 
Papa," returned sbe, " but be has bis reasons for this dday } 
I Imow he baa. The sincerity of bia looks and words con' 
vinces me of bis real esteem. A short time, I hope, will diS' 
cover tbe generosity of bis aentimeuts, and coavince you 
that my opinion of bim has been more just tbsn yours." — 
" Olivia, my darling," returned I, " every scheme that bas 
been hitherto pursued to compel him to a declaration, has 
been proposed and planned by yourself, nor can yon in tba 
least say that I have constrained you. But you must not 
suppose, my dear, that I will ever be instromental in suSeri 
in g his honest rival to be tbedupeof yoor ill-placed passion. 
Whatever time yon require to bring your fancied admirer to 
an explanation, shall be granted ; but at the ecpiiation of 
that term, if be is still regardless, I must absolutely insist 
that honest Mr. Williams shall be rewarded for his fidelity. 
The character which I have hitherto supported in life de- 
mands this from me, and my tenderness as a parent sbal! 
never influence my integrity as a man. Name then your 
day ; let it be as distant as you tbink proper ; aod in the 
meantime, take care to let Mr. Thornbill know the exact 
time on which I design delivering yon np to another. If be 
really loves you,bis own good sense will readily suggest that 
there is but one method alone to prevent his losing yon for 
ever." — ^Tbis proposal, which she could not avoid consider- 
ing as perfectly just, was readily agreed to. Sbe again re- 
newed her moat positive promise of marrying Mr. Williams, 
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in case of fie other's insenBibility ; and at the next oppor- 
tnnitf, in Mr. Thomhill's presence, that daj month waa 
fixed npon for her nuptials with liiB rival. 

Sach Tigorons proceedings seemed to redouHe Mr, Thorn- 
lull's aniiety ; but what Olivia really felt gave me BOme 
uneasiness. In this stmggle between pmdenco and pasnon, 
her vivacity qnito forsook her, and every opportunity of 
solitude was sought, and spent in tears. One week passed 
away ; but Mr. ThomhiU made no effort to restrain her 
nuptials. The sncceeding week he was still assiduous, but 
not more open. On the third he discontinued his visits en- 
tirely, and instead of my danghter testifying any impatience, 
as I expected, she seemed to retain a penaiTe tranquility, 
which I looked npon as resignation. For my own part, I 
was now sincerely pleased with thinking that my child was 
going to be sen^nred in a continnance of competence and 
peace, and frequently applauded her resolution in preferring 
happiness to ost«ntation. 

It was within about four days of her intended nuptials, 
that my little family, at night, wero gathered round a charm- 
ing fire, telling stories of the past, and laying schemes for 
the future,— busied in forming a thousand projects, and 
laughing at whatever folly came uppermost " Well, Hoses," 
cried I, " we shall bood, my boy, have a wedding in the 
iEamily ; what is your opinion of matters and things in 
general ?" — " My opinion, Father, is, that all things go on 
very well ; and I waa just now thinking, that when Sister 
Livy is marriod tfl Fanner Williams, we shall have tlia 
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loan of his dder-preas and brewing tuba for nothing." — < 
" That we ahall, Mos«e," cried I, " and be will sing ub -Death 
andthe LaAf, to raiaa our gpirila, into the bargain." — "He 
has taught that aong to our Dick," cried Mosea, " and I think 
he goes through it veiy prettily." — "Does he ao?" cried I; 
" then let ua haTO it" — Where'a little Dick ? let bim up with 
it boldly." — "My brother Dick," cried Bill, my yooageat, "is 
juat gone out with Sister Livy ; but Ui. Williama bas taught 
me two BongB, and I'll sing them for you, Papa. Wliich 
aong do you choose, the Dying Stean, or the Elegy on the 
Death of a Mad Dog f" " The elegy, child, by all means," 
saidi; "I never heard that yet ; and Deborah, my life, grief 
yoD know is dry,-^etuB have a bottle of the best gooaebeny- 
wine, to keep up our apirita. I have wept ao much at all 
aoi\B of elegies of late, that without an enlivening glass, I 
am sure tbia will overcome me ; and Sophy, love, take your 
guitar, and thrum in with the boy a little." 



AN ELEGY ON THE DEATH OP A MAD DOG. 

Good people all, of every sort. 

Give ear unto my aong ; 
And if you find it wondrous short, 

It cannot hold yon long. 

In Islington there was a man. 
Of whom the world might say. 



That stai a godly race he ran 
"Whene'er he went to pray. 

A kind and gentle heart he had, 
To comfort friends and foea j 

The naked every day he clad, 
When he put on hia clothes. 

And in the town a dog was found, 

Ab many dop there be, 
Both mongrel, puppy, whelp, and hound, 

And curs of low degree. 

This dog and man at first were friends ; 

But when a pique began. 
The dog, to gain some private ends, 

Went mad, and bit the man. 

Around from all the neighbonring streets 
The wondering neighbours tan, 

And Bwore the dog had lost his wita, 
To bite BO good a man. 

The wonnd it seemed both sore and sad 

To every Christian eye ; 
And while they awore the dog was mad, 

They swore the man would die. 
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But soon a wondei came to light, 
That showed the rogues they lied,— 

The man recovered o£ the bite, 
The dog it was that died, 

" A TOry good boy, Bill, npon my word, and an elegy that 
may be truly called tragical. Come, my children, here'sBill's 
health, and may he one day be a biahopl " 

" With all my heart," cried my wife ; " and if he bttt 
preach as well oa be siogs, I make no doubt of him. The 
moat of his family by the mother's fiide could sing a good 
song. It was a oommon Atyiog in our oonntry, tliat tlia 
family of the Blenkinsops oould Dever look straight befiva 
them, DOT the Eaggisaona blow out a candle ; that there 
were none of the Qrograma but coQld ung a song, or of the 
HfUJotMCS bat could tdl a story." — ^ However that be," 
cried I, " the most vulgar ballad of them all generally 
pleases me better than the Sue modem odes, and ttkings that 
petrify us in a single stanza — productions that we at onoe 
detest and praise. Pass the glass to your brother Moses. 
The great fault of theoe elegiasts is, that they are in deapur 
for grie& that give the sensible part of mankind very little 
pain. A lady loses her muff, her fan, or her lap-dog, and ao 
&e ailly poet runs home to versify the disaster." 

" n»at may be the mode," cried Hosea, " in snblimer com- 
positions ; but the EaneUgh songs that come down to us an 
perfectly familiar, and all cast in the same mould. Colin 
meets Dolly, and they hold a didi^:ae together ; he givea hw 
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a fairing to put in her hair, and she presents him with a 
noaagay ; and then they go together to chuich, where they 
give good advice to young nympha and swains to get mar- 
ried as fast as they can." 

" And very good advice t4>o," cried I ; " and I am told 
there is not a place in the world where advice can be 
given with so much propriety as there ; for as it per- 
soades as to many, it also furnishes us with a wife ; 
and surely that must b« an excellent market, my boy, 
where we are told what we want, and are supplied with it 
when 'wanting." 

" Tes, Sir," letumed Moses, " and I know of no batter 
market for wives than in this country." 

" Yon are right, my boy," cried his mother;. "Old En|^d 
ia the only pUce in the world for husbands to get wives."-^ 
" And for wives to manage their husbands," intermpted L 
" It is a proverb abroad, that if a bridge were built across 
the sea, all the ladies of the continent would come over to 
take pattern inaa ours ; for there are no such wives in 
Europe as our own. But let us have one bottle more 
Deborah, my life ; and Moses, give ns a good song. What 
thanks do we not owe to Heaven for thus bestowing tran- 
quility, health, and competence I I think myself happier 
now than the greatest monarch upon earth. He has no such 
fireside, nor such pleasant faces about it Yes, Deborah, we 
are now growing old ; but the evening of our life ia likely 
to be hf^py. We are descended from ancestora that knew 
no stain, oad we dutU leaye a good and nrtuona race of chil- 
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dren beKind us. "While welivethejvrill be our Bupport uid 
our pleasure here, and wheo we die they will tTBuamit oui 
honor untainted to posterity. Come, my son, we wait for a. 
song ; let us have a chorus. But where is my darling Olivia ? 
That little cherub's voice is always sweetest in the concert." 
— Jnat as I spoke Dick came running in. " Papa, Papa, 
she is gone from na, she is gone from us ; my sister Livy is 
goae from ns for ever." — "Gone, child I"— "Yes, she is gone 
off with two gentlemen in a post-chaiae, and one of them 
kissed her, and said he would die for her ; and ahe cried very 
much, and was for coining back ; but he persuaded her 
again, and she went into the chaise, and said, ' what will 
my poor papa do I'" — "Now then," cried I, "iny children, go 
and be miserable ; for we shall never enjoy one hour more. 
And 0, may Heaven's everlasting fury light upon him and 
his I Thus to Tob me of my child 1 And sure it will, for 
taking back my sweet innocent that I was leading up to hea- 
ven. Such sincerity as my child was possessed of t But all 
our earthly happinesa is now over 1 Go, my children, go and 
be miserable and infamous ; for my heart is broken within 
me ! " — " Father," cried my son, " is this your fortitude ? " 
— "Fortitude, child! yes, ye shall see I have fortitude! 
Bring me my pistols. I'll pursue the traitor ; while he is 
on earth I'll pursue him. Old as I am, he shall find I can 
sUng him yet. The villain ! The perfidious villain !" — I 
had by this time taken down my pistols, when my poor wife, 
whose passions were not so strong as mine, caught me in her 
Brms. " My dearest, dearest husband," cried she, " the Bible 



99 VltUB OF WAKEFIELD. 

Ib Qie ODI7 weapon that ia fit for your old handa noff. Open 
that, my Iotb, and read onr anguish into patience, for she has 
vilely deceived us."—" Indeed, Sir," reaumed my eon, after 
a panBB, " your xage ia too violent and unbecoming. Yoa 
shonid be my mother's comforter, and you increase her pain. 
It ill Hoited 70a and your reverend character, thus to curse. 
your greatest enemy ; you should not have cursed him, vil- 
lun as he is."— "I did not CDrse him, child, did I?" — 
" Indeed Sir, yon did ; yoa cnrsed him twice." — " Then, may 
Heaven forgive me and him if I did I And now, my son, I 
see it was more than human benevolence that first taught us 
to bless onr enemies I Blessed be IJis holy name for all the 
Ipiod He hath given, and for all that He bath taken awayl 
Etat it is not — it is not a small distress that oan wring tears 
from these old eyes, that have not wept for so many years. 
Uy child I My darling I May confusion seize— Heaven for- 
give me, what am I about to say !— Yon may remember my 
lore, how good she was, and how chanqing ; till this vile 
moment all her care was to make na happy. Had she but 
4ied I— J)at she is gone, and I must look out for happiness 
in other worlds than here. But, my child, yon saw them go 
cff ; perhaps he forced her away. If he forced her, eha 
may yet be innocent" — " Ah no, Sir," cried the child ; " ha 
only kissed her, and called ber bis angel, and she wept very 
much, and leaned upon his arm, and they drove off very 
fast." — " She's an ungrateful creature," cried my wife, who 
coold scarcely speak for weeping, " to use us , thus. She 
never had the least constraint put upon her affections. Tha. 
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vile thing has baself deserted her parents without any pro- - 
vocation, thus to briog your grey hairs to the grave ; and I 
most shortly follow." 

In this numner that night, the first of oar real misfortoncs, 
was spent in the bitterness of complaint and ill-supported 
sanies of enthusiasm. I determined, however, to find out 
our betrayer, wherever he waa, and reproach his baseneaa. 
The next morning we missed onr wretched child at breakfast, 
wfaeM she used to give life and cheerfnlnegs to us all. My 
wife, aa before, attempted to ease her heart by reproaches. 
"Never," cried ahe "shall that vilest sttun of our family 
again darken these harmless doors. I will never call her 
daughter more ; she may bring us to shame, but she shall 
never more deceive ns." 

"Wife," scud I, "do not talk thus hardly ; my detestation 
of her guilt is as great as yours; but ever shall this house and 
Ihis heart be open to a poor returning repentant sinner. The 
sooner she retnms from her transgressions, the more weloMne 
shall she be to me. For the first time the very best may err ; 
art may persuade, and novelty spread ont its charm. The 
first fanlt is the child of simplicity, bnt every ether the ofE- 
Bpring of gnilt. Tea, the wretched crciture shall be welcome 
to this heart and this house, though stuned with ten thousand 
vices. I will again hearken to the mnsic rf her voice, again 
wni I hang fondly on her bosom, if I find but repentance 
there. My son, bring hither my Bible and my staff : 1 will 
pnrsue her, wherever she is. 
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Teouob the child could not describe the gentleman's person 
who handad his sister into the poat-chaiBe, yet my sne- 
picions feU entirelj upon our young landlord. I therefore 
directed my steps towards Thombill- castle, resolving to np- 
brud him, and If possible, to bring back my daughter ; bul , 
before I had reached his seat, I was met by one of my 
parishioners, who said be saw a youag lady resembling my 
dsoghter, in a post-chaise with-a gentleman, whom, by the 
description, I could only guess to be Mr. Burchell, and that 
they drove very fast. This information, however, did by 
no means satisfy me. I therefore went to the young 'Sqnire's, 
and though it was yet early, insisted upon seeing him im- 
mediately. He soon appeared, with the most open familiar 
air, and seemed perfectly amazed at my daughter's elopement, 
protesting upon his honor that he was quite a stranger to it. 
I now therefore coDdemned my former suspiciona, and could 
turn them only on Mr. Burchell, who, I recollected, had 
of late had several private conferences with her ; but the 
appearance of another witness left me no room to doubt his 
villany, who averred that he and my daughter were actually 
gone towards the Wells, about thirty miles off, where there 
was a great deal of company. Being driven to that state 
of mind in which we all are more ready to act precipitately 
than to reason aright, I never debated with myself whether 

C;oO;ilc 
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these accounla might not have been ^ven by persona pur- 
posely plsoed in my way t« mislead me, but resolved to 
pnnae my daagliter and hei fancied delader thither. I 
walked along with earnestness, and inquired of several by 
the way ; but received no accounts, till, entering the town, 
I was met by a person on horseback, whom I remembered 
to have seen at the 'Squire's, and he assured mo that if 
I followed them to the races, which were but thirty miles 
fiirther, I might depend upon overtaking them ; for he had 
seen them dance there the night before, and the whole as- 
sembly seemed charmed with my daughter's performance. 
Early the next day, I walked forward to the races, and about 
four in the afternoon I came upon the course. The com- 
pany made a very brilliant appearance, all earnestly em- 
ployed in one pursuit, that of pleasure ; how different from 
mine, that of reclaiming- a lost child ! I thought I perceived 
Mr. Burchell at some distance from me ; but, as if ha 
dreaded an interview, upon my approaching him he mixed 
among a crowd, and I saw him no more. I now reflected 
that it would bo to no purpose to continue my pursuit farther, 
and resolved to return home to an innocent family, who 
wanted my assistance. But the agitations of my mind, 
and the fatigues I had undergone, threw me into a fever, 
the sjTnptoms of which I perceived before I came oS tho 
course. This was another unexpected stroke, as I was more 
than seventy miles distant from home ; however, I retired 
to a little ale-house by the road-side, and in this place, tho 
uaual retreat of indigence and frugality, I laid me dowu 



lOS TICAB 

''patiently to ■viait the isent at my disorder. I Ingniafaed 
'here for nearly three weeks; but at last my conBtitution 
prevailed, though I was unprorided with money to deCrsy 
the ezpenses of tny entertaioment. It is possible the anmely 
from this last circamstonce alone might hkve brought on s 
relapse, had I not been supplied by k traveller, who stiq^d 
to take a cnrsoiy refreshment. This persoii was no other 
than the philanthropic bookseller in St. Paul's Churchyard, 
mho has written so many little bod^s for childrou ; he called 
himself their friend ; but he was the friend of all mankind. 
He was no sooner alighted hut he was in haste to be gone ; 
for he was ever on business of the utmost ii^oztance, and 
was at that time .actually compiling matmals for the history 
of one Mr. Thomas Trip. I immediately reooUected Hua 
good-natm^d man's red pimpled face ; and from him I bort 
lowed a few pieces, to be paid at my return. Leaving &a 
inn, therefore, as I was atlll weak, I resolved to retom hotne 
by easy journeys of (en miles a day. My health and usual 
tranquility were almost restored, and I now condemned that 
pride which had made me refractory to the band of correc- 
tion. Man little knows what calamities'iu'e beytmd his pa- 
^ence to bear, till he tries them : as in aacending the Iteig^ts 
of ambition, which look bright from below, every st«p we 
rise shows us some new and gloomy proEf»ect of bidden dia- 
ftppointment ; so in our descent from the snmmite of plea- 
sure, though the vale of misery below may appear at first 
dark and gloomy, yet the busy mind, still attentive to its own 
vnnsement, finds, as we descend, something to flatter and to 
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{jJease. Still, as we (^roach, th« darkest objecta appear to 
brighten, and the mental eye becomea adapted to its gloomy 
situation. 

I BOW proceeded forward, and had walked about two 
liooie, wheK I percrared what appeared at a distance like a 
wa^oQ, whidi I resolved to orertake ; bnt when I came up 
with it, fognd it to be a strolling company's cart, that was 
OttciTing their scenes and o&er llieatrical fumitnre to the 
n^^ Tillage, where tbej were to exhibit. The cart was at- 
tended (wlj by the person who drove it and one o£ the com- 
puij, M tbe rest of the players were to follow the ensuing 
day. " Good company upon tbe road," says the proverb, 
" is the shortest cat." I therefore entered into conversation 
with the poor player ; and as I once bad some theatrical 
powers myself, I descanted on such topics with my nsual 
freedom ; but as I was pretty much nnacqnainted with the 
present state ot the stage, I demanded who were the present 
theatrical writers in vogne, who the Dtydens and Otways of 
tiie day? — "I fucy, Sir," cried the player, "few of oor 
modem dramatasts wonld think themselves much honored by 
being con^ared to tbe writers yon mention. Dryden and 
Bowe's manner, Sr, are qnit« out of fashion ; our taste has 
gone back a whole century ; Fletcher, Ben Jonson, and all 
the plays of Shakspeare, are the only things that go down. 
— ''How," cried I, "is it possible the present age can be 
pleased witb that antiquated dialect, that obsolete humor, 
those overcharged characters, which abound in the works 
yon meatiMi ?" — " Sir," returned my companion, " the public 
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think notihiag about dialect, or liumor, or charactor, ifx QuA 

is none of their husiaeas ; they only go to be amused, and 
find themselves happy when they can eujo; a paatomime, 
iindei the sanction of Joason'a or Shohspeore's name." — 
" So then, I Huppose," cried I, " that our modem dramatiBts 
are rather imitatom of Shakspeare than of nature." — "To 
say the truth," returned my companion, " I don't know that 
they imitate anything at all ; nor indeed does the public re- 
quire it of them ; it is not the composition of the piece, but 
the number of starts aad attitudes that may be introduced 
into it that elicits applause. I have known a piece, with not 
one jest in the whole, shrugged into popularity, and another 
saved by the poet's throwing in a fit of the gripes. No, Sr, 
the works of Congreve and Farquhar have too much wit in 
them for the present taste ; our modem dialect is much more 
natural." 

By this time the equipage of the strolling company had 
arrived at the village, which, it seems, had been apprised of 
our approach, and was come out to gaze at us ; for my com- 
panion observed, that stroUera always have more spectators 
without doors than within. I did not consider the impro- 
priety of my being in such company, till I saw a mob gather 
about me. I therefore took shelter, aa fast as possible, in 
the first ale-house that offered, and being shown into the 
common room, was accoated by a very well-dressed gentle- 
man, who demanded whether I was the real chaplun of the 
company, or whether it was only to be my masquerade 
character in the play. Upon roy informing him of the 
Cooak 
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truth, and that I did not. belong in any sort to the company, 
he was coadescending enough to .desire me and the player to 
partake in a bowl of punch, over which he discnssed modem 
politics with great earnestness and interest. I set him down 
in my own mind for nothing leas than a Parliament-msn at 
least ; bnt was almost confirmed in my conjectures, when, 
npcm asking what there was in the house for anpper, he in- 
Biet«d that the player and I ahonld sup with him at bis honse ; 
with which reqnest, after some entreaties, we were prevailed 
on to comply. 
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The hoose where we were to be entertained, lying at a small 
distance from the village, our inviter observed, that as the 
coach was not ready, he would conduct us on foot ; and we 
soon arrived at one of the moat magnificent mansions I had 
seen in that part of the country. The apartment into which 
-we were shown was perfectly elegant and modem ; ho went 
to give orders for supper, while the player, with a wink, ob- 
served that wo were perfectly in luck. Our entertainer soon 
returned ; an elegant supper was brought in, two or threo 
ladies in easy dishabille were introduced, and the c 
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tien began with sanie sprightliness. PotiticB, howsrer, was 
the subject on whifdi our eDtertainsr chiefly expatiated ; for 
be asKfted that liberty was at once his boast and his terroi. 
Aft«r the clotb was remoTed, he asked ma if I had seen the 
laat MonitOT ? to which I replied in the negatire. " What I 
Bor the Auditor, I sappose ?" cried he. — f Neither, Sir," re- 
turned I, — " That's strange, veiy strange," replied ray enfer- 
tuner. Now I read all the politics that coma out. The 
tlailjr, the Pnblic, the Ledger, the Chronicle, Uie London 
Evening, the Whitehall Evening, the seventeen Magazines, 
and the two Reviews ; and though they hate eadi other, I 
lore them all Liberty, Sir, liberty is the Briton's boast, 
and I reverence itn guardians." — " Then it is to be hoped," 
cried I, "yon reverence thfl ling." — "Yes," returned roy 
entertainer, " when he does what we would have him ; but 
if he goes on as he has done of late, I'D never trouble my- 
self more with his matters. I say nothing. I think, only, 
I could have directed some things better. I don't think 
(here bss been a sufficient number of advisers ; he shonld 
take advice &om every person willing to give him advice, 
and then we should have things done in another manner." 

" I wish," cried I, " that snoh intruding advisers were 
fixed in the [ullory. It should be the duty of honest men to 
assist the weaker side of oor ConBtitution, that sacred power 
which has for some jrears been every day dedining, and losing 
its due ahare of inflnence in the State. But these ignoranta 
atill oontinne the same cry at ' Liberty ;' and if tbey have any 
weigbt, basely throw it into the ainking scale." 
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« How," cried one ef tbe ladiee, " do 1 lite to see <»ie so 
base, BO Bordid, as to be an enemy to liberty, uid a d^mdw 
of grants 1 Liberty, tbat sacred gift of HesTen, that glori* 
onfl privilege of BritonB !" 

" Can it be posaible," cried ont entertainer, " that tbei* 
eboald be any found at present advoeateB for Blaveiy ? Asy 
"wbo are for meanly giring up the privileges of BritoBH? 
Can any, Sir, be so abject ?" 

" No, Sir, " replied I, " I am for liberty, that attribute of 
God I Glorimis liberty t that theme of modeni declamation. 
I would have tSl men kings. I would be a king myself." 

Here the impatience of my entertainer codd be reetrahied 
no longer. " What," cried he, " dien I have been aH tbis wUifl 
entertaining a Jeanit in parson's clothes I but by all tite 
coal-mines of Cornwall, ont he shall pack, if my name be 
Wtlkinson." I now found I bad gone too far, and asked 
pardon for the warmth with which I had spoken. " Pardon I" 
returned he in a ftuy : " J think such principles demand ten 
thousand pardons. What f give up liberty, property, and, ■■ 
the Gazeteer says, lie down to he saddled with wooden 
shoes ! Sir, I insist upon yonr marching out of this house 
immediately, to prevent worse consequences ; Sir, I Insist 
npon iL" I was going to repeat my remouBtrances ; birt 
just then we heard a footman's rap at the door, and the 
two ladies cried out, "As sure as death, there ia om- master 
and mistress come homo 1" It seems my entertainer was all 
this while only tbe bntler, who, in his master's absence, had 
a mind to out a fignre, and be for a while tbe gentlemOD 
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Himself ; and, to eay the truth, he talked politioa as well ss , 
most country gentlemen do. But nothing could nov exceed ' 
my corifuaion upon seeing the gentleman and hia lady enter ; 
nor was their surprise at finding such company and good 
cheer, less than oars. " Gentlemen," cried the real master 
o£ the house to me and my companion, " my wife and I . 
aie your moet humble servants ; but I protest this is so un- 
expected a favor, that we almost sink under the obligation," 
However unexpected our compuiy mi^t be to them, theirs 
I am sure was still more so to us, and I was struck dumb vrith 
the apprehensions of my own absurdity, when whom should 
I next see enter the room but my dear Miss Arabella Wil- 
mot, who was formerly designed to be married to my son 
George, but whose match was broken off aa already related. 
As soon as she saw me, she flew to my arms with the utmost 
joy. — " My dear Sir," cried she, " to what happy accident 
is it that we owe ho unexpected a visit ? I am sure my 
uncle and aunt will be in raptures when they find they have 
tho good Dr. Primrose for their guest." Upon hearing my 
name, the old gentleman and lady very politely atept up, 
and welcomed me with the most cordial hospitality. Nor 
could they forbear amiling, upon being informed of the 
nature of my present visit ; but the nnfortunat* butler, 
whom they at first seem disposed to turn away, vras, at my 
intercession, forgiven. 

Mr. Arnold and hia lady, to whom the houBe belonged, now 
insisted upon having the pleasure of my atay for some days ; 
and Bs their niece^ my charming pupil, whose mind in soma 
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tneasure bed been formed onder mjr own instrnctioDB, joined 
!□ their eotreatiea, I complied. That night I -was Bhown to k 
magniflcent chamber, sad the next morning early Miss 
'Wihnot desired to walk with me in the garden, which was 
decorated in the modem manner. After some tine spent in 
pointing ont the heanties of the pUce, she inquired with 
aeeming nnconcem, when last I had heard from mj son 
George ? " Alas I madam," cried I, " he has now been 
nearl; three jeaiB absent, without ever writing to his friends 
or me. Where he is I know not; perhaps I shall never see 
him or happinesB more. No, mj dear Madam, we stiall 
never more see snch pleasing hovn as were once spent bjr 
oar fireside at Wakefield. My little family are now dis- 
persing very fast, and poverty has brought not only want, 
but disgrace upon us." The good-natured gitl let fall a tear 
on bearing this ; but as I saw she was possessed of much 
sensibility, I f orebore a more minute detail of our sufferings. 
It was, however, some consolation to me, to find that time 
hod made no alteration in her affections, and that she had 
rejected several ofiers that had been made her, since our 
leaving hei part of the country. She led me round all the 
extensive improvements of the place, pointing to the several 
walks and arbonis, and at the same time catching from every 
object a hint for some new question relative to my son. In 
this manner we spent the forenoon, till the bell summoned 
us in to dinner, where we found the manager of the strolling 
company that I mentioned before, who was come to dispose 
of tickets for the Fair Penitent, which was to be acted that 



flTeniiig, the port of Horatio by ajoong gwtlebuo irtio bad 
merer sp^wored on any sttge. He aeeBied to be tsj irann 
in the praiaea of tlie new parf ormer, and averred that he 
never saw any who ^bid bo fair for excelleooe. Acting, be 
observed, was not learned in a day ; " bat tkii geatlemaii," 
contintted he, "uems bora to tned the stage. His voice, hia 
Sgore, and attitudes, are all admirabla. We canght him up 
accidentally in our journey down." This account, in some 
measore, excited oar corion^, and, at Uta entreaty ot the 
ladies, I was prevailed upon to accompany them to the play- 
house, which was TU> other than a bam. As the cmnpany I 
with which I went was incoQt«stably the chief of the place^ I 
we were reocived with the greatest reqwct, and placed in 
the front seat ot the theatre ; where we' sat for some time 
with no small impatieDce to sea Horatio make his appear- 
ance. The new perfoimor advanced at last ; and lot parents 
think of my sensations by tiieir own, when I found it was my 
nnfortnnata son. Ha was going to be^n, \thea taming bis 
•yea opon the andience, be perceived Miss Wilnot and me, 
and stood at ones speechless and immovable. The actors 
behind the scene, who ascribed this paose to hia natural 
timidity, attempted to encourage bii" ; bat instead of going 
on, be bnist into a flood of tears, and retired ofE the stage. 
I don't know what were my feelings on this oooasion, for 
tiey sncceeded with too much rapidity for dwcription ; bat 
I was soon awaked from this disagreeable reverie by Miss 
Wilmot, who, pale, and with a trembling voice desired me to 
Gondoct her back to her nncle's. When home, Mr. Arnold, 
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who vas as jet a Btranger to onr extrkordinaiy behaTioar, 
beiag inforoed that tho tiev periennOT waa my son, aeot 
his coach and an invitation for him ; and as he persisted in 
hia refusal to appear again apon the stage, the plsTers put 
aaother in his plac«, and we eoon had faim vith na; Mr. 
Amdd gave him the kiadeat reception, and I reodved him 
with mj osual tranqioit ; fw Z could never ooimterf eit falsa 
rosentmsnt. — Miea Wilmot's reception was mixed with seem* 
ing neglect, and yet I oonld perceive she acted a studied 
part The tnmult in her mind seemed not jet abated ; sh« 
said twenty giddj things that looked like joj, and then 
laughed loud at her own want of meaning. At intervals she 
would take a alj peep at the glass, as if happj in tiie con- 
Bciousness of irreaistibk beastj, and often would ask qoet^ 
tiona witliout giving anj manner of attention to the an- 
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Aptbb we had supped, Mrs. Arnold politelj offered ta 
send a conple of her footmep for my son's baggage, which. 
bo at first seemed to decline ; but upon her pressing the re- 
quest, he was obliged to infonn her, that a stick and wallet 
weis all the movable things upon this eorCh that he coald.' 
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l»oast o£ " Why, 87, my eon," cried I, " yon left me bat 
poor, and poorl find yon have come bock ; and yet I make 
no doubt yon hava seen a great deal of the world," — " Yes, 
Bit," replied my son, " bat trBTelling after fortane is not the 
way to HecUTB her ; and indeed of late I have desisted bom 
the pnrguit." — *' I fancy, Sir," cried Hn. Arnold, " that the 
acconnt of your adventures would be amusing : the first part 
of them I tmve often beard from my niece : bnt could the 
company prevail npoa yon to give the rest, it would be an 
additional obligation." — " Madiun," replied my son, " I pro- 
mise yon the |il»^liw jtm have in hearing will not be half 
BO great as my vaol^ in repeating tbem ; yet in the whole 
narrative I can scarcely promise yon one adventure, as my 
account is rather of what I aaw than what I did. The first 
nuBfortune of my life, which you all know, was great ; but 
though it distressed, it could not sink me. No person ever 
had a better nacb at hoping than I. The less kind I found 
fortune at one time, the more I expected from her another, 
and being now at tha bottom of her wheel, every new re- 
volution might lift, but could not depress me. I proceeded, 
therefore, towards London on a fine morning, no way ucea^ 
about to-morrow, but cheerful as the birds that carolled by 
the road, and comforted myself with reflecting, that London 
was the mart where abilities of every kind w«e sore of 
meeting distinctioD end reward. 

" Dpon my arrival in town. Sir, my SifA -care was to 
deliver yonr letter o£ recommendation to our consin, who 
waa himself in little better circnmstancea than I. My first 
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ediome, yon know, Sir, was to be usher at an wiaAentj, and 
I asked his advice on the afEoir. Our cousin received the pro- 
posal with a tnie Sardonic grin. ' Ay,' cried he, ' this is indeed 
a very pretty ceroer that has been chalked cat for you. I 
have been an naher at a bomding-Bchool myself ; and may 
I die by an anodyne necklace, but I had rather be an nnder- 
tnmkey in Newgate. I was np early and late : I was brow- 
boat J>y the master, hated for my ngly face by the mistress, 
worried by the boys within, and never permitted to stir ont 
to meet civility abroad. Bat are yoQ sure yon are fit for a 
school ? Let me examine yon a little. Have yon been bred 
anapprentice to the bnsineaa ? No. .Then yon won't do for 
a school. Can yon dress the boys' hair 7 No. Then yon 
won't do for a school. Have yon had the small-pox ? No. 
Then you won't do far a school. Can you lie three in a bed ? 
No. Then you will never do for a school. Have you got a 
good stomach ? Yes. Then you will by no means do for a 
school No, Sir, if you are for a genteel easy profession, bind 
yourself seven years an apprentice to turn a cutler's wheel ; 
but avoid a school by AOy means. Yet come, continued he, I 
see you are a lad of spirit and some learning, what do you 
think of commencing author, like me ? You have read in 
books, no doubt, of men of genins starving at the trade. At 
present I'll show you forty very dnll fellows about town that 
live by it in opulence ; all honest jog-trot men, who go on 
smoothly and dully, and write history and politics, and are 
praised : men, Sir, who had they been bred cobblers, would 
all their lives have only mended shoes, bat never made them.' 
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' "Findihgth&ttherewwnogieatdegreeofgvitOitjiAzed 
to the character of an nsher, I lesolved to accept his propo- 
sals ; and banog tlte hi^est respect for litaratnie, huted tfaa 
presiding goddess of Grub Street with rererence. I thought 
it my glory to panme atrack which Diyden and Otway trod 
before me. I coniidered the goddess of tiiis region as the 
parent of etcellence ; and hoirever an intAraoniae with the 
world might give ns good tenae, the poverty aha entailed I 
siqiposed to be the nnrse of gmins 1 Big with tbeee reflec- 
tions, I sat down, and fading HaX the best things ranained 
to be said on the wrong side, I rwolved to wiit« a book that 
ehoold be wholly new. I therefore dresaed np three para- 
doiea with some ingeonity. They were falae, indeed, bnt 
they were new. The jewela of trnth hare been so often 
imported by olhers, that nothing was left for me to import 
but eome splendid things, that at a distance loc^d every bit 
as welL Witness, ye powers, what fanded importuice sat 
perohed npon my quill while I was writing I The whole 
learned world, I made no donbt, wonld rise to oppose my 
systems ; bnt then I was prepared to oppose the whtde 
learned worid. Like the porcnpine, I sat aeif-Gollected, vitb 
a qnill pointed against every opposer." 

" Well said, my boy," cried I, " and what aabject did yon 
treat npon ? But I interrupt ; go on : yon pnbtrahed jtmr 
paradoses ; well, and what did the learned world say toyonr 

"Efir," replied my son, "the learned world eaid noihingf to 
my paradoxes ; nothing at all, Sir. Every man of thent ■was 
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esipl^ad in fvftini^ his friends uid himnlf, or coadAnminl; 
his enemies ; and anfortnnatel; as I had neiUier, I enSored 
the cruelest mortificatian — neglect. 

" Having a mind too proud to atoop to indignities, and jet 
a {oitime too humble to hazard a second attempt for fuoe, 
I wae DOW oUiged to take a middle coarse, and write for breads 
Bat I wag osqnalified for a prtrfessioii where mere industry 
alooe was to eosnre mcce«. I could not suppress myintkJBg 
passion for applaoaa ; hot nsnally ocmaumed that time in 
efforts after ezoellence whidi takes np bat little room, when 
it sboald have been more adrantageonsly employed in the 
difEnsirc prodncticms of fniitful mediocrity. My little plecA 
would therefore cmie forth, in the midst' of periodical pnb' 
hoalionB, imnoticed and nnknown. The pnblk were more' 
importantly employed than to obserre the es«y eimplMt^ 
t>f my style, or the harmony of' my periods. Sheet ftfter 
sheet was thrown ofE to d)livion. My maaff^ were buried 
among the essays apon liberty, eastem tales, and cures for 
the bite of a mad dc^ ; while Philautos, Phibdethes, Phileln- 
therofl, and HiikaUiTopoa all wrote better, became they. 
<*rote faster, tiuu I. 

" Now, ther^ore, I began to associate with none faut diap. 
appointed anthras like myself, who praised, deplored, and 
des^Hsed each oflier. The satisfaotion wa foimd in ererj* 
celebrated writer's attempts, was inversely as thrir medts. 
I found that no genins in another oonld pleoet me. My. 
nnfortimate poradassB had entirely ^ed up that eonice of 
comfort. I coold neither read n<:Nr. wri^ vitb gatfafaotjan; 
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for ezceill«nce in another waa my ATermon, uid writiiig wu 
mf trade. 

" In the midst of these gloomj reflectioiiB, as I wob one 
day Bitting on a bench in 8t James's P&rk, a yoong gentle- 
man of diatinctioii, who had been mj intimate acquaintance 
at the nniyeraitj, approadied me. We saluted each other 
with Borne hesitation ; ha almost ashamed of being known 
to one who made bo shabby an appearance, and I afraid of a 
Tepolse. But mj Bnepidons soon TsniBhed ; for Ned Thom- 
hill was at bottom a very good-n^mred fellow." 

•* What did yon say, George ?" interrupted I, — " Thorn- 
hill, was not that his name? It can certunly be no other 
than my landlord." — "Bless me," cried Mis. Arnold, "is Hx. 
Thomhill bo near a nsighbonr of yours ? He has long been 
a&iendto our familyjond we eipeotavisit from him shortly." 

''Hy friend's first care," continued my son, " was to alter 
my appearance by a very fine suit of his own clothes, and 
then I was admitted to his table, npon the footing of hal 
friend, half underling. My bnsiness was to Attend him at 
auctions, to pot him in spirits when be sat for his picture, to 
take the left band in bis chariot when not filled by another, 
and to assist at tattering a kip, as the phrase was, when he 
had a mind for a frolic. Besides this, I had twenty other 
little employments in the &mily. I was to do many small 
things widiont bidding ; to carry the coAscrew ; to stand 
godfather to all tbe butler's children ; to aing vthBOi I was 
bid ; to be never out of humor ; always to be humble ; and 
'f I could, to be very happy. 

, ,Goo'ik I 
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*" In tiiis honorable post, however, I was not without & 
rivaL A obtain of marineB, who was formed for the place 
bj natnre, opposed me in tay patron's affections. Hia mo- 
ther had been laundress to a man of quality, and thus he 
early acquired a taste for pimping and pedigree. As this 
gentloman made it the etady of his life to be acqoaiuted 
with lords, thoagh he waa diamiaaed from several for hie 
stupidity, yet he found many of them who were aa dull as 
himself, that permitted his assiduities. As flattery was his 
trade, he practised it with the easiest address imaginable ; 
but it came awkward and atiS &om me ; and as every day 
my patron's desire of flattery increased, so every hoar being 
better acquaintod with his defects, I became more unwilling 
to give it. Thus I was once more fairly gomg to give np 
the field to tho capt^, when my friend fonnd occasion for 
my assistance. This was nothing less than to fight a duel 
for lijjn, I readily complied with his request ; and though I 
see you are displeased with my conduct, yet, as it was a debt 
indispensably due to friendship, I could not refuse. I un- 
dertook the afEair, and disarmed my antagonist. This piece 
of service was repaid with the warmest professions of grati- 
tude ; but as my friend was to leaf e town in a few days, he 
knew no other method of serving me, but by recommending 
me to his uncle. Sir William Thomhill, and another noble- 
man of great distinction who enjoyed a post under the 
Government. When he was gone, my first care was to carry 
hia recommendatory letter to his unde, a man whose charac- 
ter for every virtae was univerBal, yet just. I was received 
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by his aerranta witlL the most hospitobla siml« -, for ilia 
' looks of the domestic ever ttutsmit their moster'i benoTO' 
lence. Being shown into a grand apartment, where Sx 
William soon oame to me, I delivered mj mesBage and let- 
ter, which he read ; and after pausing Boma minntes, ' Pray, 
Sir,' cried he, ' inform me what you have done for my kins- 
man, to deserve this warm recommendation t But I suppose. 
Sir, I guess your merita : yon have fought for him ; and so 
you would expect a reward from me itx being tho instra- 
ment of his vices? I wish, aincsrely wish, that my present 
refusal may be some punishment for your guilt ; but still 
more, that it may be some inducement to your repenttaiGe.' 
— ^The severity of this rebnke I bore patiently, becMise I 
kneov itwBs just. Uy whole eipeotations aow, therefore, 
lay in my letter to the great man. As iha doora of the 
nobility are almost ever beset with beggars, all ready to 
thrust in some sly petition, I f oood it no easy matter to 
gain admittaaoe. However, after bribing the servants with 
half my worldly fortune, I was at lost Bhown into a spacious 
ifiartraent, my letter being previonaly sent up tta hie Lord- 
ship's inspection. Daring this aaiioua interval I had full 
time to look romid me. Everything was grand, and of happy 
contrivance ; the paintings, the furniture, the gildings, pe- 
trified me with awe, and raised my idea of the ownw. Ah, 
thought I to myself, how very great must the posaeasOT of 
all these things be, who curies in his head the bosinesa of 
the Slate, and whose hooee displays half the weal^i of a 
kingdom ; sure his geniira muat be unf athomabte 1 — During 
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Qieae awful refleotions, I heard k step ooma keayilj forward. 
Ah, thisiBthegreatmanliilnerffl Ko, it was onl j a oham- 
tiermttid. Another foot was heard Booa after. This muat 
be he t No, it was only tho great man's valet- de-chambre. 
At last his Lordship actually made his appearanoe. 'Are 
yon,' cried he, ' the bearer of this here letter ? '—-I answered 
with a bow.—* I learn by this,' continued he, ' as how 

that' ' Bnt jaat at that instant a aerrant delitered him 

& card, and without taking further notice, he went out of the 
room, and left me to digest my own happiness at leisure ; I 
saw no moro of him, till told by a footman that his Lordship 
was going to his carriage at the door. — Down I immediately 
followed, and joined my Toice to that of three or four moro, 
who came, Kke me, to petition for farors. His Lcwdship, 
however, went too fast for na, and was gaining his chariot 
door with largo strides, when I hallooed out to know if I 
was to have any reply. He had by this time got in, and 
inattered an answer, half of which only I heard, the other 
hcJf was lost in the rattling of his chariot wheels. I stood 
for some time with my neck stretched out, in the posture of 
one that was listening to catch the glorious sounds, till look- 
ing round me, I fonnd myself alone at his Lordship's gate. 

"My patience," continued my son, "was now qmte ex- 
hausted. Stung with the thousand indignities I had met 
with, I was vdlling to cast myself away, and only wanted 
the guM to receive me. I regarded myself as one of those 
vile things tllat Nature designed should be thrown by her into 
her lumbef-nKHo, there to perish in obscarify. I had still, 
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however, half a guinea left, and of that I thoDght fortune 
herself ahould not deprive me ; bnt in order to be Bare of 
this, I waa resolved to go instantl; and spend it, while I had 
' it, Eind then trust to occurrences for the rest. As I was go- 
ing along with this resolution, it happened that Mr. Criape'g 
office eeemed invitingly open to give me a welcome recep- 
tion. In this office Mr. Criape kindly offers all his Majesty's 
subjects a genero'"! promise of £30 a year, for which pro- 
mise all they give in return is their liberty for life, and per- 
mission to let him transport them to America as slavM. I 
was happy si: finding a place where I could lose my fears in 
desperation, and entered this cell, for it had the appearance 
of one, with the devotion of a monastic. Hora I found a 
number of poor creatures, all in circumstances like myseU, 
expecting the arrival of Mr. Crispe, presenting a trae epitome 
of English impatience. Each intractable soul at variance 
with fortune, wreaked her injuries on their own hearts ; 
but Mr. Crispe at last came down, and all our munnnrs were 
huahed. He deigned to regard me with an air of peculiar 
approbation, and, indeed, he waa the first man who for a 
month past had talked to me with smiles. After a £ew 
questions, he found I was fit for everything in the world. 
He paused a while npon the properest means of providing 
for me, and slapping his forehead as if he had found it, 
assured me that there was at that time an embas^ talked 
of from the synod of Pennsylvania to the Chickasaw Indians, 
and that he would use his interest to got me made secretary. 
I knew in my own heart that the fellow lied, and yet hia 
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promise gave me pleaaore, there was something so magnifi- 
cent in the Boond. I tahlj, therefore, divided my htJf- 
guinea, one htii of which went to be added to his thirty 
thousand pounds, and witb the other half I resoWed to go 
to the next tavern, to be there more happy thiut he. 

"As I was going out with tliat resolution, I was met at 
the door by tlie captain of a sltip with whom I had formerly 
some little acqueistance, and ho agreed to bo my companion 
over a bowl o£ punch. As I never choose to make a secret 
of my circumstances, he assured me that I was upon the 
very point of ruin, ia listeninff to the office-teepet's pro- 
mises ; for that he only designed to sell me to the planta- 
tions. ' But,* continued be, ' I fancy yon might, by a much 
shorter voyage, be very easily put into a way of earning 
your bread. Take my advice. My ship sails to-morrow for 
Amsterdam : what if yon go in her as a passenger? The 
moment yon land, all you have to do is to t«ach the Dutch- 
men English, and I'll warrant you'U get pupils and money 
euongh. I suppose you understand English,' added he, 'by 
this time, or the scheme will fail I confidently assured 
him of that ; but expressed a doubt whether the Dutch 
would be willing to learn English. He afBrraed with vehe- 
mence that they were fond of it to distraction ; and upon 
that af&rmation I agreed with his proposal, and embarked 
the next day to teach tho Dutch English in Holland. Tha 
wind was fair, onr voyage short, and after having paid my 
passage with half my movables, I found myself, fallen as 
from the ekies, a otranger in one of the principal streets of 
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Amaterdam. Id tbti ritmtioii I vw nnwiliiiis to let uj' 
time pass unemployed is teacbing. Z addressed myseH 
Qierefore to two or tbree of those I met, whoso q)pe«nuice 
seemed most prOmJBJng ; but it wa» impoasible to ntftko ou- 
BslTes motnaUy imdentood. It vaa not till Om wj mo< 
ment I recollected that in order to teadi the Dntohmen 
Englbh, it was neceasaiT' that th^ shonld first teack me 
Botch. How I come to orerlook so obrioiu an objection w 
to me unaiing : bnt eertain it is I ovulooked it. 

"This scheme thns Mown np, I had some Vboa^tu at 
fairljr shipping back to England agun ; but falling into 
Company with an Irish rtsdent Who was retnrning from 
Loavain, onr conversation taming upon topics of literatnie, 
(for by the way it may be obeerved, that I always iorgot 
&e meanness of my circumstances whMi I oould conversa 
npon BQch sabjects,) from him I learned that tbers were 
not two men in his whole nniTersity who nndentood Groe'k. 
This amazed me. I instantly resolved to tmrel to Lonvwn, 
and there live by teaching Greek ; md in this doBigc I waa 
encouraged by my brother student, who threw oilt some hints 
tbat a fortnno might be got by it. 

" I net boldly forward the neit morning. Every day less- 
ened &.6 borden of my movablea, tike Maop and his basket 
of bread ; for X paid tbem for my lodgings to die Dutch as 
I travelled on. When I cams te Louvain, I was resolved 
not to go me^ng to ths lower professtH^ but openly ten- 
dered my talonts to the principal himself. Z went, had 
admittance, and offered him my cervice as master of the 



6i«ek lungni^, iriiidi I liad been told was a deridofttam 

in lu8 nniyersity. The principal Beemed at first to doabt 
of my abilities ; bnt of these I offned to conTiace lum bj 
taming a part of anj Qreek anthoi he eboiild fix upon into 
Latin. Finding me perfectlj eamest in my proposal, h» 
oddresBed me thus: *Von see ma, young man: I nevm 
leu^ed Q-reekiandl don't find tiiat I. bars erecmiKiedit. I 
have had a doctor's cap and gown without Greek ; I have 
ten thoDsand florins a year without Greek ; I eat besrtily 
without Greek ; and in abort,' cobtinaed be, ' as I don't know 
^eek, I do not believe there Is any good in it.' 

" I was now too far from home to ^link of returning ; 
BO I resolved to go forward. I had some knowledge of 
music, with a tolerable voice, and now turned what was 
my amusement into a present means of Eabdat«nce. I 
passed among tbe bsnnleas peasants of Flanders, and among 
encb ot the French as were poor enough to be very merry ; 
for I ever found them spr^htly in proportim to th^ wants. 
Whenever I ^proacbed a peasant's bouse towards nightfall, 
I played one of my most merry tones, and that procured m« 
not only a lodging, but subsistence for the next day. I onca 
or twice attempted to play for people of fashion ; but they 
always thought my performance odious, and never rewarded 
me even with a trifle. This waa to me mora extraordinary, 
as whenever Z used in better days to play for company, when 
playing was my amnsement, my mnsio never failed to throw 
them into raptures, and tbe ladies especially ; but as it was 
now my only means, it was received with contempt — a proof 
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bow leady the world is to undeirate those talents by which 
a man is supported, 

" In this manner I proceeded to Paris, with no design but 
just to look about me, and then to go forward. The people 
of Paris ore much fonder of Htrangers that liave money than 
those that have wit. As I could not boast much of either, 
I was no groat favorite. After walking about the town four 
or fire dajs, and seeing the outsidea of the best hOoses, I 
wag prsparing to leave this retreat of venal hospitalitf , when 
passing through one of the principal streets, whom should I 
meet but oar cousin, to whom you first recommended me. 
This meeting was very agreeable to me, and I believe not 
displeaaing to him. He enquired into the nature of my 
journey to Paris, and informed mo of his own bn^ess 
there, which was to collect pictures, medals, intaglios, and 
antiques of all kinds, for a gentleman in London, who bad 
just stepped into fashionable life, and a large fortune. I 
was the more surprised at seeing our cousin pitched upon 
for this ofSce, as he hinaseU had often assured me he knew 
nothing of the matter. Upon asking bow be had been 
taught the art of connoisseur so very suddenly, he told me 
that nothing was more easy. The whole secret consisted in 
a Gtrict adherence to two rules : the one, always to observe 
the picture might have been better if the painter had taken 
more puus ; and the other, to praise the works of Pietro 
Perugino. ' But,' says he, ' as I once taught ycu how to be 
an author in London, I'll now undertake to instruct you in 
tie art of picture-buying at Paris.' 

,n .GOO^I.- 
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" With this proposal I very readily closed, as it was a 
means of liviog, and now all my ambition was to live. I 
went therefore to his lodgings, improved my drees by his 
asoistance, and aftet some time accompanied hirn to auc' 
tionB of pictures, where the English gentry were expected 
to be pnrchaaers. I was not & little anrprised at his intinwoy 
with people of the beat of fashion, who referred themseLveH to 
hia judgment upon every picture or medal, as to an unerring 
standard of taste. He made very good oae of my assistance 
upon these occasions ; for when asked his opinion, he would 
gravely take me aside and ask mine, shrug, look wise, return, 
and assure the company that he could give no opinion upon 
an affair of so migch importance. Yet there was sometimes 
an occasion for a more important assurance. I remember to 
have seen him, after giving his opinion that the coloring of 
a pictnre was not mellow enough, very deliberately take a 
brush with brown vanish, that was accidentally lying by, 
and rub it over the piece with great composure before all 
the company, and then ask if he had not improved the tint. 

"When he had finished his commission in Paris, he left 
me strongly recommended to several men of distinction, as 
a person Tery proper for a travelling tutor ; and after some 
time I was employed in that capacity by a gentleman who 
brought his ward to Paris, in order to set him forward on 
hia toor through Europe. I was to be the young gentleman's 
governor, but with a proviso that he should always be per- 
mitted to govern himself. My pupil in fsot understood the 
•rt of guiding in money concerns mach better than L He 
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was beir'to s fortune of aboct two haadred tboilB&nd pounds, 
left him by an uncle in the Wert Indies ; and his goardiaiw, 
to qualify him for the management of it, had bonnd him aa 
apprentice to an attorney. Thns avarice was his preTailing 
passion ; M his qneetiona on the road were, how money 
might be saved ; which was the least expensive conrse of 
travel ; whether anything could be bought that would tum 
to acconnt when disposed of again in London. Such curi- 
osities on the way as could be seen for nothing, he was ready 
enongli to look at, but if the sight of them was to be paid 
for, he usually asaerted that He had been tirfd they were not 
worth seeiiig. He never paid & bill that ha would not ob- 
serve how amazingly expensive travelling was, and all this 
thongh he was not yet twenty-one. When arrived st Leg* 
horn, as w« took a walk to look at the pott and shipping-, he 
inquired the e^iense of the passage by sea home to England. 
This he was informed was but a trifle compared to returning 
by land; he was therefore imable to withstand the temptation; 
so paying me the small part of my salary that was due, he took 
leave, and embarked with only one attendant for London. 

" I now therefore was left once more upon the world at 
large ; but then it was a thing I was nsed to. In short, I 
fought my way towards En^and, walked aloi^ from city to 
eity, enunined mukind more neariy, and, if I may so «x- 
preaa it, saw both sides of the pictnre. Myremarks,how6ver, 
are but few : I found that monarchy was the best gorem- 
ment for die poor to live in, and commonwealths for the rich. 
I feond &Mt riches in gtneml wore in every nonntry aoothet 
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flAino ior freedtan ; aad tbtt no nun is so fond o£ liberty 
IiimBelf, M not to be deairons of aubjeottag tbe will of ioma 
individuals .in eocie^ to bia own. 

" Upon mj anival in Gnglsnd I reeolved to piy laj re- 
spects first to yon, snd then to enlist u a TolnntBer in th« 
first expedition tbat was going Abroad ; but on my jonmoj 
down my rescdstions were changed, by meeting sn old ac- 
quaintance, who I found belonged to a company of oomedions 
that were going to make a summer campaign in the conntry. 
The company seemed not much to disapprore of me for an 
associate. They all, howeyer, apprised me of the importance 
of the task at which I aimed ; t^t the public wu a many- 
headed monster, and that only snch ea had vatj good heads 
could pldase it ; that acting wa« not to be learned in a day, and 
that without some traditional ahrags, which had been on the 
stage, and ,<mly on the Oage, these hnndred yean, I coold 
never pretend to please. The next dlffionlty was in fitting 
me wit^ pul^i AB almost every character was in keeping. I 
vrae driven for some time from one character to anotho', till 
At last Horatio was fixed upon, which the presence of the 
[ireeent oompany has happily hindered me from acting." 



CHAPTER XXI. 



Uy son's aocount was too long to be delivered at once, th^ 
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fint part of it was begoa that night, and he wu conclndin^ 
the rest after dinner the next d^, when the appearance ol 
Mr. Thomhill'B eqnipage at the door seemed to make & pause 
in the general satiafaction. The butler, who waa Dow become 
mj friend is the family, informed me with a whisper, that 
the 'Squire had already made some orertures to Miss Wilmot, 
and that her aunt and ancle seemed highly to approve the 
matcL Upon Hr. ThomhiU'a entering, he seemed, at Beeing 
my son and me, to start back ; but I readily imputed that to 
Burpriae, and not diapleasore. However, npon our advaodng 
to aalnto him, he returned oni greeting with the moat appa- 
rent candor ; and after a abort time his presence serted only 
to increaae the general good humor. 

After tea he called me aside to inquire after my danght«r ; 
bat npon my informing him that my inquiry was nnsuccess- 
fnl, he seemed greatly surprised ; adding that he had been 
eince freqaently at my house in order to oomfort t^e rest of 
my family, whom he left perfectly welL He then asked if 
I had commimicaled her misfortune to Miss 'Wlmot or my 
son ; and npon my replying that I had not told them as yet, 
he greafly approved my prudence and precaution, desiring 
me by all means to keep it a secret. We were here inter- 
rupted by a servant who came to ask the 'Squire in, to stand np 
at cocntry dances ; so that be left me quite pleased with the 
interest he seemed to take in my concerns. His addresses, 
however, to Miss Wilmot, were too obviooB to be mistaken ; 
and yet she seemed not perfectly pleased, bat bore them 
Mber in cmnpliance to the will of her aimt than real indi- 
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nation. I had even the BstiBfoction to see her laviuli some 
kind looks upon my unfortunate son, 'which tlie other could 
neither extort by his fortune nor assiduity. Mr. Thomhilt's 
eeeming coropoaure, however, not a little surprised me : we 
had now continued here a week at the pressing instances of 
Mr. Arnold ; but each day the more tendemeea Miss Wilmot 
showed my son, Mr. TtwrnhiU's friendship seemed propor- 
tionably to increase forliim. 

He had formerly made ns the most kind assurances of 
using his interest to serve tte fanuly ; but now his generosity 
was not confined to promises alone. The morning I designed 
for my departur^, Mr. Thomhill came to me with looks of 
real pleasure, to inform me of a piece of scryice he had done 
for his friend George. This was nothing less than his hav- 
ing procured him an ensign's commission in one of the 
regiments that was going to the Weat Indies, for which he 
had promised but one hundred pounds, hia interest having 
been sufficient to get an abatement of the other two. "As 
for this trifling piece of service," continued the young gentle- 
man, "I desire no other reward but the pleasure of having 
served my friend ; as for the hundred pounds to be paid, if 
yon are unable to raise it yourselves, I will advance it, and 
you shall repay me at your leisure." This was a favor wo 
wanted words to express our sense of : I readily therefore 
gave niy.bond for the money, and testified aa much gratitude 
as if I never intended to pay. 

George was to depart for town the next day to secure his 
comnuseioQ is poieuance of his genuous patron's directions, 
10 
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who judged it higbl; expedient to ase deapatoh, lest In die 
mean time another should etep in with mora odvantageoiu 
proposals. The next morning therefore our young soldier 
va« earl; prepared for bis departure, and seemed the only 
person among ns that waa not affected by it Neither the 
fatigaes and dangers be wee going to enoounter, nor the 
friends and sweet-heart — ^for Jfisa Wilmot aotually loved 
hiin~-he was leaving behind, aaj way damped his spiiite. 
After he had taken leave of the rest ol the company, I gave 
him all I had, my bl^aing. "And now, my boy," cried 
I, "thoo art going to fight for thy country, remember how 
thy brave grandfather fought for big sacred King, when 
loyalty among Britona was a virtue. Go, my boy, and 
imitate him in all but his misfortunes, if it Was a miaf ortone 
to die with Lord Falkland. Qo, my boy, and if you fall, 
though distant, exposed, and unwept by those that love you, 
tlie most precious tears an those witii which heav«i bedewi 
the unburied head of a soldier." 

The neil morning I took leave of the good family, that 
had been kind enough to enterlAin me eo long, not witbout 
several ezpreBBions of gratitade to Mr. Thomhill for his late 
bounty. I left them in the enjoyment of oU that happiness 
which affluence and good-breading procure, and returned 
towards home, despuring of ever finding my daughter more, 
but sending a sigh to heaven to spare and to forgive her. I 
was now come within about twenty miles of home, having 
hired a horse to carry me, as I wae but weak, and c«nforted 

TseU with the hopes ta «oon seriogaU I tald dHmrt i^oa 
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earth. But the night coming on, t put np at a little pnblic- 
hoose by the road aide, and asked for the hmdlord'a company 
over a pint of wine. We eat ijeaide hia kitchen fire, which 
Was the beat room in the house, and chatted on poli- 
tics and the news of the country. We happened, among 
other topics, to talk of young 'Squire Thomhill who, the host 
assnred me, was hated aa much as hia uncle Sir William, who 
sometimes came down to the country, was loved. Aa we 
continued our discourse in this manner, hie wife who had been 
outto get change, retumed,and perceivingthatherhosband 
was enjoying a pleasnre in which she was not a sharer, she 
asked him in an angry tone, what he did there ? to which he 
only replied in an ironical way, by drinking her health. 
"Mr. Symmonds," cried she, " you use me very ill, and I'll 
bear it no longer. Here three ports of the business is left 
for me to do, and the fonrth left unfinished : while you do 
nothing but soak with the guests all day long ; whereas, if 
a spoonful of liquor were to cure me of a fever, I never touch 
a drop." I now found what she would be at, and imme- 
diately poured her out a glass, which she received with a 
curtesy, and drinking towards my good health, "Sir," re- 
sumed she, " it is not so much for the value of the liquor I 
am angry, but one cannot help It when the house is going 
ont of windows. If the customers or guests are to be dunned, 
all the burden lies upon my back ; he'd aa lief eat that glass 
as budge after them himself. There, now, above stairs we 
have a young woman who has come to take up her lodgings 
here, and I don't believe she has got any money, by her 
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over-ciyility, I am certain she ia veiy slow of psTment, and 
I wisb she were put in mind of it." — " What signifies mind- 
ing her," cried the host, " if slie be slow she ia sure," — " I 
don't know that," replied the wife ; " but I know that I am 
enre she has been here a fortnight and we have not yet seen 
the cross of her money." — " I suppose my dear," cried he, "we 
shall have it all in a lump." — " In a lump 1" cried the other, 
" I hope we may get it any way ; and that I am resolved we 
will this very night, or out she tramps, bag and baggage." — 
" Consider, my dear," cried the husband, " she is a gentlewo- 
man and deserves more respect." — "As for the matter of 
that," returned the hostess, " gentle or simple, out she shall 
pock with a saesarara. Gentry may be good things where 
they take : bnt for my part, I never saw much good of them 
at the sign of th^ Harrow." — Thus saying, she ran up a 
narrow flight of stairs that went from the kitchen to a room 
overhead ; and I soon perceived, by the loudness of her 
voice and the bitterness of her reproaches, that no money 
was to be had from her lodger. I could hear her remoo.- 
strances very distinctly ; " Out, I say ; pack out this mo- 
ment 1 tramp, or 111 give theeamark thou won't he the better 
for this three months. What! you trumpery, to come and 
take up an honest house without cross or coin to bless your- 
self with ; come along, I say." — " dear Madam," cried the 
stranger, " pity me, pity a poor creature for one night, and 
death will soon do the rest." — I instantly knew the voice of 
my poor child Olivia. I flew to her rescue, while the womsJi 
^Bs dragging her along by the hair, and X caught the dear 
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forlorn wretch in my anna. — " Welcome, any way ■welcome, 
my dearest lost one, my treastire, to your poor old father's 
hoaom I Thoagh the vicious forsake thee, there ia yet one 
in the world that will never forsake thee ; thongh thon hadst 
tea thooBands criaies to answer for, be will forget them all." 

— my own dear " for minntes she could say no more — 

" my own deareat Papa ! Could angels be kinder I How do T 
deserve BO much 1 Youcan'tforgiveme, I knowyou cannot." 
— "Tes, my child, from my heart I do forgive thee! Only 
repent, and we both shall yet be happy. We shall see many 
pleaaant days yet, my Olivia 1" — "Abl never. Sir, never. 
The rest of my life must be wretched. Bnt, alas I Papa, 
you look paler than you used to do. Could such a thing as 
I am give you bo much uneasineea ? Sorely you hove too 
much wisdom to take my miaeriefl Upon yourself."—" Our 
wisdom, my dear, makes bnt a slow defence against trouble, 
though at laat a sure one." — The landlady now returned to 
know if we did not choose a more genteel apartment, to 
which assenting, we were shown a room where we could con- 
verse more freely. After we had talked ourselves into some 
degree of tranquility, I could not avoid desiring some ac- 
count of the gradations fliat led to her present wretched situa- 
tion. — "That villain, Sir," said she, "from the first day of 
our meeting, made me honorable proposals." 

" Villain, indeed 1" cried I : " and yet it in some measure 
Burprises me, how a person of Mr. Burchell'a good sense and 
seeming honor could be guilty of such deliberate baseness, 
and thna step into a family to undo it" 
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" My dear PapO)" returned mj daughter, " 7011 labor under 
a atixagfi metaks. Mr. Bnrchell never attempted to de- 
ceive ma ; inatead o£ tliat, ha took eveij opportonity of 
privately admoiuBhiDg me againBt the artifioea of Ur. Thom- 
hill, who I now find was even worse than ha represauted 
him." — " Mr. Thomhill !" intein^ted I j " can it be ?" — 
" Yea, Sir," returned aha : "it waa Mr. Thomhill who took 
me away, and it was he who empbyed the two ladiea, hb he 
called them, to decoy us np ta London, Their artifioee you 
may remember would hare certainly sucooeded, but for Mr. 
Bnrchell'B letter, who directed thoaa reproaobea at them, 
which we all applied to omrselTea. Hofr he came to have 
BO much influence aa to defeat their intentiona, still remaina 
a secret to me ; but I am convinced he waa ever our warm- 
eet, ainoereat friend." 

" Yon amaze me, my dear," cried I; "but now I find my 
first fluapicions of Mr. ThomhiU'a baaeness were too well 
grounded : but he can triumph in Beouiity ; for ha ia rich, 
and we are poor. But tell me, my ohild, sure it was no 
small temptation thet could thus obliterate all the imprea- 
aione of such an education, and so virCaoua a diapoeition as 
thine ?" 

" Indeed, Sir," replied she, "he owes aU his triumph to the 
desire I had of making him, and not myself happy. I knew 
that the ceremony of our marriage, which was privately per- 
formed by a popish priest, waa no way binding, and that T 
had nothing to trust to but his honor."—" What 1" interrupted 
I, "and were yoQ indeed married bya prieBt,andinor<ten7' 
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— "Indoed, &r, we were," replied she, "though we wera 
both swom toDODce&l his name." — "Why, then, my child, 

come to mj arms again : and now yon tie a thousand times 
more welcome than before ; for yon aie now hia wife to all 
intenta and pra'poaes : aor »n ijl the laws of man, though 
written npon tablee of adamant, leeeea the force of that 
MCred cotmexian." 

" Alaa, Fftpa," relied she, " yon are but little acquainted 
with his vUlauies ; he has bean married already by tbe aame 
priest to six or ei^t wirea more, whom, like me, he has de- 
ceived and abandoned." 

" Has he ho ?" cried I, " then we muat hang the priest, and 
yon ahall infonn against Mm to-morrow." — " Bnt Sir," re- 
turned ahe, " will that be right, when I am awom to aocreoy ?" 
— " My dear," I replied, " If you have made auoh a promise, 
I cannot, nor will 1 tempt you to break it. Even though it 
may benefit tbe public, you muat uot inform against him. In 
all human iostitutionB a amoller evil is allowed to procure a 
greater good ; aa, in poMca, a province may be given away 
to seoiire a kingdom ; in medicine, a limb may be lopt oS. to 
preserve the body ; but in religion, the law is written, and 
inflexible, ksmt to do evil. And this law, my child, la right ; 
for otherwise, if we commit a smaller evil to procure a 
greater good, certain guilt would be thus incurred, in 
expectation of contingent advantage. And though the 
advantage, should cert&inly follow, yet tbe interval between 
conwuaaion and advantage, which ia allowed to be guilty, 
may ba thitt in which wa ne colled away to answer for l^e 
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tbingB we have done, and the volume of human actions 
is closed for ever. But I intermpt yon, my dear : go 

" The very neit morning," oontioned she, " I found what 
little expectation I was to have from his aincerity. That 
very morning he introduced me to two nnhappy women 
more, whom, like me, he had deceived. I loved him too 
tenderly to hear such rivals in his affections, and strove to 
forget my errors io a tumult of pleasurea. With this view 
I danced, dresBed, and tallied ; hat this only contributed to 
increase my melancholy, as I bad thrown all that I held 
dear quite away. Thus each day I grew more pensive, and 
he more insolent, till at last I desired to part. As I was 
going, he offered me a purse ; but I Hung it at him with 
indignation, and burst from him in a rage, that for a while 
kept me ioECnsible of the miseries of my situation. But I 
soon looked round me, and saw myself without one friend in 
the world to apply to. Just at that interval a stage coach 
happening to pass by, I took a place, it being my aim to be 
driven at a distance from a wretch I despised and dotested. 
I was set down here, where, since my arrival, my own anxiety 
and this woman's unkindness have been my only com- 
panioua. The hours of pleasure that I have passed with my 
mamma and sister now grow painful to me. Their sorrows 
are much ; but mine are greater than theirs." 

" Have patience, my child," cried, I " and I hope thhigB 
will yet be better. Take some repose to-night, and to- 
■norrow III convey yon home tSyma m^vf^tifi^iba rest 



of the family, from whom yoa will receive a kind reception . 
Poor woman ! this has gone to her heart ; hnt she loves yon 
BtiU, Olivia, and will fot^t it." 



CHAPTER XXII. 



The next morning I took my daaghter behind me, and set 
ont on my return home. As we travelled along, I atrove 
by every persuasion to calm her sorrows and fears, and to 
arm her with resolntion to hear the presence of her offended 
mother. I took every opportunity, from the prospect of a 
linecoimtry, through which we passed, to observe how mnch 
kinder Heaven was to as than we to each other, and that the 
misfortunes of natore's making were very few. I assured 
her, that she shoold never perceive any change in my affec- 
tions, and that during my life, which yet might he long, she 
might depend upon a guardian and an instructor, I arrited 
her agwnst the censures of the world, showed her that books 
were aweet nnreproaching companions to the miserable, and 
that if they could not bring us to enjoy life, they would at 
least teach us to endure it. 

The hired horse that we rode was to be put np that night 
at an inn by the way, within about five miles from my 
hoose ; and as I was willing to prepare my family for my 
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dughter's rweption, I dotemmed to leareher tlutt nigbt at 
the inn, uid to leturn for her, aooompanied \iy my iaaghta 
Sophia, early the neit morning. It waa night be&ffe we 
reached our appointed stage ; howeTer, after seeing hei 
provided with a decent apartment, and having ordered 
Uie hostess to prepare proper refreshments, I kissed her, 
and proceeded towards kovw. And now my heart canghi 
new sensations of pleasure the nearer I approached that 
peacefnl mansion. As a bird that had . been frightened 
from its nest, my afiections ont-went my haste, and hovered 
round my little fireside with all the rapture of eifwctation. 
I called np the many fond things I had to say, and antid- 
pated the welcome I was to receive. I already felt my 
wife's tender embrace, and smiled at the joy of my little 
ones. As I walked but slowly, tho night waned ^ace. 
The labourers of tho day were idl retired to rest ; the lights 
were out in every cottage ; no sounds were heard but those 
of the shrilliag cock, and the deep-mouthed watch-dog in 
the distance. I ^)proschecl my little abode of pleasure, and 
before I was within a furlong of the place, our honest mas- 
tiff came running to welcome me. 

It was now near midnight that I came to knock at m; 
door; — all was still and aileut;— my heart dilated with 
unutterable happiness ; when, tg my amaiement, I aaw the 
house bursting out in a blaze of fire, and every oferttaa red 
with conflagration I I gave a lend convulsive outcry, and 
fell upon the pavement insensible. Thia tdarmed my eon, 
who had till thia be«Q asleep, and he, perceiving the flajnee, 
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iiiBto&tly wdied my wife and daughter ; ud all nmniDg 
ont, naked, and wild with appreheasian, recalled mo to life 
with their anguish. But it was only to objects of new 
tenot ; for the flomea had by this time caught the roof of 
our dwelling, part after part contimuag to fall in, while the 
family itood with ailent agony looking on aa if they enjoyed 
the blaze. I gased upon them and upon it by turns, and 
then looked ronnd me for ray two little one« ; but they 
were not to bo seen. misery ! " Whore," cried I, " where 
are my little one*?"— "They are burnt to death in the 
flames," says my wife, calmly, " and I will die with them." 
— That moment I beard the cry of the babes within, who 
were juit awaked by the firs, and nothing could have 
stopped me, "Where, where are my children?" cried I, 
rushing through the flames, and bursting the door of the 
chunber in which they were confined; "Where are my 
little ones ?" — " Here, dear Papa, here wa are," cried they 
together, while the flames were just catching the bed where 
they lay. I caught them both in my arms, and soatohed 
them through the fire a§ fast aa poasible, while juet aa I was 
got out, Qi6 roof fell in. " Now," cried I, holding up my 
ohildren, " now let the flames bum on, and all my poases- 
eiteoB perish. Here they ore; I have aaved my treoauret. 
Here, my dearest, here ate our traaaures, and wo shall yet be 
h^py." We kisaed our little darlings a thousand times ; 
they clasped us round the neck, and seemed to shore our 
trcLQBports, while their mother laughed and wept by turns. 
I now stood a oalm spectator of the flames, and nfler 
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aorae time began to perceive that my arm to the ahonlder 
was scorched in a terrible maaner. It was therefore oat of 
my power to give mj son any aaaiatance, either in attemptiog 
to BBve oar goods, oi preventing the flunes spreading to our 
corn. Bj this time the neighbouis were alarmed, and came 
running to our assistance ; but all they coold do vaa to 
stand like us, spectators o£ the calamity. My goods, among 
which were the notes 1 had reserved for my daughters' 
fortunes, were entirely consumed, except a box with some 
papers that stood in the kitchen, and two or three things 
more of little consequence, which tny son brought away in 
tlie beginning. The neighbours contributed, however, whst 
they could to lighten our distress. They brought us clothes, 
and furnished one of our ont-bouBeB with kitchen utensils ; 
BO that by daylight we had another, though a wretched 
dwelling to retire to. My honest next neighbour and bis 
children v^re not the least assiduous in providing na with 
everything neceBsaiy, and offering whatever consolatian 
untutored benevolence could suggest 

When the fears of my family had subsided, curiosity to 
know the canse of mjlong stay began to take place. Having 
therefore informed them of every particular, I proceeded to 
prepare for the reception of our lost one ; and though we had 
nothing but wretchedness now to offer, I was willing to procure 
her a welcome to what we bad. This task would have been 
more difficult bnt for onr recent CBlaniitf, which had hum- 
bled my wife's pride, and blanled it by more poignant at- 
lictions. Being unable to go for my poor child myself, as 
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my arm grew very painful, I aeot my son and danghter, 
nho soon Tetsmed, Bupporting the unhsippy delinquent- 
She had not the cooiage to look up at her mother, whom no 
instractiona of mine could petBuude to a. perfect reconcilia- 
tion ; for women have a much Etronger sense of female 
error than men. "Ah, Madam," cried her mother, "this is 
but a poor place you are come to after so much finery. My 
daughter Sophy and I can afford but little entertainment to 
pcrsouH who hare kept company only with people of dis- 
tinction. Yes, Mies Livy, your poor father and I have 
suffered very much of late ; bat I hope Heaven will forgive 
you." Daring this reception, the unhappy victim stood 
pale and trembling, unable to weep or to reply ; but I 
could not continue a silent spectator of her distress ; where- 
fore, assuming a degree of severity in my voice and manner, 
which was ever followed with instant submission, " I en- 
treat, woman, that my words may be now marked once for 
all ; I have here brought back a poor deluded wanderer ; her 
return to duty demands the revival of our tenderness. The 
real hardships of life are now coming fast npon us ; let us 
not, therefore, increase them by dissension among each 
other. If we live harmoniously together, we may yet be 
contented, as there ore enough of us to shnt out the censor- 
ing world, and keep each other in countenance. The kind- 
neas of Heaven is promised to the penitent, and let ours be 
directed by the example. Heaven, we are assured, is much 
more pleased to view a repentant sinner; than ninety-nine 
persons wt)o tiave fiupported a course of undeviating recti- 



tade. And this is right ; for that single effort hy which we 
stop ahoTt in the down-tii]l pftth to perdition, ii itself s 
grestoT exertion of virtue titan a hundred acta of juattoe." 



CHAPTER XXIU. 



Soke afisiduity was now required to nlake oiii present E^iods 
OB convenient as possible, and we were soon Kgain qualified 
to enjoy onr former serenity. Being disabled myself tmm 
assistmg my eon in oar nsaal oconpatlons, I read to my 
family the few books that were saTed, and partionlarly from 
such as, by amusing the imagination, contributed to ease the 
heart. Our good neighbours, too, came every day with the 
kindest condolence, and fixed a time in which they were All 
to aBBiBt at repairing my former dwaUing. Honaat fanner 
Williams was not last among these viaitors ; but hettrtily 
offered hia friendship. Ha wonld even have renewed his 
addresses to my daughter, but she rejected Titm in auoh a 
manner ss totally repreaeed his former solioitatione. Her grief 
seemed formed for continuing, and she wta die only person 
of our little society that a week did not rartore to cheerfnl- 
nesB. She now loat that desire which once taught her to 
seek pleasure by pleasing. Anxiety now bad taken strong 
possession of her mind ; her beauty begu to be lmp&!r«d 
^th her ootutitntion, «ud nei^ect still more octtMbttted to 
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diminiBh it I strove in a thousand ways to lesaett her care, 
and even forgot ay own pain in a concern for here, collect- 
ing such amueing parages of tustoiy aa a strong memory 
and some reading conld aureeat. "Onr happiness, my dear," 
I woold say, " ia in the power of One who can bring it aboiit 
by a thousand nnforeseen ways that mock our foresight. If 
example be necessary to prore this, I'll give yon a story, my 
child, told ne by ft grsTe, thoagh sometimes a romancing 
hiatorian. ' ' 

" Matilda was married Tery yonng to a Neapolitan noble- 
man of the first quality, tuid found hereelf a widow and a 
mother at the age of wghteen. As she stood one day caress- 
ing her infant son in the .^n window of an apartroent 
whidi hung over the river Voltnma, the chUd with a sodden 
spring leaped from her amiB into the flood below, and dis- 
^peared in a moment. The moth«, struck with instant 
emprise, and nuking an effort to save him, plmiged in after ■ 
but fM from being able to assut the infant, she herself with 
groat difficulty eao^ted to the opposite shore, just when some 
French soldiers were plundering the country on that side 
who immediately made her their prisoner. ' 

"A young French ofBoer, though their retreat required the 
utmost expedition, placed her behind him, and brought her 
in safety to his native city. Ear beauty at first caught his 
eye, her merit soon after bis heart. They were married : 
he rose to the highest posts ; they lived long together, and 
■wore h^py. But the hfqtpineaa of a soldier can never 
ba caUtd penouent : aftw ut iatemil vt sevnal yean Che 
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ttoopa which he commanded having met vrlth A repluse, he 
was obliged to take shelter is the city where he had lived 
with his wife. Here they suSered a. siege, and the cily at 
length was token. Few hiatories can produce more various 
instances of cruelty than those which the French and Ita- 
lians at that time eiercised upon each other. It was re- 
solved by tie victoiH, upon Uus occasion, to put all the 
French prisoners to death ; but particularly the husband 
of the unfortunate Matilda, aa he was principally instrumen- 
tal in protracting the siege. Their determinations were in 
general executed almost as soon as resolved upon. The cap- 
tive soldier was led forth, and the executioner with his sword 
stood ready while the spectators in gloomy silence awaited 
the fatal blow, which was only suspended till the genera), 
who presided as judge, should give the signal. It was in 
this interval of anguish and expectation that Matilda came 
to take her last farewell of her husband and deliverer, de- 
ploring her wretched situation, and the cruelty of fate, that I 
had saved her from perishing by a premature death ia the i 
river Voltuma; to be the spectator of still greater calamities. 
The general, who was a young man, was struck with sarprise 
at her beauty, and pity at her distress ; but with still stronger 
emotions when he heard her mention her former dangers. 
He was her son, the infant for whom she had encountered 
so much danger. He acknowledged her at once as hia 
mother, and fell at her feet. The rest may be easily anp- 
posed : the captive was set free, and all the happtnees that 
'ovc, friendship, and duty, could ccaf er on each, were m^tei" 
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Id this mumei' I would attempt to uhom my daughter ; 
but she lietened with divided attention ; for her own mifi- 
fortnnes engrossed all the pitj she once had for another, 
and nothing gave her eaae. In company she dreaded con- 
tempt ; and in solitude she only found anuety. Such vas 
the color of her wretchedness, when we received certain in- 
formation that Mr. Thomhill was going to be married to 
Miss Wilmot, for whom I always suspected he had a real 
passion, though he took every opportunity before me to ex- 
press hie contempt both of her person and fortune. This 
news only seired to increase poor Olivia's affliction ; such 
a flagrant breach of fidelity was more than her courage could 
support. I wai resolved, however, to get more certain in- 
formation, and to defeat, if possible, the completion of his 
designs, by sending my son to old Mr. Wtlmot's with instruc- 
tions to know the truth of the report, and to deliver Miss Wil- 
mot a letter, intimating Mr. Thomhill's conduct in my family. 
My son went in pursuance of my directions, and in three 
days returned, assuring us of the truth of the account ; but 
that he had found it impossible to deliver the letter, which 
he was therefore obliged to leave, as Mr. Thomhill and 
Miss Wilmot were visiting round the country. They were 
to be married, he said, in a few days, having appeared to- 
gether at church the Sunday before he was there, in great 
splendor, the bride attended hy sii young ladies, and he by 
as many gentlemen. Their approaching nnptials filled the 
-whole country with rejoicing, and they usually rode out 
together in the grandest equipage that had been seen in the 
11 
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oonntry for many yetm. All the frlendB of both fitmilieB, 
he said, were there, peuticulnrlj the 'Squire's uncie, Sir 
William Thornhlll, who bore lo good a character. He added 
tkU DOthiDg but mirth and feaating Were going forward ; 
that all the coantry praised the young bride's beaaty, and 
the bridegTooia'B fine person, and that they were immenseiy 
fond of each other ; ooncludiDg, that be could not help think- 
ing Mr. Thorohill ODe of the most h^p; men in the world. 

" Why, let bim live if he can," returned I ; " but, my son, 
obaorve thia bed of straw, and nnBheltering roof ; thoae 
mouldering waIIb, uid humid floor ; my'wretched body thna 
disabled by Are, and my children weeping round me for 
bread ;^you hsTO come home, roy child, to all this ; yet 
bete, even here, you see a man that would not for a thousand 
worlds exchange situatione. O my children, i£ you could i 
but learn to commune with your own hearta, and know what 
noble company you can make them, you would little regard i 
the elegance and splendor of the worthless. Almost all 
men have been taught to call life a passage, and thenuelvea 
the travellers. The similitude still may be improved, when I 
we obsefve that the good are joyful and serene, like tntvel - 
len that are going towards home ; the wicked but by inter- i 
vals happy, like travelietB that are going into exile," 

My compassion for my poor daughter, overpowered by this I 
new disaster, interrupted what I had further to observe. I I 
bads her mother support her, and after a short time she re- , 
covered. She speared from that time more calm, and 1 1 
imagined had gained a hew degree of reeolution ; but Kp- 
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pearaDcw daonved me ; fw her trutqaillty was tlw luignMr 

of overwrought reBontmeat. A eupplj of pTovisienfl, cha- 
ritably eent us hj my kind pariBbloners, eeemed to di&BM. 
new cheerfulaeBB among the reet of the family, nor was I dis- 
pleased at seeing them once more aprigbtly and at esse. It 
would have been unjust to damp their satisfactions, merely 
to condole with resolute melanoholy, or to buiden them with 
a sadne^ they did not feel. Thus once more the tale went 
round, and the song was demanded, and cheerfulnesa con- ' 
descended to hover round onr little habitatiMi. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 



Thb next morning tite sun arose with peculiar wanatli £or 
the season, so that we agreed to breakfast together on the 
honeysuckle bank ; where, while we sat, my yonngeat 
daughter, ^at my request, joined her voice to the concert 
on the trees about us. It was in this place that my poor. 
Olivia first met Mr. Tfaomhill, and every object served to re' 
coll her sadness. But that melancholy which is excited by 
objects of pleasure, or inspired by sounds of harmony, 
soothes the heart, instead of corroding.it. Her mother, too, 
upon thia occasion, felt a pleasing distress, and wept, and 
loved her daughter as before. " Do, my pretty, OJivia," eried 
hIic, " let us have that little melancholy air your papa was 
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SO fond of ; your siater Sophy haa already obliged us. l>o, 
child, it will please yoni old father." She complied in a 
manner so eiquisitely pathetic as moved me. 

" When lovely woman stoops to folly, 
And finds too late that men betray ; 
What charm can Boothe her melancholy ? 
What art can wash her gailt away ? 

The only art her guilt to cover, 

To hide her shame from every eye, 
To give repentance to her lover, 

And wring hia bosom— is to die," 

As she waa concluding the last stanza, to which an inter- 
niption in her voice from sorrow gave peculiar softness, tho 
appearance of Mr. Thornhill's equipage at a distance alarmed 
us all, but particularly increased the uneasiness of my eldest 
danghter, who, deeirous of shunning him, returned to the 
house with her Bister. In a few minutes he alighted from | 
bis chariot, and making op to the place where I was still 
sitting, inquired after my health with his nsual sit of famili- 
arity. " Sir," replied I, " your present assurance only serves 
to aggravate the baseness of yonr character ; and there was 
a time when I would have chastised your insolence for pr«- 
soming thus to appear before roe. But now you are sttf « ; I 
for age has cooled my passions, and my calling reBtntiua 

n .GoO'ik 
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" I TOW, my dear Sir," retnnied he, " I am amazed at all 
this ; nor can I imderstaod vhat it means. I hope yon don't 
think joDT daoghter's hit« excuTsion with ma had anything 
ciiminal in it?" 

" Qo," cried I ; " thon ait a vretch, a poor pitiful wtetch, 
and every wsf a liar ; hnt your meanneBfi secures you from 
my anger; yet, Sir, I am descended from a family that 
would not bare home this. And so, thon vile thing, thon 
hast made one poor creature wretched for life, and dis- 
honored a family that had nothing but honor for their 
portion." 

" If she or you," returned he, " are resdved to be miser- 
able, I cannot help it. But yon may still be happy ; and 
whatever opinion you may have formed of me, you shall 
ever find me ready to contribute to it. We can marry her 
to another in a short time, and what is more, she may keep 
her lover beaidc ; for I protest I shall ever continue to have 
ft true regard for her." 

I found all my passions alarmed at this new degrading 
proposal ; for though the mind may often be calm under 
great injuries, little villainy can at any time get within the 
sonl, and sting it into rage. "Avoid my sight, thou reptile!" 
cried I, " nor continue to insult me with thy presence. Were 
tny brave son at home, he would not sufEer thi^ but I am 
old and disabled, and every way undone." 

" I find," cried he, " you are bent upon obliging me to t^ 
in a harsher manner than I intended. Bat as I have ^own 
you what may be hoped from my friendship, it may not he 
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improper to represent what may be the caiueqiieiica of my 
leBentment. My attorney, to whom your lata bond hasbeen 
tranifened, thraatene hard, nor do I know how to prevHit 
the course of justice, except by paying- the money myseH, 
which, as I have been at eome eipenaea lately, preTJoim to 
my intended marriage, ie not ao eoay to be done. And then 
my steward talks of driving for the r$Dt ; it is certain he 
knows hie duty, for I never trouble myself with affairs of 
that nature. Yet still I oould wish to serve you, and even 
to have yon and yonr daughter present at ray marriage, 
which is shortly to be solemnized with Miss Wilmot ; it it 
even the request of ray charming Arabella herself, whom I 
hope yon will not refuse." 

" Mr. Thomhill," replied I, " hear me once for all : As to 
yonr mwriage with any but my danght«T, that I never will 
consent to ; and though your friendehip could raise me to a 
throne, or your resentment sink me to the grave, yet ■would 
I despise both. Thou hast once wofnlly, irreparably de- 
fierf«d me. I repoeed my heart upon thine honor, and have 
fennd Its baseness. Never more therefore expect friendship 
from me. Go, and possess what fortune has given thee — 
beauty, riches, health, and pleasure. (Jo, and leave me to 
wantf infamy, disease, and sorrow. Yet, humbled as I am, 
shall my ^eart still vindicate its dignity; Mid though 
than haat my forgiveness, thou shalt ever have my con- 
t«mpt." 

" If so," returned he, " depend upon it you shall feel the 
eifaete ef this insolenee ; and we shall shortly see which if 
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th« fittest otjject of scom, you or me." — Upon which be de- 
parted abruptly. 

My wife and son, who were present at this interview, 
eeemed terrified with the Bf^reheosion. My daughters also 
finding that he was gone, came out to be informed of the 
result of our conference, which, when known, alarmed them 
not less than the rest. But as to myself, I disregarded the 
utmost stretch of his malevolence ; he had already struck 
the blow, and now I stood prepared to repel every new 
effort ; like one of those instruments used in the art of war, 
which, however thrown, sUll presents a point to receive the 

We soon, however, found that he had not threatened in 
v^n ; for the very next morning his Btoward came to de- 
mand my annual rent, which, by the train of accidents al- 
ready related, I was unable to pay. The consefiuenoe of my 
incapacity was hia driving away my cattle that evening, and 
their being appraised and sold the nest day for less than 
half their value. My wife and children now therefore en- 
treated me to comply upon any terms, rather than incur 
certain deBtniotion. . They even begged of me to admit hia 
visits once more, and used all their little eloquence to paint 
the calanutisB I was going to endure ;^the terrors of a pri- 
son in so rigorous a eeason as the present, with the danger 
that threatened my health from the late accident that ]t»ip- 
pened by the fire. But I continued infleiible. 

" Why, my treasures," cried I, " why will you thus attempt 
to permiade ma to the thing that ia not right ? My duty hoi 
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taught me to forgive him ; but my conscience will oot p«- 
mit me to approve. Would you have me applaud to the 
world what my heart must internally condemn ? Would you 
have me tamely sit down and flatter an infamona wretch ; 
and, to avoid a prison, continually suffer the more galling 
bonds of mental confinement ? No, never. If we are to be 
taken from this abode, only let us hold to the right ; and 
wherever we are thrown we can still retire to a charming 
apartment, when we can look round our own hearts wilh 
intrepidity and with pleaaure." 

In this manner we spent that evening. Early the next 
morning, aa the enow had fallen in great abunduice in the 
night, my son was employed in clearing it away, and open- 
ing a paaaage before the door. He had not been thus en- 
gaged long when he came running in, with looks all pale, to 
tell ua that two strangers, whom he knew to be officers of 
justice, were making towards the house. 

Just as he spoke they came in, and approaching the bed 
where I lay, after previously informing me of their em- 
employment and business, made me their prisoner, bidding 
me prepare to go with them to the county gaol, which was 
eleven miles off. i 

"My friends," said I, "this is severe weather in which yoo | 
have come to take me to a prison ; and it is particularly un- 
fortunate at this time, as one of my arms has lately been 
burnt in a terrible manner, and it has thrown me into a i 
slight fever, and I want clothes to cover me ; and I am dow 
too weak and old to walk far in snoh deep snow ; bnt if it 



I then turned to my wife and children, and directed them 
to get together what few things were left ub, and to prepare 
immediately for leaving this place. I entreated them to be 
expeditions, and desired my son to assiat his eldest sister 
who, from a consciouBiieBs that she was the cause of all our 
calamities, was fallen and had lost anguish in insensibility. 
I enararaged my wife, who, pale and trembling, clasped our 
affrighted little ones in her arms, that clung to her bosom in 
silence, dreading to look TOnnd at the strangers. In the 
meantime my j^nngest daughter prepared for our departure, 
and as she received several hints to use despatch, in about 
an hour we were ready to depart. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



We set forward from this peaceful neighbourhood, and 
walked on slowly. My eldest danghter being enfeebled by 
a alow fever, which had begun for some days to undermine 
her constitution, one of the officers who had a horse, kindly 
took her behind him ; for even these men cannot entirely 
diveet themselves of humanity. My son led one of the little 
ones by the hand, and my wife the other, while I leaned 
upon my youngest girl, whose tears feU not for her own bat 
my distresses. ,-. . , 
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We htd now got from my Ute dwelling a,bout two miles, 
whea we saw Bi crowd mnniog utd Bhouting behind us, coa- 
sisting of about fifty of my poorest parishionera. These, 
with dreadful impreoatione, soon Raized upon the two 
o£BcaTB of jnertice, aod Bwearing tbey would nereT sea their 
minister go to gaol while they had a drop of blood to shed 
in hJB defence, were going to uae them with the grsatest 
eeverity. The consequenoe might haya been fatal bad I not 
immediately interposed, and with some difBonlty rescaed tlie 
officers from the hands of the enraged multitude, My chil- 
drea, who looked upon my delivery now as eertain, tqipewed 
transported with joy, and were incapable of otrntv^ing their 
raptures. But they were soon undeceived, upon hearing me 
address the poor deluded people, who came as they imagined, 
to do me servioe. 

"What ! my friends," cried I, " and is this the way yon 
love me ? Is this the manner you obey the instnictions I 
have given you &om the pulpit ? Thus to fly in the face of 
justice, and bring down ruin on yourselves and me ? Which 
is your ringleader f Show me the man that has thus mis- 
led you. As sure as he lives he shall feel my resentoteDt.— 
Alas I my dear deluded flock, return back to the duty you 
owa to Ood, to your country, and to me. I shall yet perhaps 
one day see you in greater happiness here, and oontribnte to 
make your lives more happy. But let it at least be my I 
comfort when I pen my fold for immortality, tLat not one 
here shall be wanting." ' 

'Hiey DOW seemed all repentance, and melting iato tears, i 
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came one after tha other to bid me farewell. I shook each 

tenderly by the hajid, and leayingtheminybleBsing, proceed- 
ed forward without meeting any further interruption. Elome 
hours before night we reached the town, or rather village, 
for it emiBisted but of a few mean houses, having lost all its 
former opulence, and retaining no marks of its anoient 
superiority bat the gaol. 

Upon entering, we put up at the inn, where we had such 
re&eahmeiita aa eould moat readily be procured, and I sup- 
ped with my family with my usual cheerfulnese. After 
seeing them properly accommodated for that night, I next 
attended the sheritE's officers to the prison, which had for- 
merly been built for the purposes of war, and consisted of 
one large apartment, strongly grated and paved with atone, 
conuuon to both felons and debtors at certain hours in the 
four and twenty. Besides this, every prisoner had a sepa- 
rate cell, where he was locked in for the night. 

I eipeoted, upon my entrance, to find nothing but lamen- 
tations and various eounda of misery ; but it was very difEer- 
ent. The prisoneiB seemed all employed in one common 
design, that" of forgetting thought in merriment or clamor. 
I waa apprised of the usual perquisite required upon these 
occasions, and immediately complied with the demand, 
though the little money I had was very near being all ex- 
hausted. This was immediately sent away for liquor, and 
the whole prison soon waa filled with riot, laughter, and 
profaneness. 
" How," cried I, to myself, " shall men so very wicked bs 
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cheerfol, and ehall I be mdutchot^ 1 I feel only the eame 
confinement with them, and I think I have more reason to 
be happy." 

With sach reflections I labored t« become cheerful ; but 
cheerfuineaa vaa never yet produced by effort which ie 
itself painful. Ah I was sitting, therefore, in a corner of the 
gaol, in a pensive posture, one of my fellow-prisonera came 
up, and sitting by me, entered into conversation. It was my 
constant rule in life never to avoid the conversation of any 
man who seemed to desire it ; for if good, I might profit by 
his instruction ; if bad, he migbt be assisted by mine. 1 
found this to be a knowing man, of strong unlettered sense, 
but a thorough knowledge of the world, aa it was called, or, 
more properly speaking, of human nature on the wrong 
side. He saked me if I had taken care to provide myself 
with a bed, which was a circamstonce I had never once 
attended to. 

" That's unfortunate," cried he, " as you are allowed here 
nothing bnt straw, and yonr apartment is very lai^ and 
cold. However, you seem to be something of a. gentleman, 
and as I have been one myself in my time, part of my bed- 
clothes are heartily at your service," 

I thanked him, profeesing my surprise at finiUng stich 
humanity in a gaol ; adding, to let him see that I was a 
scholar. " That the sage ancient seemed to understand the 
value of company in affliction, when he said, Ton kotnum 
aire, ei dot ton etavroa ; and in fact," continued I, " vrhat k 
he world if it affords only solitude ?" 
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"You talk of tlie world, Sir," returned my fellow -priNoaer ; 
" the worid is in ita dotage ; and yet the cosmogony or 
creation of the world has puzaled the philosophers of every 
age. What a medley of opiniona have Ihey not broached 
upon the creation of the world ! Sanchoniathoa, Manetho, 
BerosuB, and Ocellus Lucanus, ha^e all attempted it in vain. 
The latter has these words, Aiuirehon ara Icai alelutaion to 

pan, which implies" "I ask pardon. Sir," cried I, " for 

intemipting so much learning ; but I think I have heard all 
this before. Have I not had the pleasure of once seeing 
you at Welbridge fair, and ia not your name Ephraim Jen- 
kinson ?" At this demand he only sighed. " I suppose you 
must recollect," resumed I, " one Doctor Primrose from 
whom you bought a horse ?" 

He now at once recollected me ; for the gloominess of tiie 
place and the approaching night had prevented his distin- 
guishing my features before, — " Yes, Sir," returned Mr. 
JeokinBon, " I remember you perfectly well ; I bought a 
horse, bnt forgot to pay for him. Your neighbonr Flam- 
borougli is the only prosecutor I am any way afraid of at the 
next assizes ; for he intends to swear positively ?^ainfit me as 
ft coiner, I am heartily sorry, Sir, I ever deceived you, or 
indeed any man ; for you see," continued he, showing his 
ehacfcles, " what my tricks have brought rae to." 

"Well, Sir," replied I, "your kindness in ofEering mo 
asejstance when you could expect m) return, shall be repaid 
with my endeavours to soften or totally suppress Mr. Flam- 
Ijorough's evidence, and I will send my son to him for that 
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piirpoBs the first oppartunitjr ; nor do I in the least doubt 
but he will comply with mj request : and oa to my own 
evidence, jrou need be under no uneaaineBs about that." 

" Well, Sir," cried he, " all the return I con wake shall be 
yours. You shall have more than half my bed-clothes to- 
night, and I'll take care to stand your friend in the prison, 
where I think I have some influence." 

I thanked him, and could not avoid being fiurprised at the 
present youthful change in hb aspect ; for at the time I had 
seen him before, he appeared at least sixty. — " Sir," Mwwered 
he, " you are little acquainted with the world ; I had at that 
time false hair, and have learned the art of counterfeiting 
every age from eeventeen to seventy. Ah ! Sir, had I but 
bestowed half tie pains in learning a trade, that I have iu 
learning to be a scoundrel, I might have been a. rich man at 
this day. But rogue as I am, still I may be your friend, and 
that perhape when you least eipect it." 

Wb were now prevented from further conversation by the 
arrival of the gaoler's servants, who came to call over the 
prisoners' names, and lock up for the night. A fellow also 
with a bundTe of straw for, ray bed attended, who led ine 
along a dark narrow paasage into a room paved like the 
common prison, and in one corner of this I spread my bed 
and the clothes given me by my fellow -prisoner ; which 
done, my conductor, who was civil enough, bade me a good 
sight. After my usual meditations, and having praised my 
Heavenly Corrector, I laid myself down, mi slept with the 
atmost tranquility till morning. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

1 EETOtttUTION IN THE OAOIt. — TO HIKE UW 



Thk next morning early I was awakened by my family, 
whom I found in (ears st my bedside. The ^oomy etrengUi 
of eTCTythiDg about ua, it seema, had daunted them. I 
gently rebuked their sorrow, asauring them I had never slept 
with greater tranquility, and nest inquired after my eldest 
daughter, who 'was not among them. They informed me 
that yesterday's uneasiness and fatigue hod increaaed her 
fevet, and it was judged proper to leave her behind. My 
next care was to send my eon to procure a room or two to 
lodge the family in, aa near thepriaon as conTeniently oould 
be found. He obeyed ; but could only find one apartment, 
which was hired at a small expense for his mother and 
sisters, the gaoler with humanity consenting to let him and 
his two little brothers lie in theprieon with me. A bed waa 
therefore prepwed for them in a comer of the room, which 
I thought answered very conveniently. I was willing how- 
ever, previously, to know whether my little children chose to 
lie in a place which aeemed to frighten them upon entrance, 

"Weil," cried I, " my good boya, how do yon like jonr 
bed ? I hope jon aie not afraid to lie in this room, dark aa 
it appeata ?" 

" No Papa," says Dick, " I am not afraid to lie anyvhere 
where yon are." 

. Cookie 
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"And 1," says Bill, who was yet tut four years o!d,"!ovo 
every place beat that my papa is in." 

After this I allotted to each of the family what they were 
to do. My iianghter was particularly directed to watch her 
declining sisier's health ; my wife wns to attend me ; my 
little boys were to read to me. " And as for you, my aon," 
continued I, " it ia by the labor of your handa we miiBt all 
hope to be supported. Yo or wages as aday-Uborerwillbe 
fully sufficient, with proper frugality, to maintain us all, uid 
comfortably too. Thon art now sixteen years old, and hast 
strength ; and it was given thee, my son, for very useful 
purposes ; for it must save from famine yoni helplesa pa- 
rents and family. Prepare then this evening to look out for 
work against to-morrow, and bring home eveiy night what 
money you earn for our support," 

Having thus instructed him, and settled the rest, I walked 
down- to the common prison, where I could enjoy more air 
and room. But I was not long there when the execrations, 
lewdness, and brutality that invaded me on every side, drove 
me back to my apartment again. Here I sat fsa some time 
pondering upon the strange infatuation of wretches, who, 
finding all mankind in open arms against them, were labor- 
ing to make themselves a future and a tremendous enemy. 

Their insensibility excited my highest compassion, and I 
blotted my own uneasiness from my mind. It even speared 
a duty incumbent upon me to attempt to reclaim them. I 
resolved therefore once more to return, and, in apite of their 
contempt, to give them my advice, and conquer them by my 
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perseverEiDce. Going therefore among them again, I in- 
formed Mr. Jentinson of my design, at which he laughed 
heartily, but communicated it to the rest. The proposal 
was received with the greatest good-humor, as it promised 
to afford a new fuud of entertainment to persona who had 
now no other resource for mirth, but what could be derived 
from ridicule or debauchery. 

I therefore read them a portion of the Bervico with a loud 
unaffected voice, and found my audience perfectly merry 
upon the occasion. Lewd whispeis, groans of contrition bur- 
lesqued, winking and coughing, alternately excited laughter. 
However, I continued with my natural solemnity to read on, 
sensible that what t did might mend some, but could itself 
receive no contamination from any. 

After reading, I entered upon my exhortation, which was 
rather calculated at first to amuse them than to reprove. I 
previously observed, that no other motive but their welfare 
could induce me to this ; that I was their fellow-prisoner, 
and now got nothing by preaching. I was sorry, I said, to 
hear them so very profane, because they got nothing by it, 
but might lose a great deal : " For be assured, my friends," 
cried I, "for you are my friends, however the woridmay 
disclaim your friendship, though you swore a thousand oaths 
in a day it would not put one penny in your purse. Then 
-what signifies calling every moment upon the devil, and 
courting his friendship, since you find how scurvily he uses 
■cdu ? He has given you nothing here, you find, but a 
mouthful of oaths and an empty belly ; and by the beat 
12 
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accounts I liave of him, he will give jou nothing that's good 
heteafter. 

" If used ill iu our dealings with one man, we natuiallj 
go elsewhere. Were it not worth your while, then, just to 
try how you may like the usage of another master, who gives 
you fair promises at least to come to liim? Surely, my 
friends, of all stupidity in the world, his must ho the great- 
est, who, after robbing a house, runs to the thief -takers for 
protection. And yet how are you more wise? You are all 
seeking comfort from one that has already betrayed you 
applying to a more malicious being than any thieJ-taker of 
them all ; for they only decoy and then hong you ; but he 
decoys and hongs, and, what is worst of all, will not let you 
loose after the hangman lias done." 

When I had concluded, I received the compliments of my 
audience, some of whom came and shook me by tlie hand, 
swearing that I was a very honest fellow, and that they de- 
sired my further acquaintance. I therefore 'promised to 
repeat my lecture nest day, and actually conceived some 
hopes of making a reformatiwi here ; for it had ever been 
my opinion, that no man was past the hour of amendment, 
every heart lying open to the ahafts of reproof, if the archer 
could but take a proper aim. When I had thus satisfied mv 
mind, I went hack to my apartment, where my wife prepared 
a frugal meal, while Mr. Jenkinpon begged leave to add hie 
dinner to ours, and partake of the pleasiire, as he was kind 
enough to express it, of my conversatioB. He had not yet 
aeea my family ; f oi as th^ coane to my aparttneat by » 
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door in the narrow psBsage already described, by this means 
they avoided the commoD prison. Jenkinson at the first in- 
terview, therefore, seemed not a little atnick with the beauty 
of my youngest daughter, which her pensive air contributed 
to heighten ; and my little ones did not paaa unnoticed, 

" Alas, Doctor," cried he, " these children are too hand- 
some and too good for such a place as this I" 

"Why, Mr. Jenkinson," replied I, "thank Heaven, my 
diildren are pretty tolerable in morals ; and if they be good, 
it matters little for the rest." 

" I fancy. Sir," returned my fellow-prisoner, " that it must 
give you great comfort to have all this little family about 
yoft." 

" A comfort, Mr. Jenkinson 1" replied I ; " yes, it is indeed 
a comfort, and I would not be without them for all the world ; 
for they can make a dongeon eeem a palace. There ia but 
one way in this life of wounding my happiness, and that is 
by injuring them." 

"lam afraid, then, Sir," cried he, "that I am in some 
measure culpable ; for I think I see here (looking at my 
son Moses) one that I have injnred, and by whom I wish to 
be forgiven." 

My son immediately recollected his voice and features, 
^ough he had before seen him in diBguisc, and taking him 
by the hand, with a smile, forgave him. " Yet," continued 
he, "I can't help wondering at what you could aee in my 
face, to think me a proper mark for deception." 

" My dear Sir," letnmed the other, " it waa not your face, 
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but your white Blockings, and the black riband in yonr hair, 
that allnredme. But no disparagement to your parts,! have 
deceived wiser men than you in my time ; and yet with all 
my tricks, the blockheads have been too many for me at 

" I suppose," cried my son, " that the narrative of such a 
life as yours must be extremely instructive and amusing." 

" Not much of either," returned Mr. Jenkinson. " Those 
relations which describe the tricks and vices only of mankind, 
by increasing our suspicion in life, retard our success. The 
traveller that distrusts every person he meets, and turns 
back upon the appearance of every man that looks like a 
robber, seldom arrives in time at his journey's end. 

" Indeed, I think, from my own experience, that the know- 
ing one is the silliest fellow under the sun. I was thought 
cunning from my very childhood r when but seven years 
old the ladies would say that I was a perfect little man ; at 
fourteen I knew the world, cocked my hat, and swa^ered 
about town ; at twenty, though I was perfectly honest, yet 
every one thought me so cunning, that not one would trust 
me. , Thus I was at last obliged to tm-n sharper in my own 
defence, and have lived ever since, my head throbbing with 
schemes to deceive, and my heart palpitating with fears 
of detection. I used often to laugh at your honest simple 
neighbour Flomborough, and, one way or another, generally 
cheated him once a year. Tet still the honest man went for- 
ward without suspicion, and grew rich, while I still continued 
tricksy and cunning, and waa poor without the consolation 
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of being honeBt. However," continued he, " let me know 
your caae, and what has brought you here ; perhaps, though 
I have not skill enough to avoid a gaol myself, I may eztri- 
eato my friends." 

In complieace with his cariosity, I informed him of the 
whole train of accidents aud follies that had plunged me 
into my present troubles, and my utter inability to get free. 

After hearing my story, and pausing some minutes, he 
slapped bis forehead, as if he had hit upon something materia], 
and took his leave, saying be would try what could be done. 



CHAPTEB SXVII. 



The next morning, I communicated to my wife and chil- 
dren the scheme I had planned of reforming the prisoners, 
which they received with universal disapprobation, alleging 
the impoBsibility and impropriety of it ; adding, that my 
endeavours would no way contribute to their amendment, 
but might probably disgrace my calling. 

" Excuse me," returned I ; " these people, however fallen, 
are still men ; and that is o very good title to my affections. 
Good counsel rejected, returns to earich the giver's bosom ; 
and though the instruction I communicate may not mend 
them, yet it will assuredly mend myself. If these wretches, 
my children, were princes, there would he thousands ready 
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to offer their rainiBtty ; but, in my opinion, the heart that is 
buried in a dungeon is as precions as that seated upon a 
throne. Yee, my treasures, if I can mend them, I will : 
perhaps they will not all despise me. Perhaps I may catch 
np even one &om the golf, and that will be great gain ; for 
is there upon eartli a gem so precioua as the human soul ?" 

Thus saying, I left them, and descended to the common 
prison, where I found the prisoners very merry, expecting 
my arrival ; and each prepared with some gaol trick to plaj 
upon the doctor. Thus, as I was going to begin, one turned 
my wig awry, aa if by accident, and then aslted my pardon. 
A second who stood at some distance, had a knack of spitting 
through bis teeth, which fell in showers upon my book. A 
third would cry Ameit in such an afiected tone as gave the 
rest great delight, A fourth had slily picked my pocket of 
my spectacles. But there was one whose trick gave more 
universal pleasure than all the rest ; for observing the man- 
ner in which I had disposed my boots on the table before 
me, he very dexterously displaced one of them, and put an 
obscene jest-book of his own in the place. However, I took 
no notice of all that this mischievous group of little beings 
could do, but went on, perfectly sensible that what was 
ridiculous in my attempt would excite mirth only the 
or second time, while what was serious would be permanent. 
My design succeeded, and in less than six days e 
penitent, and all attentive. 

I congratulated myself on being thus enabled to give 
Hensibility to wretches divested of every moral feeling ; and 
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now began to think of doing them temporal services also, by 
rendering their aitnation somewhat more comfortable. Their 
time had hitherto been divided between famine and excess, 
tnmultuons riot and bitter repining. Their only employment 
was qnarrelling among each other, playing at ctibbage, and 
cntting fohacco-stoppers. From this last mode of idle in- 
dustr; I took the hint of setting such as chose to work at 
cutting pegsfortobacconiats and shoemakers, the proper wood 
being bought by a general subscription, and when manufac- 
tured, Bold by my appointment ; so that each earned something 
evety day — a trifle indeed, but sufficient to maintain him. 

I did not stop here, hut institat^d fines for the paniahnienl 
of immorality, and rewards for peculiar industry. Thus, in 
less than a fortnight I had formed them into Something 
social and humane, and had th« pleasure of regarding my- 
self as a legislator, who had brought men from their native 
ferocity into friendship and obedience. 



CHAPTER XXVIU. 

HAPPINESS Atn> MISBBY B4THEn I^HE BESULT OF FBUDHNOB 11 



I HAB now been confined more than a fortnight, but had 
not since my arrival been visited by my dear Olivia, and I 
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greatly longed to see faer. Having commimicated my wishes 
to my wife, the nest morning the poor giil entered my 
apoitment, leaning on her sister's arm. The change vhich I 
saw on her countenance stmck me. The nnmberlesB graces 
that once resided there were now fled, and the hand of death 
seemed to have moulded every featare to alarm me. Her 
temples were sank, her forehead was tense, and a fatal pale- 
ness sat upon her cheek. 

" I am glad to see thee, my dear," cried I : " but why this 
dejection, Livy? I hope, my love, you have too great a re- 
gard for me to permit disappointment thus to nndermine a 
life which I prize as my own. Be cheerful, child, and we 
may yet see happier days." 

" You have ever, Sir," replied she, " been kind to me, and 
it adds to my pain that I shali never have an opportunity 
o£ aharing that happiness you promise. Happiness, t fear, 
is no longer reserved for me here ; and I long to be rid of a 
place where I have only found distress. Indeed, Six, I wish 
you would make a proper submission to Mr. ThomhiU : it 
may in some measure induce him to pity you, and it will 
give me relief in dying. 

" Never, child," replied I, "never ; for though the world 
may look upon your offence with scorn, let it be mine to re- 
gard it aa a mark of credulity, not of guilt. — My dear, I am 
no way miserable in this place, however dismal it may seem ; 
and be aaaured, that while you coGtinue to bless me by 
living, he shall never have my consent to make yon more 
wretched by marrying another." 
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After the departure of my daughter, my fellow -prisoDer, 
who waa by at this interview, eeneihly enough expostulated 
on my obstinacy in refusing a Bubmissiou which promised to 
give me freedom. He observed, that the rest of my family 
was not to be sacriflced to the peace of one child alone, and 
she the only one who had ofEended me. " Besides," added 
he, " I don't know if it be just thus to obstruct the union 
of man and wife, which you do at present, by refneing to 
consent to a match you cannot hinder, bat may render 
unhappy." 

" Sir," repliedjl, " you are unacquainted with the man that 
oppresses us. I am'verj sensible that no submission I can 
moke could procure me liberty even for an hour. I am told 
that even in this very room a debtor of his, no later than last 
year, died for want. — While my daughter lives, no other 
marriage of his shall ever be legal in my eye. Were she re- 
moved, indeed, I should be the basest of men, from any re- 
sentment of my own, to attempt putting asunder th(«e who 
wish for a union. But now, should I not he the most cruel 
of all fathers to sign an instrument which must send my 
child to the grave, merely to avoid a prison myself; and 
thus, to escape one pang, break my child's heart with a 
thousand ?" 

He acquiesced in the justice of this answer, but could not 
avoid observing, that he feared my daughter's life was already 
too much wasted to keep me long a prisoner. " However," 
continued he, "though you refuse to submit to the nephew, 
I hope you have no objections to laying your oase before the 
. Cookie ■ 
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oncle, who hoa the first cbarncter in the kingdom for eTei7- 
thing that is joat and good, 1 would ftdvise yon to send him 
a letter by the poet, intimating all his nephew's ill usage, and 
my life for it, that in three days yon shall have an answer." 
I thanked him for the hint, and instantly set abont comply- 
ing ; but I wanted paper, and nnlnckily all our money had 
been laid out that morning in provisionB : however, he sup- 
plied me. 

For the three ensning days I was in a state of anxiety to 
know what reception my letter might meet with ; but in the 
meantime was frequently solicited by my wife to submit to 
any conditions rather than remwn here, and every hour re- 
ceived repeated 'aeconnta of the decline of my danghter's 
health. The third day and the f onrth arrived, bnt I received 
no answer to my letter : the complaints of a stranger against 
a f avoritfl nephew were no way likely to succeed ; so thai 
these hopes soon vanished like all my former. My mind 
however, still supported itself, though confinement and bad 
air began to make a visible alteration in my health, and my 
arm that bad suffered in the fire grew worse. My children. 
however, sat by me, and while I was stretched on my atrait. 
read to me by turns, or listened and wept at my instructions. 
But my daughter's health declined faster than mine ; eveiy 
message from her contributed to increase my apprehensions 
and pain. The fifth morning after I had written the lelto, 
which WHS sent to Sir William Thomhill, I was alarmed wittl 
an account that she was speechless. Now it was that confine- 
ment was truly painfnl to me ; my soul was bursting fron 



its prison, to be near the pillow of my child, to comfort, to 
Htrengthen her, to receive her last wishes, and t«aoh her aonl 
the way to heaven. Another acconnt came : ^e was ex- 
piring, and yet I wae debarred the smalt comfort of weeping 
by her. My fellow- priBoner, some time after, came with 
the last account. He bade me be patient : Ske was dead ! — 
The next morning he returned, and fonnd me with my two 
little ones, now my only companions, who were using all 
theirinnocent efforts to comfort me. They entreated to read 
to me, and bade me not cry, for I was now too old to weep. 
" And is not my sister an angel, now, Papa ?" cried the 
eldest ; " and why then are yon sorry for her ? I wish I 
were an angel, out of this frightful place, if my papa were 
with me." — "Yes," added my youngest darUng, "heaven, 
where my sister is, is a Sner place than this, and there are 
none but good people there ; and the people here are very 
bad." 

Mr. Jenkinson interrupted their harmless prattle by ob> 
serving, that, now my daughter was no more, I ehonld 
seriously think of the rest of my family, and attempt to save 
rny own life, which was every day declining for want of 
necessaries and wholesome air. He added, that it was now 
incumbent on me to sacrifice any pride or resentment of my 
own to the welfare of those who depended on me for snp- 
port ; and that I was now, both by reason and justice, 
obliged to try to reconcile my landlord. 

" Heaven be praised," replied I, " there is no pride left 
me now ; I shonld detest my own heart if I saw either pride 
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or resentment lurking there. On the contrary, as my op- 
pressor bas been once my paristtioner, I hope one day to pre- 
sent him up an onpolluted soul at the eternal tribunal. No, 
Sir, I have no resentment now ; and though he has taken 
from me what I held dearer than all his treasorea, though he 
haa wrung my heart, — for I am sick almost to fainting, very 
sick, my fellow-priaoner, — yet that shall never inspire me 
with vengeance. I am now willing to approve his marriage ; 
and if this Hubmission can do him any pleasure, let himknow 
that if I have done him any injury I am sorry for it." 

Mr. -Jenkinson took pen and ink, and wrote down my suh- 
miesion nearly ae I have expressed it, to which I signed my 
name. My son was employed to carry the letter to Mr. 
Thombill, who was then at his seat in the country. He 
went, and in about six hours returned with a verbal answer. 
— He bad some difSculty, he said, to get a sight of bis land- 
lord, as the servants were insolent and suspicious ; but he 
accidentally saw him as he was going out npon bnainess pre- 
paring for his marriage, which was. to be in three days. He 
continued to inform us, that he stepped up in the humblest 
manner, and delivered the letter, which when Mr. Thomhill 
had read, be said that all submission was now too late and 
unnecessary ; that he had heard of our application to his 
uncle, which met with the contempt it deserved ; and as for 
the rest, that all future application should be directed to bis 
attorney, not to him. He observe'd, however, that aa he had 
a very good opinion of the discretion of the two young 
ladies, they might have been the most agreeable intercessorc , 
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" WeU, Sir," Biud I to my fellow-priSoner, " you now dis- 
coTer the temper of the man that oppressea me. He can at 
once be facetiona and cruel ; hut let him use me as he will, 
I ahall soon be free, iii spite of all his bolts to restrain mc. 
I am now drawing towardB an abode that looks brighter as I 
approach it : this expectation cheers my afflictions, and 
though I leave a helpless family of orphans behind me, yet 
they nill not be utterly forsaken ; eome friend perhaps will 
be found to assist them for the sake of their poor father, and 
Home may charitably relieve them for the sake of their 
heavenly Father." 

Just as I spoke, my wife, whom I had not seen that 
day before, appenred with looks of terror, and making 
efforts, but unable to speak. " Why, my love," cried I 
" why will you increase my afflictions by your own ? What 
though no submissions can turn our serere master, though 
he has doomed me to die in this place of wretchedness, and 
f liough we have lost a darling child, yet still you will find 
comfort in your other children when I shall be no more". — 
" We have indeed lost," returned she, " a darling child- My 
Sophia, my dearest, is gone ; snatched from ua, carried off 
by ruffians !" — " How Madam," cried my fellow-prisoner, 
" Miss Sophia carried off by Tillains ! sure it cannot be." 

She could only answer with a fixed look and a flood of 
tears. But one of the prisoner's wives who was present, and 
came in with her, gave us a more distinct account : she in- 
formed us, that as my wife, my daughter, and herself were 
taking a walk together on the great road, a little way ont of 
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the Tillage, a poat-chaise and pair drove up to them, and in- 
staotlf stopped. Upon which a well-dreaaed mao, but not 
Mr. ThornhiU, stepping out,,cIa8ped my daughter round the 
waist, and forcing her in, bid the postilion drive on, bo that 
they were out of sight in a moment. 

" Now," cried I, " the enm of my miseries is made up, not 
is it iu the power of anylJiing on eartb to give me another 
pang. What I not one left ! not to leave me one I — The 
moDBterl — The child that was next to my heart! she haa 
the beauty of an aogel, and almost the wisdom of an angel 
— But support that woman, nor let her fall. — Not to leave me 
one I" 

" Alas I my husband," said my wife, " yon seem to want 
comfort even more than I. Our distresses are great ; but 1 
could bear this and more, if 1 saw you but easy. They may 
tahe away my children, and all the world, if they Leave me 
but you." 

My BOD, who was present, endeavoured to moderate her 
grief ; he bade us take comfort, for he hoped that we might 
still have reason to be thankful. — " My child," cried I, " look 
round the world, and see if there be any happinese left me 
now. — Is not every ray of comfort shut out, while oil oui 
bright prospeota only lie beyond the grave ?" — " My dear 
father," returned he, " I hope there is still something thai 
"Will give you an interval of satisfaction ; for I have a letter 
from my brother George." — "Wliat of him, cliild?" Id- 
terrupted I ; " does he know onr misery ? I hope my boy ii 
exempt from any part of what his wretched faffljl; su£en." 
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— "Yes, Sir," retnmed he, "he is perfectly gay, cheerful, 
and happy. His letter brings notliing hut good news ; be ia 
the favorite of his colonel, who proroiBea to procure him the 
very next lieutenancy that becomes vacant." 

"And are you sure of all thia?" cried my wife. " Are 
you sore Uiat nothing ill hae befallen my boy ?" — " Nothing, 
indeed. Madam," retnmed my son ; "you shall eee the letter, 
which will give you the higheet pleasure ; and if anything 
can procure yoH comfort, I am sure that will." — " But are 
you sure," Still repeated she, " that the letter ia from him- 
self, and that he is really ao happy ?" " Yea, Madam," re- 
plied he, " it ia certainly his, and he will one day he the 
credit and aupport of our family." — "Then I tliank Provi- 
dence," cried she, " that ray taat letter to him has miscarried. 
Yes, my dear," continued she, turning to me, " I will now 
confess, that though the hand of Heaven ia sore upon us m 
other instance's, it has been favorable here. By the laat 
letter I wrote my son, which was in the bittemesa of anger, 
I desired him upon hia mother's blessing, and if he had the 
heart of a man, to see justice done his father and sister, and 
avenge our cause. But thanks be to Him that directs all 
tbinga, it has miscarried, and I am at rest." — " Womoii," 
cried I, " thou hast done very ill, and at another time my 
reproaches might have been more severe. Oh, what a 
tremendous gulf hast thou escaped, that would have buried 
thee and him ia endless ruin 1 Providence indeed has here 
been kinder to us than we to ourselves. It has reserved 
that BOtt to be th? father mi protector of my children when 
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I shall be away. How nnjnsay did I complfun of being 
stripped of every comfort, when still I hear that he k 
happy, and insensiblq of our afflictions ; still kept in reserve 
to support hia widowed mother, and to protect liis brothers 
and Bisters. But what sisters haa he left? he has no eisters 
now ; they are all gone, robbed from me, and I am undone." 
— " Father," interrupted my son, " I beg you will give me 
leave to read this letter, I know it will please j^u," Upon 
which, with my. permission, he read as follows ; — 

"Honored Sib, 

I have called off my imagination a few moments from 
the pleasures that surround me, to fix it npon objects that 
are still more pleasing, the dear little fireside at home. Mr 
foncy draws that harmless group as l^tening to every line 
of this with great composure. I view those faces with de- 
light which never felt the deforming hand of ambition or 
distress 1 But whatever your happiness may be at home, 1 
am sure it will be some addition to it to hear that I am 
perfectly pieased with my situation, and every way happy 

" Our regiment is countermanded, and is not to leave the 
kingdom. The colonel, who professes himself ray friend, 
takes me with him to all companies where be is acqoainted, 
and after my first visit I generally find myself received with 
increased respect upon repeating it. I danced last sighl 

with Lady G , and could I forget you know whom, I 

might be perhaps Bucceesful. But it is my fate still to re- 



.Googl. 
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••member others, while I tun mj^elf forgotten by moat of my 
absent frienda ; and in thia number, I fear, Sir, that I muat 
conaider you ; for I have long expected the pleasure of 
a letter from home, to no purpose. Olivia and Sophia, too, 
promised to write, but seem to have forgotten me. Tell them 
they are two arrant little baggages, and that I am at this 
moment in a moat violent passion with them ; yet still, I 
know not how, though I want to blaster a little, my heart is 
moved only by softer emotions. Then tell them, Sir, that 
after all I love them affectionately, and be assured of my 
ever remaining. 

Your dutiful Son." 

" In all our miseries," cried I, " what thanke have we not 
to return, that one at least of our family is exempted from 
what we suffer. Heaven be hie guard, and keep my boy 
thus happy, to be the supporter of his widowed mother, and 
the father of these two babes, which is all the patrimony I 
can now bequeath him I May be keep their innocence from 
the temptatioDB of want, and be their condnctor in the paths 
of honor!" I had scarcely aaid these words, when a noise 
like that of a tumult seemed to proceed from the prison be- 
low ; it died away soon after, and a clanking of fetters was 
hoard along the passage that led to my apartment. The keeper 
of the prison entered, holding a man aU bloody, wounded, 
and fettered with the heavieet irons. I looked with' com- 
passion on the wretch as be approached me, but with horror 
when I found it w^s my own ^on.— "My Geoigel. my 
13 

n .C^OO.I. 
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Oaoi^ ! and do I behold tbce thaa 7 Wonnded-^fettarad T 
Is this thj happinesB ? is this tbe manner yoa retnm to me ? 
Oh that tbii light oonld break my heart at once, and let me 
diet" 

" Where, Sir, ia your fortitude ?" retonibd my son with an 
intfepid voice. " I most sofier ; mj life is forfeited, and 
let them take it." 

I tried to restrain my passions for a few minutefi in silence, 
but I thoDgbt]_I should have died with tbe efEort. — " O my 
boy, my heart weepe to behold thee thus, and I cannot, can- 
not be!p it. In the moment when I thought thee bleat, and 
prayed for thy eafety, to behold thee thus again 1 Chained, 
wounded ! And yet the death of the youthful is happy. 
But I am old, a Very old man, and hare lived to see thiB 
day I to see my children all untimely falling abont me, 
while I continue a wretched anrvivor in the midst of rain I 
May all the curses that ever sunk a soul fall heavy upon the 
murderer of my children I May he live, like me, to see " 

"Hold, Sir," replied my son, "or I shall blnsh for thee. 
How, Sir, forgetful of yonr age, your holy calling, thns to 
arrogate the Justice of Heaven, and fling those cnrses 4pwatd 
that must soon descend to crush thy own grey head with 
destroction ! No, Sir, let it be your care now to fit me for 
that vile death I must shortly suffer ; to arm me with hope 
and resolution ; to give me courage lo drink of that tdtter- 
nees which must shortly be my portion." 

" My child, yon must not die : I am sura no offence of 
thine can deeerre so vile a pmushment. Hy George eovM 
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lurveir ha guilty of aigr cr&n* to make kia bUod adaajtted o£ 

" Mine, Bir," Tetamed my son, " is, I fear, an uDpardonabla 
(tne. When I rocetTed my matiiet'B letter from home, I 
immediBtely came down determined to punish the bekayer 
o£ our honor, and Bent him an order to meet me, which ha 
answered, not in person, but by despatching four of his 
domestica to seize me. I wounded one who first aBsanlted 
me, and I fear desperately ; but the rest made me their 
prisoner. The coward ia dotermiaed to put the law m ex- 
ecution against me ; the proofs are undeniable ; I have sent 
a challenge, and as I am the first transgressor upon the 
statute, I see no hopes of pardon. But you have often 
charmed me with yonr lessons of fortitude ; let me now, Sir, 
find them ia your example." 

" And, my son, you shall find them. I am now raised 
above this W(nld,«Uid all the pleasurea it can pvoduce. Froia 
this memeat I bi«ak from my heart all the tiea that held it 
down to earth, and will prepare to fit us both for eternity, 
yea, my sodj I will point out the way, and my soul- shall 
^ide yoors- in the ascent ;. for we will take our Sight to- 
gether. I now see and mq convinced you can expect nir 
pardon hete ; and I ean only exhort yoa to seek it at that 
greatest tribunal where we both ehall ehwtly finawer. Let 
us not, howcTcr, be niggardly in our eahortafion, but let all 
our fellow-priBonera have a share j^— Good Gaoler, let them be 
permitted to stand here while I attempt to improve tbero." 
Thus Baying, I made an effort to rise from my 8t»w, tml 
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wanted strength, and was able 1H1I7 to reclioe agfdagt the 
vail. The prisonera assembled (^emsetves accordiog to m; 
directioiu, for the; loved to hear my counsel ; my son and 
his mother supported me on either aide ; I looked and saiv 
that none were wanting, and then addreeaed them wi^ the 
£oll owing exhortation. 



CHAPTEK XXIX. 



Ml friends, my children, and fellow-sufierers, when I k- 
fleet on the distribution of good and evil here below, I finil 
that much haa been given man to enjoy, yet still more U 
suffer. Though we should examine the whole world, we 
shall not find one man so happy as to have nothing left U> 
wish for i but we daily see thousands who, by suicide, shoo 
ua they have nothing left to hope. In this life, then, 11 
appears that we cannot be entirely bleat, but yet we may be 
Completely mserable. 

Why man should thna feel pain ; why our wretchedneit 
ahonld be requisite in the formation of universal h^pines^) 
why, when all other Bystems are made perfect iy the per- 1 
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£ectioD of their Bubonjinate parts, the great Bjatem shonlii 
require for ita perfection parts that Me not only Bubordinate 
to others, l)ut imperfect in themaelveB ; — these are qnestiona 
that never can be explained, and might be useless if known. 
On this subject ProTidenoe has thought fit to elude our 
curiosity, Batiafie<! with granting us motives to coosolation. 

In tliis situation man has oalled in the friendly assiatauce 
of philosophy, and Heaven, seeing the incapacity of that to 
console him, has given him the aid of religion. The conso- 
lations of philtBophy are very amusing, but often fallacious. 
It tells ua that life is filled with comforts, if we will but 
enjoy them ; and on the other hand, that though we un- 
avoicUbly have miseries hero, life is short, and they will 
soon be over. Thus do these consolations destroy each 
other ; for, if life k a place of comfort, its shortnesjj must 
be misery, and if it be long, our griefs are protracted. Thus 
philosophy is weak ; but religion comforts in a higher strain, 
Man is here, it tells us, fitting up his mind, and preparing it 
for another abode. When the good man leaves the body, 
and is ail a glorious mind, he will find he has been making 
himself a heaven of happiness here ; while the wretch that 
has been maimed and contaminated by his vices, sbrinkg 
from his body with terror, and fiudB that he has anticipated 
the vengeance of heaven. To religion, then, we must hold 
in every circumstance of life for our truest comfort ; for if 
•already we are happy, it ia a pleasure to think that we can 
nuike that happiness unending ; andif wc are miserable, it is 
very consoling to think that there i« a ptace of r«st,„.|PkUS, 
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to Hie fortnnate, religion holds oat a oootiinnBce a£ bliw : 
to tite vr«fched, a changie from pajn. 

Bat t&ough religion is veiy kind to all men, it fau pro- 
mised peculiar rewards to the onh^^pj ; the eic^, the Bftked, 
the houseless, the heavy-laden, and the priioner, have ever 
most frequent promisee in oar saored law, 'Vht Aqthor of 
our religion everywhere professed Himsdf tJie wretch's 
Friend, and, unlike the falee ones of this wM'ld, beatows all 
His caresses upon the forlorn. The tmthinldng hav* en- 
sured this as partiality, as a preferenoe without m^t to 
deserve it. But they never reflect, that it is mot in the 
power even of Heaven itself t« make the offer of unceasing 
felicity as great a gift to the happy as to the miserable. To 
the first, eternity is bnt a single bleseing, since at most il 
but increases what ^ey already possess. To the latter, it 
Es a double advantage, for it diminishes their pain hne, aoA 
rewards them with heavenly blies hereafter. 

Bat Providence is, in another reepeot, kinder to the poM 
than to the rich ; for as it thns makee tits life after deiCh 
more desirable, so it smootlu th« passage there. 11i( 
wretched have iiad a long familiarity with every face of 
terror. The man of sorrows lays himself qnietjy down, 
withont poaseBBions to regret, and but few ties to atop bii 
departure: he feels only natnre's pang in tie final s«par»'' 
tion, and this is no way greater than he has often faintei 
under before ; for after a certain degree oi P»io, flveiy ne* i 
breach that death opens in the coBStitntion, natnre kindh 
covera with insensibjiftyv ■ ■ .... 
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Thus Providence has g^ven the wretched two advantageB 
over the happy in flilH life — greater peace in dying, and in 
haavcD all that eupariorlty of pleasure which eriaea from 
contrasted «BJ03m)ent. And this Buperiority, mj friends, is 
no amall advantage, and seems to be one of the pleasHree of 
the poor man in the parable ; for though he was sliesdy in 
heaven, and felt all the raptures it conld give, yet it was 
meationad as an addition to his happiness, that he had once 
been wretohed, and now was comforted ', that he had known 
what it was to be -miBerable, and now felt what it wag to be 
happy. 

ThoB, my friends, you see religion doea what philosophy 
could never do — it shows ttie equal dealings of Heaven t^ 
de happy and the unhappy, and levels all human enjoy- 
ments to nearly the same standard. It gives to both rich 
and poor the same happiness hereafter, and equal hopes to 
aspire after ft ; but if the rich have the advantage of en- 
joying pleasure here, the poor have the endless satisfaction 
of knowing what it was once to be miserable, when crowned 
with endless happiness hereafter ; and even though t^is 
should be called a small advantage, yet being an eternal one, 
it must make np by duration what the temporal happiness of 
the great may have exceeded by intenseness. 

These are, therefore, the conBolatlcms vMch the wretched 
have peculiar to themaelvefl, and in which they are ahove 
the reet of mankind ; in other respects they are below them. 
They who would know the miseries of the poor must see 
U£e asd endure it. To declaim on the t«mpDrd ad- 
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vantages they enjoy is only repeating what none either 
believe or practise. The men who have the necesiaries of 
living aie not poor, and they who want them must be miser- 
able. Yes, my friends, we must be miserable. No vain 
efforts of a refined imagination can soothe the wants of 
nature, can give elastic sweetness to the dark vapour of a 
dungeon, or ease to the throbbings of a broken heart. Let 
the philosopher from his couch of softness tell as that we 
can resist all these. Alas 1 the effort by which we resist 
them is still the greatest pain. Death is slight, and any man 
may enstain it ; but torments are dreadful, and these no 
man can endure- 
To US then, my friends, the promises of Ii^piness in 
heaven should be peculiarly dear ; for if out reward be in 
this life alone, we are then indeed of all men the most 
miserable. When I look round these gloomy walls, made to 
terrify as well as to confine us— 4hie light, that only serves 
to show the horrors of the place — those shackles, that 
tyranny has imposed, or crime mode necessary ; when I sur- 
vey these emaciated looks, and hear those groans, oh, my 
friends, what a glorious exchange would heaven be for 
these I To fly through regions unconfined as air, to baitk in 
the sunshine of eternal bliss, to carol over endless hymns of 
praise, to have no master to threaten or insult us, but the 
form of Goodness himself for ever in our eyes ! When I 
think of these things, death becomes the messenger of very 
glad tidings ; when I think of those things, his sharpest 
mow becomes the staS of my support ; when I tiuok of 



COMFOBT FOB THE U16EBABLE, 185 

these things, what is there in life worth having ? when I 
think of these thiDgs, what is there that should not be 
Bpumed awaj ? Kings in their palaces should groan for 
such advantages ; hut we, humbled as we are, should yearn 
for them. 

And shall these things be ours? Ours they will certainly 
be i£ we but try for them ; and what is a comfort, we are 
shut out from many temptations that would retard, our pnr< 
suit. Only let na try for them, and they will certainly be 
ours ; and, what is still a comfort, shortly too ; for if we 
look back on a past life, it appears but a very short span, 
and whatever we may think of the rest of life, it will yet 
be found of lesa duntiou ; as we grow older the days seem 
to grow shorter, and our intimacy with time ever lessens the 
perception of his stay. Then let us take comfort now, for we 
shall BOon be at our journey's end ; we shall soon lay down the 
heavy burden laid by Heaven upoa ua ; and though deatii, 
the only friend of the wretched, for a little while mooks the 
weary traveller with the view, and like his horizon still Siee 
before him ; yet the time will certainly and shortly come 
when we shall cease from our toil ; when the luxnrtous great 
ones of the world shall no more tread us to the earth ; when 
we shall think with pleasure of our sufferings below ; when 
we shall be surrounded with all our friends, or such as de- 
served our friendship ; when our bliss shall be unatterable, 
and still, to crown aU, nnending. 



CHAfTEB XXX, 

B FB0BPECT8 BEOIN TO AFFEAB. UtT ^B B 



Week I had thns finiahed, and m; andieoM was retired, the 
gaolar, whc wu one of tbe moat humane of hi* profeeaioD, 
hoped I wnold not be displeaaed, bs what he did was but 
his dutf , obsermg, that he most be obliged to romove mj 
Hon into a etrongor mU, but that he should ,ba permitted to 
reTisit JOB every morning. I thanked htm for hii otomencj, 
aii4 grsB^ng my boy's liand, bade him &rewell, and be 
mindful of the great duty that was before him. 

I again therefore laid me down, and one of my little ones 
eat by my bedside reading, when Mr. JenkinBOD, «nl«nDg, 
informed me tiiat there tss aewa of my daughter ; for that 
ehe was seen by a peraon about two boors before in a etrange 
gentlemon'i company ; and that diey had stof^d at n neigh- 
bouring village for refreshment, and eecmed as if returning 
to town. He had scarcely delivered this news when the 
gaoler came with looks of haste and pleasure to inform me 
that my daughter was fonnd. Moses oame mnning in » 
momeiit after, crying out that his trifter Sc^hy was beloW; 
and coming up with onr old &iend Mr. BnroheU. 

Juit as ho.delivMed this news, my dearest girl entered, 
end with looks almost wild. with ploafuiarmiila. kiss me in 
a transport of affection. Her mother's tflars aod eUeace also 
"showed her pleasure. — "Here, P^a," cried tLe charming 
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giri, "hn* is ^ brave inut to when I owe my delivery; to 
this gentleman's im^pidit; I am indetded for niy hsppincst 
and safety'*! . ' ■■ A kiss fuaa Hi. Bnrchall, whose pleaaare 
seemed evea greatOT than hen, interrupted what she was 
going to add. 

" ^ iSx. BorcheU," oiied I, " this Is but ti wretohed hab- 
itation ymi BOW find us in ; and we we now very different 
from what you last saw us. Yon were erer oiu friend : we 
have Icmg discovered our eirora with regard to yon, and re- 
pented o£ onr ingratitade. Aftor the vile nsage you then 
received at oqr hands, I am ^moet a^iamed to behold your 
face ; yet I hope yonll f oi^ve me, aa I waa deceived by a 
base, ungenerous wretidi, who nnder Ihe mask of friendship 
has undone me," 

"It is impossible," cried Mr. Bnrchell, " that I should for- 
give yon, as yon never deeerved my reaentmant I partly 
saw your delueioo then, and aa it was out of ray power to re- 
strain, I eonld only pity tt." 

*' It wsB ever, my conjeotore," cried I, " that your mind 
vaa noble, but now I find it so. Bot tell me, my dear child, 
how thou hast been relieved, or who the ruffians were who 
carried thee sway." ■ 

' " Indeed, Sir," replied she, " as to the vlllatn who carried 
me off, I am yet ignorant. For, as my mamma and I were 
walking out, he came behind us, and almost before I could 
call for help, forced me into tlii; post-cbaise, and in an instant 
the horses drove away. I met severid on the road to whom 
I oied ont fot assistance, bat they disregarded my entreaties. 
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In the meantime tbe ruffian hunself iised every art to )under 
me from ciying out ; he flattered and threalened by toras, 
and swore that if I continued bnt ailent he intended no baitn. 
In the meantime I had broken ibe canvas that he had drawn 
up, and whom should I perceive at Borne distance but your 
old friend Mr, Burchell, walking along with his usual qaiek- 
ness, with the great atiok, for which we used so much to ridi- 
cule him. Ae soon aa we came within hearing, I called out to 
him by name, and entreated hia help. I repeated my exclwna- 
tions several times, upon which with a very loud voice he bid 
the postilion stop ; bnt the boy took no notice, but drove on 
with still greater speed. I now thought he could never 
overtake us, when, in leas than a minnte, I saw Ur. Burchell 
come running up by the aide of the horses, and with <«s 
blow knock the postilion to the ground. The horses when 
he was fallen soon stopped of themselves, and the ruflian 
stepping out, with oaths and menaces drew bis sword, and 
ordered him at his peril to retire ; but'Mr. Burchell running 
up, shivered his sword to pieces, and then pursued him for 
near a quarter of a mile ; but he made his esc^>e. I was at 
this time come out myself, willing to assist my deliverer ; 
but he soon returned to me in trilunph. The postilion, who 
was recovered, was going to make his escape too ; but Mr. 
Burchell ordered him at his peril to mount again and drive 
back to town. Finding it impossible to resist, he reluctantly 
complied, though the wound he had received seemed to me 
at least to be dangerous. He continued to complain of the 
pain tta we drove along, so that he at last excited Mr. 
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Burehell's compaasion, who at my leqnest exchanged him 
for another, at as inn where we called on om return," 

" Welcome, then," cried I, " my child I and thou her gal- 
lant deliverer, a thousand welcomes ! Though our cheer is 
but wretched, yet our hearts are ready to receive you. And 
now, Mr. Burchell, as you have delivered my girl, if you 
think her a recompence, she ia youre ; if yon Can stoop to 
an alliance with a family so poor as mine, take her, obtain 
her consent, as 1 know you have her heart, and you liave 
mine. And let me tell you, Sir, that I give you no small 
treasure-; she has been celebrated for beauty, it ia true, but 
that is not my meaning, I give you np a treasure in her 

"But I aitppose, Sir," cried Mr. Burchell, " that you are 
apprized of my circumstances, and of my incapacity to sup- 
port her OS she deserves ?" 

. " If your present objection," replied I, " be meant as an 
evasion of my offer, I desist ; but I know no man so worthy 
to deserve her as yon ; and if I could give her thousands, 
and thousands sought her from me, yet my honest, brave 
Burchell should be my dearest choice." 

To all this his silence alone seemed to give a mortifying 
refusal, and withont the least reply to my offer, he de- 
manded if he could not be furnished with refreshments 
from the next ion ; to which, being answered in the 
afBnnative, he ordered them to send in the best dinner 
that could be provided upon such short notice. He bespoke 
also a dozen of their best; wine, and some cordials for mo ; 
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adding, with a imile, that he would FrtMtch a little &r onM, 

and, thou^ in a prison, agserMd he was never batter dig- 
pesed to be meirj. The waiter Boon made his appearance, 
who Beemed remarkably asgidaona ; the wine waa diapoeed 
with piepanttona for dinner ; a table was lent as bj the gaoler, 
in order, and two rer^ well-dresBed diihea were broagbt in. 
My dangbter had not yet heard of her poor brotlier'e 
melancboly eitaation, and we all Beemed unwilling to daap 
her oheerfutneBS by the relation. But it was in Tain that I 
attempted to appear cheerful, the cIrtKimetancea of my sH' 
fortunate son iavke through all effortB to diwemble ; so that 
I was at last obliged to damp onr mirth by relating his mis- 
f ortnneB, and wishing that he might be permitted to Aaa 
with US in this little interval of Batisfaction, iitet my 
gneeta were recovered from the consterDaCion my account 
had produced, I requested abo that Mr. Jenkinson, a fellow- 
prieoner, might be admitted, and the gaoler granted my re- 
quest with an air of nnuaual aubmieaion. The elankiag of 
my son's irons was no aoonor heard along the passage, than 
his sister ran impatiently to meet him ; while Hr. Burchell, 
in the meantime, asked mo if my boo'b name woa Qeorge [ 
to which replying in the affirmative, he still continued silent. 
As soon OS my boy entered the room, I coeld percale he 
regarded Mr. Bnrcbell with a look of aatontshmont tmd 
Teverence.— " Come on," cried I, "my sdn; tboagh we «re 
fallen very low, yet Providenae baa b6en pleased to grant 
hb some small relaxation from pain. Thy eieter is restored 
to us, and there ia her deliverer: to that bnv« sutn- it ia 
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that I am Indebted for yet fa&Tfng a dan^teif ; ^ve htm, 
my '>'>?. 'li* h'uid of friendship, he deaeireB our warmeat 
gratitude." 

My Bon seemed all this while regardleefl of what I eaid, 
and still continued fixed at reepeotful diatanco. — "My dear 
brother," cried his eiater, "why don't you thank my good 
delivWOT ? the brave ahould ever love each other." 

He Btll! continued his silence and astonishment, till our 
gueet at last perceived himself to be known, and, astruming 
all his native dignity, desired my son to come forward. 
Never before had I seen anything so truly majestic aa the 
air he assumed upon this occasion. The greatest object in 
the universe, says a certain philosopher, is a good man 
straggling with adversity ; yet there is still a greater, vrhvA 
is the good man that comes to relieve it. After he had re- 
garded my son for some time with a aaperior air, " I again 
find," said he, " unthinking boy, that the same crime "-— 
But here be was interrupted by one of the gaoler's servants, 
who came to inform us that a person of distinction, who 
had driven into town with a chariot and several attendants, 
BBnt his respects to the gentleman tliat was with us, and 
begged to know when he should think proper to be waited 
lipon. — " Bid the fellow wait," cried our guest, " til! I shall 
have leiaure to receive him ;" and then turning to my son, 
" I again find, Sir," proceeded he, " that yon are gnilfy of 
the same offence, for which you once had my reproof, and 
for whirfi the law is now preparing ite justest punishments. 
Yoa imagine, perhapa, that a contempt for your own Hfe 



192 YieAR OP WAKBFIBLD. 

gives yon a right to take that of another ; but where, Sir, in 
the difference between a dnelliet who hazards a life of no 
value, and the murderer who acts with greater Becuri^ ? Is 
it any diminution of the gamester's fraud, when he alleges 
that he has staked a counter ? " 

"Alas, Sir," cried I, "whoever you are, pity the poor mis- 
guided creature ; for what he has done was in obedience to a 
deluded mother, who, in the bitterness of her reseittnieDt, 
required him upon her blessings, to avenge her qnatTcl. 
Here, Sir, is the letter, which will serve to convince yon of 
her imprudecce, and diminish his guilt." 

He took the letter and hastily read it over. — " This," said 
he, " though not a perfect excuse, is such a palliation of his 
fiiult as induces me to forgive him. And nflw. Sir," con- 
tinued be, kindly taking my son by the hand, " I see you are 
Burprised at finding me here ; but I have often visited prisons 
upon occasions less interesting. I now come to see justice 
done a worthy man, for whom I have the most sincere es- 
teem. I have long been a disguised spectator of thy father's 
benevolence. I have at his little dwelling enjoyed respect 
uncontaminated by flattery ; and have received that happi- 
ness that courts could not give, from the amusing simplicitj 
round his fireside. My nephew has been apprized of my 
intentions of coming here, and I find is arrived. It woulJ 
be wronging him and you to condemn him without exam- 
ination ; if there be injury, there shall bo redress ; and -this 
I may say without boasting, that none have over taxed the 
injustice of Sir William ThomLill." 

. Cookie I 
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We now £otmd the personage whom we had so long 
entertained as a harmless amosiug companion, was no other 
than the celebrated Sir William Thomliill, to whose virtues 
and Bingularities ecarcelj any were strangers. The poor 
Mr. Burchell was in reality a man of large fortune and great 
interest, to whom senates listened with applause, and whom 
party heard with conviction ; who was the friend of his 
country, but loyal to his king. My poor wife recollectmg 
her former familiarity, seemed to shrink with apprehension ; 
but Sopliia, who a few moments before thought him her own, 
now perceiving the immense distance to which he was re- 
moved by fortune, was unable to conceal her tears. 

" Ah, Sir," cried my wife with a piteous aspect, " how is 
it possible that I can ever have your forgiveness ? The 
slights you received from me the last time I had the honor of 
seeing you at our hoose, and the jokes which I audaciously 
threw out — these, Sir, I fear, can never be forgiven." 

" My dear good lady," returned he with a smile, " if yon 
had your joke, I had my answer : I'U leave it to all the 
company if mine were not aa good as yours. To say tho 
truth, I know nobody whom I am disposed to be angry with 
at present, but the fellow who so frightened my ^1 here* 
I bad jiot even time to examine the rascal's person so as to 
describe him in an advertisement. Can you tell me, Sophia, 
my dear, whether you should know him again 7" 

" Indeed, Sir," replied she, " I can't be positive ; yet, now 
I recollect he liad a large mark over one of hia eye-brows," — 
" I ask pardon, Hadam," intermpted Jenkinson, who was 
14 
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by, " but ba so good as to inform toe if the fellow wore his 
own rod hair ?" — " Yes, I think so," cried Sophia. — " And 
did your Honor," continued he, turning to Sir William, "ob- 
serve the length of hiH legs?" — "I can't be Btire of their 
length," cried the Baronet," bnt I am convinced of their 
Bwiftness ; for he outran me, which ia what I thought few 
men in the kingdom oould have done." — "Please your 
Honor," cried Jenkinson, " I know the man : it is certtunly the 
Bame ; the best runner in England ; he has beaten Ptnwire of 
Newcastle ; Timothy Baxter is his name. I know him per- 
fectly, and the very place of his retreat at this moment. It 
your Honor will bid Mr. Gaoler let two of his men go witli 
me, I'll engage toproducehim to yon in an hour at farthest." 
Upon this the gaoler was called, who instantly appearing, 
Sir William demanded if ho knew him. " Yes, please yonr 
Honor," replied the gaoler, "I know Sir William 'Diomhill 
well, and evetybody that knows anything of him will de- 
sire to know more of him." — " Wall, then," eud the Baronet, 
"My request is that yoo will permit this man and two of 
your servants to go upon a message by my ai^ority ; and 
as I am in the commission of the peace, I imdertake to se- 
cnre you." — " Yonr promise is sufficient," replied the other, 
■' and yon may at a maroent'a warning send them over 
England whenever your Honor thinks fit." 

In pursuance of the gaoler's compliance, Jenkinaon wu 
despatched in search of Timothy Baxter, while wo were 
amoaed with the assidnity of our youngest boy. Bill, who had 
just come in and climbed ap Sir William's neok in order to 
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':igs turn. His mother yraa immediately going to cliaatiM 
liim for his familiarity, but the worthy man prevented her ; 
and taking the child, all ragged as ho was, upon his knee, 
"What, Bill, you chubhy little rogue," cried he, "do yon 
remember yonr old friend Borchell ? and Dick, too, my 
honest Teteran, are you here ? yon shall find I have not for- 
gotten you." So saying, he gave a large piece ot ginger- 
bread, which the poor fellows at« very heartily, as they had 
bad that morning but a very scoDty breakfast. 

We now sat down to dinner, which was almost oold ; but 
previously, my arm still co&tisaing painful, Sir William 
wrote a prescription, for he had made the study of physic his 
amusement, and was more than moderately skilled in the 
profession: this being sent to an apothecary who lived in 
the place, my arm was dressed, and I found almost instan- 
taneous relief. We were waited npon at dinner by the 
gaoler himself, who was willing to do our guest all the honor 
in his power. Bat before we had well dined, another 
message was brought from his nephew, desiring permission 
to appear in order to vindicate his innocence and honor ; 
with which request the Baronet complied, and desired Mr. 
Uliomhill to be introduced. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 



Mb. Thornhill made his appear&nce with a emile, which 
he seldom wanted, and was going to embrace his tincte, 
which the other repulsed with an air of disdain. "No 
fawning, Si, at preseDt," cried the Baronet, with a look at 
severi^ ; the only way to my heart is bj the road of honor ; 
but here I only see complicated instances of falsehood, 
cowardice, and oppression. How is it, Sir, that this poor 
man, for whom I know you professed a friendship, is used 
thos hardly ? Vilely robbed of his daughter as a recompense 
for his hospitality, and he himself thrown into prison, per- 
h^)S bnt for resenting the insult? His son, too, whom you 
feared to face as a man " 

"Ib it possible. Sir, interrupted his nephew, "that my 
uncle coatd object that as a crime, which his repeated 
instructions alone hare persuaded me to avoid ?" 

"Your rebuke," cried Sir William, "is just; you have 
acted in this instance prudently and well, though not quite 
aa your father would have done : my brother, indeed, was 

the soul of honor ; but thou Yes, yon have acted in this 

instance perfectly right, and it has my warmest approba- 

" And I hope," sud the nephew, " that the rest of mj 
conduct will not be found to deserve censnre. I appeared. 
Sir, with this gentleman's daughter at some places of public 
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amnaement r thns, what was levity, eoandal called by a 
harshiBT name. I waited on her father in pereon, willing to 
clear the thing to his satisfaction, and he received me only 
with iaault and abusa As for the rest, with regard to his 
being here, my attorney and steward can liest inform you, as 
I commit the management of my business entirely to them. 
If he has contracted debtn, and is unwilling, or even unable 
to pay them, it is their business to proceed in this manner ; 
and I see no hardship or injustice in pursuing the most legal 
means of redress." 

" If this," cried Sir William, "be as you hare stated it, 
there ia nothing impardonable in your oSence ; and though 
your conduct might have been more generous in not suffer- 
iag this gentleman to be oppressed by subordinate tyranny, 
yet it has been at least equitable." 

" He cannot contradict a single particnlar," replied tlie 
'Squire ; "I defy him to do so ; and several of my servants 
are ready to attest to what I say. Thus, Sir," contimied 
he, finding that I was silent, for in fact I could not con- 
tradict him ; " thus, Sir, my own innocence ia vindicated. 
£ut though, at your entreaty, I am ready to forgive this 
gentleman every other offence, yet his attempts to lessen me 
in your eateem excite a resentment that I cannot govern ; 
axid this, too, at a time when his son was actually preparing 
to take away my life ; — this, I say, was such guilt, that I am 
determined to let the law take its course. I have here the 
challenge that was sent me, and two witnesses to prove it : 
ohq of my servants has been wounded dangerously ; and 
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even duragh myoDcle himBelf should diaraade me, wbich I 
know he will not, yet I will see public justice done, and he 
ehsll Buffer for it." 

"ThoD monster 1" ciied my wifa, "hast thoo not hod ven- 
geance enough already, but must my poor boy feel thy 
cruelty? I hope that good Sir William will protect ne ; for 
my son is aa innocent as a child : I am sure he Is, and never 
did harm to man." 

"Madam," replied the good man, "your wishes for his 
safety are not greater than mine ; but I am sorry to find hi^ 
guilt too plain ; and if my nephew persista"— ^But the 
appearance of Jenkinson and the gaoler's two servants now 
called off our attention, who entered, hauling in a tall man, 
very genteelly dressed, and answering the description abeadv 
given of the ruf&an who carried off my daughter. — " Here," 
cried Jenkinson, pulling him in, " here we have him ; and 
if ever there was a candidate for l^bum, this is one." 

The moment Mr. Thomiull perceived the prisoner, aod 
Jenkinson who had him in custody, he seined to shrink 
baok with 'terror. His face became pale with oonsciovs 
guilt, and he would have withdrawn ; but Jenkinson, who 
perceived his design, stopped him.—" What, 'Squire," cried he. 
" are you ashamed of your two old acquaintances, Jenkinson 
and Baster ? but this is the way that all great men for^ 
their friends, though I am resolved wo will not forget yon. 
Our prisoner, please your Honor," continued he, tarning to 
Sir William, "has already confessed all, ITiis is the gentle- 
man reported to be so dangerously wounded. Hedeclorea thit 
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it WM Mr. Thomhill who first put him upon this affair ; tliat 
he gave him the clothes he nov vears, to appear like a gen- 
tleman ; Aod furnished him with the post-chsiBe. The plan 
was laid 'between them, that he ehonld c&ny oS the young 
lady bi a place of safety, and tliat there he should threaten 
and terrify her ; but Mr. Thomhill was to come in, in the 
meantime, oa if by aocident, to her reecne ; and that they 
should fight a while, and then he waa to ran off, — by which 
Mr. Thomhill would hare the better opportanity of gaining; 
liar affeddona blmsdf, under the character of her defender." 

Sir William remembered the coat to hare been worn by 
bis nephew, and all the rest the prisoner himself confirmed 
by a more circumstantial acconnt ; concluding, that Mr. 
^omhill had often declared to him that he was in love 
witii both BJsten at the same time. 

" Heavens I" cried Sir William, " what a riper ha/re I been 
fostering in my bosom f And so fond of public justice, too, 
BS he seemed to be I But he shall have it I secure him, Mr. 
Gaoler : — ^yet, hold ; I fear there b not legal evidence to dc- 
tiun him." 

Upon this Mr. lliombill, with the utmost humility, en- 
treated that two such abandoned wretches might not be 
admitted as evidences against him, but that his servanls 
should be «iamiiied. "Your eervanlal" replied Sir William; 
" wretch I call them yours no longer : but come, let us hear 
what those fellows have to say ; let his butler be called." 

When ttie butler waa introduced, he soon perceived by 
his former master's loolcs, that all his power was now over. 

" Coogfc 
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" Tell me," cried Sir William, Bternly, " have yoa ever seen 
your maater, and that fellow dresBed up in his clothes, in 
company together?" — "Yea, please your Honor," cried the 
bntler, " a thousand times." — " How," interrupted young 
Mr. Thomhill, " this to my face I" — " Yes," replied the bnt- 
ler, " or to any man's face. To tell yoa a truth, Mr. Thorn- 
hill, I never either loved or liked yon, and I don't care if I 
tell yoa now a piece of my mind." — " Now then," cried Jen- 
Junson, "tell hia Honor whether yon know anything of me." 
— " I can't flay," replied the bntler, " that I knowmnch good 
of yon. The night that gentleman's daughter was delnded 
to our house, yoa were one of them." — "So then," cried 
Sir William, " I find you have brooght a very fine witness to 
prove your innocence. Thou stain to hnmauity I t 
with such wretches ! But," continuing his e 
"yon tell me, Mr. Bntler, that this was the person who 
brought him this old gentleman's daught^." — "No, please 
your Honor," replied the hntler, " he did not bring her, for 
the 'Squire himself undertook that business ; but he brought 
the priest that pretended to marry them." — " It is but too 
true," cried Jenkinaon, " I cannot deny it ; that was the 
employment assigned to me, and I confess it to my confa- 

" Good heavens ! " exclaimed the Baronet, " how every 
new discovery of his villainy alarms me. All his guilt is 
now too plain, and I find his prosecution was dictated by 
tyranny, cowardice, and revenge. At my request, Mr. Gaoler, 
set this young officer, now your prisoner, free, and trust to 

n .GOO^I.- 
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ma for the ooiiBeqiieiic«8. Ill make it my buaiaess to set the 
afEair in a proper light to m; friend the magistrate, who has 
committed him. — But where is the unfortunate young lady 
hereelf ? Let her appear to confront this wretch : I long 
to know by what arts he has seduced her. Entreat her to 
come in. Where is she ?" 
» Ab, Sir," said I, " that question stings me to the heart : T 

was once indeed happy in a daughter, bnt her miseries " 

Another interruption here prevented me ; for who should 
make her qtpearance but Miss Arabella Wilmot, who was 
next day to have been married to Mr. ThonihiU. Nothing 
could equal her surprise at seeing Sir William and his 
nephew here before her ; for her arriral was quite accidental. 
It happened that she and the old gentleman her father were 
passing through the town on their way to her aimt's, who 
bad insisted that her nuptials with Mr. Thomhill should be 
consummated at her honse ; bnt stopping for refreshment, 
they put up at an inn at the other end of the town. It was 
there, from the window, that the yonng lady happened to 
observe one of my little boys playing in the street, and in- 
Btantly sending a footman to bring the child to her, she 
jeamt from him some account of our misfortunes ; but was 
still kept ignorant of yonng Mr. Thomhill's being the cause. 
Thoagh her father made several remonstrances on the im- 
propriety of going to a prison to visit ns, yet they were 
ineffectual ; she desired the child to conduct her, which he 
did, and it was thos she surprised us at a juncture so unex- 
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Nor can I go on without a TeflecUon on Uiose accidenbi] 
meetings, which, though they happen every day, seldom 
excite our eurprise hut iqwD Bome extraordinary occasion. 
To what a fortuitous concurrence do we not owe every 
pleasnre ftudcoDTenienceof our lives 1 Howmany seeming 
accidents must unite hefore we can be clothed or fed I The 
peasant must be disposed to labor, the shower mnat itU, the 
wind fill the merchant's suis, or nnmbers most want their 
usual supply. 

We jl continued silent for some moments, whila my 
charming pupil, which was the name I generally gave this 
young lady, united in her looks compassion and astonish- 
ment, which gave new finishing to her beauty.—" Indeed, 
my dear Mr. Thomhill," cried she to the 'Squire, who ahe 
supposed was come here to snccor, and not to oppress us. 
" I take it a little unkindly that yoa should come here with- 
out me, or never infonn me of the situation of a family so 
dear to ub both : yon know I should take as much pleaaoro 
in contributing to the relief of my reverend old master here, 
whom I shall ever esteem, as you can. But I find that, like 
your uncle, you take a pioasuro in doing good in secret." 

" He £nd a pleasure in doing good ! " cried Sir William. 
int«Truptingher. "No, my dear, his pleasures are as base as 
he is. You see in him, Hedam, as complete avillain as ever 
disgraced humanity. A wretch, who, after having delnded 
this poor man's daughter, after plotting gainst the innocence 
of her sister, has thrown the father into prison, and the 
eldest son into fetters, because he had the oonnge to face 
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her beb«yer. And f^ve me leave, Madam, now to con- 
gratulate yon apoa an escape from the embracee of aach a 
minuter." 

"0 goodnessl" cried the I0T0I7 girl, "how have I been 
deceived 1 Mr. Thornhill informed me for certwn that thia 
gentlMnao's eldest son, Captain Primrose, was gone oS to 
America with his bride." 

"My sweetest Miss," «ied my wife, "he haa told yon 
nothing bnt falaehoode. My son Oeorge never left the 
kingdom, noi ever was moiried. Thongfa yon have forsaken 
him, he has always loved yon too well to think of anybody 
else ; and I have heard him say, he would die a bachelor for 
yonr sake." Sttt then proceeded to eipatiate upon the 
sincerity of her son's passion. She set his duel with Mr. 
Thomhill in a proper light; from liienoe she made a rapid 
digression to the 'Sqoire'e habits, his pretended marriages, 
and ended with a moat insulting picture of his cowardice. 

" Good Heaven I " cried Miss Wiimot, " how very near 
have I been to the brink of ruin ! Ten thousand falsehoods 
has this gentleman told me. He had at last art enough to 
persuade me that my promise to the only man I esteemed 
was no longer binding, since he had been unfaithfal. By 
bis falsehoods I waa taught to detest one equally brave and 
generous." 

Bnt by this time my bod was freed from the encambraaces 
of justice, as the person supposed to be wounded was detected 
to be an impostor. Mr. Jenkinson also, who had acted as 
faisvalet-de-^lnmbre, had dreseed ap bis hair, and fnmished 

" Coogfc 
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him with whatever was neceasory to make a genteel appear- 
ance. He DOW therefore entered, bondaomelf dreafied in hia 
regimentala ; and without vanity (for I am above it), he ^t- 
peared as handsome a fellow as ever wore a military dress. 
As he entered, be made Mies Wilmot a modest and distant 
bow, for he was not as yet acquainted with the change which 
the eloquence of his mother had wrought in hia favor. But 
no decorums could reatrsun the impatience of his blushing 
miatress tobe forgiven. HeTteara,her looka, all contributed 
to discover the real aenaations of her heart, £oi having for- 
gotten her formw promise, and having safFered heraelf to bo 
deluded by an impostor. My aon appeared amazed at her 
Gondescenaion, and could scarcely believe it real. — " 8m«, 
Madam," cried he, " this ia bat delusion I I can never have 
merited thia I To be bleased thus, ia to be too happy." — 
" No, Sir," replied she ; " I have been deceived, basely de- 
ceived, elae nothing could have ever made me unjust to my 
promise. Yon know my friendship, you have long known 
it ; but forget what I have done, and as you once had my 
warmest vows of constancy, yon shall now have them re- 
peated ; and be assured, that if your Arabella cannot be 
yours, ahe shall never be another's." — "And no other's you 
shall be," cried Sir William, " if I have any influence with 
your father." 

Thia hint was aufficient for my son Moaee, who imme- 
diately flew t« the inn where the old gentleman was, to 
inform him of every circumstance that had hiqtpened. But 
in the meantime, flie 'Squire, perceiving that he was on every 
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»de nnione, now finding that no hopes were left from 
flattery or disaimulation, concluded that his wisest w&j 
wonld be to turn and. face hia pursuers. Thus, laying aside 
all shame, lie appeared the open, hardy villain. "I find 
then," cried he, " that I am to expect no justice here ; hut I 
am resolved it shall he done me. You shall know, 8ir," 
turning to 9ir William, " I am no longer a poor dependant 
npon youi favors ; I scorn them. Nothing can keep Miss 
Wilmot's fortune from me, which, I thank her father's 
assiduity, is pretty large. The articles and a hond for her 
fortune are signed, and safe in my possession. It was hei 
fortune, not her person, that induced me to wish for this 
match; and possessed of the one, let who will take the 

This was an alarming blow. Sir William was sensible of 
the justice of his claims, for he had been instrumental in 
drawing up the marriage articles himself. Miss Wilmot, 
therefore, perceiving that her fortune was irretrievably lost, 
turning to my son, she asked if the loss of fortune could 
lessen her value to him ? " Though fortune," swd she " is 
out of my power, at least I have my hand to give." 

"And that. Madam," cried her real lover, "was indeed all 
that you ever had to give ; at least, all that I ever thought 
worth the acceptance. And I now protest, my Arabella, 
by all that's happy, your want of fortune this moment in- 
creases my pleasure, as it servea to convince my aweet girl 
of my sincerity." 

Mr, Wilmot now entering, he seemed not a little pleased 
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at the danger hia daughter htd jnst eicsped, and really 
coiueated to a disaolution of the match. Bat finding that 
her fortune, which was Becnred to Mr. Thomhill by bond, 
would not be given op, nothing could exceed hie disappoint- 
ment He now saw that his money must all go to enrich 
one who had no fmtnne of hie own. H6 could bear his 
being a raeoal, but to want an eqniv^ent to im daughter's 
fortnne was wormwood. He eat thereftn^ for soma minntee 
employed in the most mortifying Bpecnlations, till Sir 
William att«mpted to leesen his anxiety. " I most confess. 
Sir," cried he, " that your present disappointment does not 
entirely displease me. Your immoderate passion for wealth 
is now justly punished. But though the young lady cannot 
be rich, she has still a competence sufficient to give content. 
Here you see an honest young soldier, who is willing to take 
her without fortune ; they have long loved each other ; and 
for the friendship I bear his father, my interest shall not be 
wanting in his promotion. Leave then that ambition which 
disappoints yon, and for once admit that happiness which 
courts your acceptance." 

" Sir William," replied the old gentleman, " be assured I 
never yet forced her inclinations, nor will I now. If she 
still continues to love this young gentleman, let her have 
liim with all my heart There is still, thank Heaven, some 
fortune left, and yonr promise will make it something more 
Only let my old friend here (meaning me) give me a pro- 
mise of settling six thousand pounds upon m; girl, if ever 
he sfaoold come to his fortnne, and I am ready this night to 
be tlie first to join them together." 



THE SQriBX DBFRATBU. Z07 

As it now remnned with ma to make the yoimg oonple 
happy, I readily gave a promiae of making the Bettlement 
he reqaired, which to one who had such little expectations 
as I, waa no great f aTor. — We had now therefore the satis- 
faction of seeing them fly into each other's arms in trans- 
port. — ''After all my minforhines," cried my son George, 
" to be thus rewarded I Sme this is more than I could ever 
have presumed to hope for. To be pOBseased of all that's 
good, and after such an interval of pain I My warmest 
wishes could never rise so high i" 

" Yes, my George," returned bis lovely bride, " now let 
the wretch take my fortune ; since you are happy without 
it, so am I. Oh, what an exchange have I made from the 
basest of nien to the dearest, best I Let him enjoy our for- 
tune, I now can be happy even in indigence." — " And I 
promise yon," cried the 'Squire, with a malicious grin, " that 
I shall be very happy with what you despise." — "Hold, hold, 
8ir," cried Jenkihson, " there are two words to that bargain. 
As for that lady's fortune, Sir, you shall never touch a singls 
stiver of it. Pray, your Honor," continued he to Sir Willitun, 
"can the 'Squire have this lady's fortune if he be married to 
another ?"■ — " How can yon make snch a simple demand ?" 
replied the Baronet ; " undoubtedly he cannot" — " T am 
sorry for that," cried Jenkinson ; " for as this gentleman 
and I have been old fellow- sporters, 1 have a friendship for 
liim. But I most declare, well as I love him, that this con- 
tract is not worth a tobacco -stopper, for he is married al- 
ready." " Ton lie, like a rascal," returned the 'Squire, who 
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aeemed rooaed by thia inault ; " I never was legally married 

" Indeed, begging yoor Honor's pardon," replied the other, 
"yon were; and I hope 70a will show a proper retnm of 
friendship to your own honest Jenkinson, who bringa you a 
wife ; and if the company restr^n their curiosity a few 
minntes, they shall see her." So saying, he went ofE with 
his nsnal celerity, and left na all unable to form any probable 
conjeetore as to his design. "Ay, let him go," cried the 
"Squire ; " whatever else I may have done, I defy him there. 
I am too old now to be frightened with squibs." 

" I am surpriaed," said the Baronet, " what the fellow can 
intend by this. Some low piece of hmnot', I suppose." — 
"Perhaps, Sir," replied I, "he may have a more aeriona 
meaning. For wheu we rsfieot on the variolis schemes this 
gentleman has laid to seduce innocence, perhaps aome one, 
more artful than the rest, has been found able to deceive 
him. When we consider what numbers he has ruined, how 
many parents now feel, with anguish, the infamy and the 
contamination which he has brought into their families, it 

wonld not surprise me if some one of them Amazement! 

Do I see my lost daughter ? do I hold her ? It is, it is my 
life, my happiness I I thought thee lost, my Olivia, yet still 
I hold thee— and adU thou shalt live to bless me I " The 
warmest transports of the fondest lover were not greater 
than mine, when I saw him introduce my child, and held 
tny daughter in my arms, whose ailence only spoke het 
raptures. 
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"And art tbon returned to me, my darling," cried I, " to 
be mj comfort in age ?" — " That she ia," cried Jenkinaon ; 
" and make maoli of her, for she ia jour own honorablo 
child, and as honest a woman as any in the whole room, let 
the other be who she wilL And as for you, 'Sqnire, as sure 
as yon stuid there, this yoong lady ia your lawful wedded 
wife. And to oonrinoe you that I apeak nothing hut tenth, 
here ia the license by which you were married together."— 
So saying, he put the license into the Baronet's hands, who 
read it, and found it perfect in every respect. " And now, 
gentlemen," continued he, "I find yon are anrprised at all 
this; bnt a few worda will explain the difficulty. That 
thero 'Squire of renown, for whom I have a great friendship 
(but tiiat's Iietween ourselves), has often employed me in 
doing odd little things for him. Among the rest, he com- 
missioned me to procnre him a false license and a false 
priest, in order to deceive this young lady. But as I was 
vety much his friend, what did I do, but went and got a true 
license and a true priest, and married them both aa fast as 
the cloth could make them. Perhaps yonll think it was 
generosity that made me do ^ this ; but no — to my ahame 
I confess it, my only design waa to keep the license, and 
let the 'Squire know that I conld prove it npon him 
whenever I thought proper, and to make him come down 
whenever I wanted money." A buret of pleasure now 
seemed to fill the whole apartment ; oar joy reached even 
to the common room, where the prisoners tiieraselvea 
sympathised— 
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H^^inen was «spuided upon evary f^oe, and even 
Olivia'a cheek* Beemed fluahad with pleaaare. To be thus 
Kstorad to repuUtion, to £rieii4H, and f<HtiiBe kt once, was a 
raptnre snfBcieot to stop the progrega of dacoy, and i«stot« 
fonaer health and vivadty. Bat perh^ii ainQos all, tbero 
was not one vho felt unoerw plaasare than L Still htdding 
the dear loved child in my anas, I aeked my heart if thew 
traneporia weis not doliHion. " How could 700," cried I, 
turning to Hi. Jenkinaon, " how oould you add to my mioe- 
riea by the story of her death ? But it loatteie »ot : niy 
pleasore at finding hei again ia more than a reoompenaa for 
the paJB." 

" ^ to your qoeatjon," replied Jenkinsoa, " diat ig ea»ly 
AnBvered. I thoui^t the wly ^obabl? means of freeing 
yon from prison, iraa by Bubmitting to the 'Squire, and 
consenting to hia i&aiTisge with &o o&er young lady. 
But these you had vowed never to grant while your 
daughtm was living ; theie was therefore no other method 
to bring thinga to bear, bid by petsnading you that she 
was dead. I prevailed on your wife to join in the deceit, 
and we have not had a fit opportunity of undeceiving yon 
till now." 

In the whole assembly there now speared only two facca 

that did not glow with transport. Mr. Thorohill's assurance 

had entiraly forsake^ him ; he now saw the gulf of infamy 

and want before him, and trembled to take the plunge. Ha 

■■■ ■ Cuo,k 
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tli«refcH« fell OD bis knees, hetore his uncle, andia a voico 
of piercing misery implived compassion. Sir William waa 
going to ipurn him away, but at mj request he raised him, 
and after pausing a few momenta, " 'Thj vices, crimes, and 
ingratitnde," cried ha, " deserve no tendemeaa ; jet tbon 
ghalt not be entirely forsaken — a bsie competence aball be 
supplied to support the wants of life, but not ita follies. 
This yonng lady, thy wife, shall be put in pe&session of a 
third part of that fortune which once was thine, and from 
her tenderness alone thou art to expect any extraordinary 
suppliea for tiie future." He was going to express hia 
gratitude for anoh kindness in a set i;)eech ; bat the Baronet 
prevented him, by bidding him not aggravate hia meanness, 
which was already but too apparent. He ordered him at the 
same time to be gone, and from all bis former domestics to 
choose one, such as be should think proper, which was all 
diat should be granted to attend him. 

As soon as he left us, Sir William very politely stepped up to 
bis new niece with a smile, and wished her joy. Hia example 
was followed by Hisa Wilmot and her father. My wife too 
kiased her dan^ter with much afEectiou ; aa, to use her own 
expreeaion, she was now made an honest woman of. Sopliia 
and Moses followed in torn, and even our benefactor Jen- 
kinson desired to be admitted to that honor. Our satis- 
faction seemed scarcely capable of increase. Sir William, 
whose greatest pleasure was in doing good, now looked 
round with a conntenanco open as the sun, and aaw nothing 
but joy in the looks of all, except that of my daughter 
ChwIc 
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Sophja, who, for some reasons we coald not oomprebeud, 
did not seem perfectly satisfied, "I think now," cried he, 
with a Bmile, " that all the company except one or two seem 
perfeetly happy. There only remains an act of juatico for 
me to do. You are sensible, Sir," continned he, turning to 
me, " of the obligations we both owe Mr. Jenkinson, and il 
is but juat that we should both reward him for it. Mies 
Sophia will, I am sure, make him vary happy, and he shall 
have from me five hundred pounds as her fortune ; and upon 
this I am sure they can live very comfcrtably together. 
Come, Hiss Sophia, what say yon to this match of my mak- 
ing 7 Will you have him ?" — Hy poor girl seemed almoet 
sinking into her mother's arms at ^e hideous proposaL — 
"Have him. Sir!" cried she funtly: "no. Sir, never." — 
"Whatl" cried he again, "not have Mr. Jenkinson, you 
benefactor, a handsome young fellow, with five hundred 
pounds, and good expectations ?" — " I beg Sir," Tetnrned 
she, scarcely able to apeak, " that yonll desist, and not make 
me BO very wretched." — " Was ever such obstinacy known ?" 
cried be again, " to lefose a man whom the family has such 
infinite obligations to, who has preaervod your si8t«r, and 
who haa five hraidred pounds I What, not have liimt"— 
" No, Sir, never," replied she, angrily ; " I'd sooner die first" 
— " If that be the case then," cried he, " if you will not have 
him, I think I must have yon myself ;" and so saying, be 
caught her to his breast with ardor. "My loveliest, mj 
moat sensible of girls," cried he, " how could you ever think 
yoDT own Boichell could deceive you, or that Sir William 
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Thornliill could ever cease to admire ■> miatresa that laved 
him for himself alone ? I have for some jeais sought iar a 
woman, yrito, a Htronger to my fortune, could think that I 
had merit as a man. After having tried in vain, even 
amongst the pert and the iiglj, how great at last must be mj 
rapture to have made a conquest over such sense and such 
heavenly beauty I" Then tumiag to Jenkinaon : " Aa I 
cannot, Sir, part with this young lady myself, for she has 
taken a fancy to the cut of my face, aU the recompense I 
can make is to give you her fortune ; and you may call upon 
my steward to-morrow for five hundred pounds," Thus we 
had an oar complimenta to repeat, and Lady Thomhill 
underwent the same round of ceremony that her sister had 
done before. In the meantime, Sir William's gentleman ap- 
peared to tell us that the equipages were ready to cany us 
to the inn, where eveiyfhing waa prepared for our reception. 
My wife and I led the van, and left those gloomy mansions 
of sorrow. The generous Baronet ordered forty pounds to ' 
be distributed among the prisoners, and Hr. Wilmot, indnced 
by his example, gave half that sum. We were received 
below by the shouts of the villagera, and I saw and shook by 
the hand two or three of my honest parishioners, who wore 
among the nnmber. They attended us to our inn, where a 
snmptuouB entertainment was provided, and provisions were 
distributed in great qnantities among the populace. 

After supper, as my spirits were exhausted by the alter* 
nation of pleasore and pain which they had sustained daring 
the day, I asked permission to withdraw ; and leaving the 
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ootnpaiiy in the midst of tbeir mirth, ts aooa m I £ttaM mf- 
■elf atone, I ponred ont my he«rt in gratitude to the Qiver 
of J07 as well as of wnrow, and Uian slept nndiataibod till 

momiag. 
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Thi next tticmaag, aa toon aa I awaked, I fomd bxj ridwl 
iNm Htting bj mj bedaide, wko eame to i)i<n«aaa my joj 
with ODOthet torn of fortmie is my favor. Fint having 
nleiaed me from the fiaCtlemeat that I had ntsde the day 
before in hia furor, he let me know that my merchant, 
iriio had failed in town, wu arrested at Antwerp, and thera 
liad given np effects to a much greater amount than what 
' was dne ia his orsditora. My boy's generomty plaaaed m* 
(dmoat aa Bnuib aa this milooked-£at gotfd fortme ; but I 
bad some doubts whether I on^ in justice to accept hii 
offer. Wlule I was pondering upon (his, Sir William en- 
tered the room, to whom I communcated my donbt^. His 
opinion wu that aa my son was already poaaeesed of a very 
afBnent fortime by hiS marria^, I might aoc^ hia offer 
without any hesitadon, Ttia businesB, however, wae to in- 
form me tb^ as hehad the night before aent for the licenses, 
*nd expected them every hour, he lu^ed tbtt I would 
•ot refme my aasiatance in "(iiriiig all tbe coO^any ^ppy 
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Ihttt morning. A footibaa antored vhile we were BjleaMiig, 
to teU QB thftt the messeDger was retiirDed ; and as I was by 
this time teaiy, I went down, where I found the whole com- 
pany as meiTj ta afBaence and innocence could mabe them- 
HoweTer, as they were now preparing for a very solemii 
oeremonf, theif laughter entirely displeased tne. I told 
them of the grave, becoming, and sublime deportment the; 
ahould aasome upon this mTstical occasion, and read titeai 
two honulies, and a theeia of my own eompoaing, in ntdec 
to prepare them. Yet they still eeemed perfectly refrac- 
tory and UHgoTernable. Bren as we were going along to 
church, to which I led the way, all grarity had quite for- 
eakea them, and I waa oft«i tempted to tarn back in indig- 
nation. In chori^ a new dilemma arose, which promised 
Do easy Bolntioii. This was, which eouple should be married 
Srst. My son's bride insisted that Lady ThomtuU (that 
wa» to be) should take the leAd ; but this the other refuied 
with equal ai-dor, protestitlg she wotiid not be guilty of such, 
mdenesa for the world. The argument was eupported iot 
some time betwem both wi^ equal obstinacy aod good- 
breeding. But as I stood all this lima with my book ready* 
I was at last quite tired o£ tbe contest, and shnttmg it, "I 
perceiTe," cried I, "that none of you baveamind tobe mar- 
ried, asd I thibk we had as good go back again, for I sup- 
jKMe there will be no buwness done hers to-day." This at 
onc« reduced Uiem to reason. The Bartmet B;nd his lady 
were first married, uid then my son and his lovely pftrtner, 
I had previoosly that moroing given orders that a coaab 
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Bhonld be sent for my honest ne^hbonr Flamboroiigfa and 
his familj ; hj which meane, cpon our retnra to the inn, w« 
had the pleasure of finding the two Misa Flamboroagbs 
alighted before tis, Mr. Jenkinson gave hig hand to the 
ddest, and my son Moees led up the other (and I have since 
found that he haa taken a real liking to the girl, and m; 
consent and hountf he ehsll have, whenever he thinkB proper 
to demand them). We had no sooner letumed to the inn, 
thaa munbers of my parishioners, hearing of my snccess, 
came to congratulate me ; but among the rest were those 
who rose to rescne me, and whom I fonnerlyrebnked with 
each sharpness. I told the story to Sir William, my son-in- 
law, who went ont and reproved them with great severity, 
but finding them quite disheartened by his harsh reproof, he 
gave them htdf-a-gninea apiece to drink his health, and 
raise their dejected spirits. 

Boon after this we were called to a very genteel entertain- 
ment, which was dressed by Mr. Thomhill's cook. And it 
may not be improper to observe, with respect to that gentle- 
man, that he now resides, in qnality of compuiioQ, at a re- 
lation's house, being very well liked, and seldom sitting at 
the side-table, except when there is no room at the other ; 
for they make no stranger of him. His time is pretty mnch 
taken tip in keeping his relation, who is a little melancholy, 
in spirits, and in learning to blow the French horn. Hy 
eldest daughter, however, still remembers him with regret ; 
and she has even told me, thongh I make a great secret 
of it, that when he reforms she may be brought to relent— 
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Bat to retoTD, for I am not apt to digress thus ; when we 
were to ait down to dinner our ceremonies were going to ba 
renewed. The qneetion was, whether my eldest daughter, 
as being a matron, should not sit above the two jonng brides . 
but the debate was cut short by my son GJeorge, who pro- 
posed that the company should sit indiscriminately, every 
gentleman by his lady. This was received with great ap- 
probation by all, excepting my wife, who, I could perceive^ 
was not perfectly satiafled, as she expected to have had the 
pleasure of sitting at the bead of the table, and carving the 
meat for all the company. But, notwithstanding this, it is 
impossible to describe our good humor. I can't say whether 
we had more wit among ns now than usual ; but I am cer- 
tain we had mora laughing, which answered the end as well. 
One jest I particularly remember : old Mr. Wilmot drinking 
to Moses, whose head was turned another way, ray son re- 
plied, " Madam, 1 thank you." Upon which the old gentle- 
man, winking upon the rest of the company, observed, that 
he was thinking of his mistress : at which jest I thought 
the two Miss Flamboroughs would have died with laughing. 
As soon as dinner was over, according to my old custom, I 
requested that the table might be taken away, to have the 
pleasure of seeing all my family assembled once more by a 
cheerful fireside. My two little ones sat upon each knee, 
the rest of the company by their partners. I had nothing 
now on this side of the grave to wish for ; all my cares were 
over ; my pleasure was unspeakable. It now only remained, 
that my gratitude in good fortune should exceed my fonner 
Bubmission in adversity. 

" C,<K,gfc 
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LAURIE'S SHILLING ENTERTAINING LIBRARY 



1.— Roblnamt Onua«. 

^_-_ nTdna,nidbeuitlAillylUutnMd."->2r(>r(kSrlKA 

Ball. 
_ a.— OliriHtinM Taloi. 

TbCT ira BU good taleii, nrltUm In stnyils, nerraiu Isogiuge, uul T«t«4 
in Uiidr mljIfloU— Brave, gay, lively, and Mrero. 

3.— SiitOTf of the Flae:iie, 
" Ferlupa, seit tg bis ' Aobliuaa Crnaoe,' ' De Foe'i SMorj of tlM 
PliBoeof IMU'tioneaf tbBbeitworkiilie Bdltar coDld bandfioseD for 
hlB BpeclBl purpDW or arreatlng tba reiidei'rl aitsntloc by (adtliig Uielc 

" Tba muBtraClom )UTe s grin pover rad quaint hnaniri ThlA its 
wortty of uBie of Uw ben Gennui ikBUbetr—PiHrtat. 
4.— GnUlTOP'B TT&Tel& 
Pdned bom aH obJeoUonabls fun^H, aad UlBMmMI wltk ail HMt- 
elan nil-page engiaTlbga. 

5.— BandfoM and Uertott. 

' Of OODIH Qili la an abridgmont, but It !■ aU tha better tot being n. 

It BQChalni and preserven tbelnte i»lcd atlsntloB of tbe Jarenlle roader by 

glTlng Incidents and tbeir direct leuou wlUiont all tbo didactjci ol Um 

orlgloai,' '-^Soaconformist. 

e.— EtauIiikh Bt Home. 
■ "1^0 doubt wLetbOT any prottfer edition of tbl« dear old boot «M Wer 
ptInMI tlnn tbe one nan pTOcmabla at lbs ' ridlcsloiuly miall amount' 
of one dillllug."— Ain. 

7.— The Bwin runUr Bobinioa. 
"Ttah irork la at lengtb Bmanted to ttaepabllo (tBtlreUnnifiiraitfirtt 
Hnuj In a form so nvised and corrected as, it le pieinimed, tin auUMr 
hinuelf would bare adopted bad be le-vriBea tlw wlulalBtlia l^^ol 
tbe prcsealdaj."— iSuTi. 

8.— Select Aiiaodot«B. 

" Tbc select anccdoles are well cboaen, yaiied In cbaracter, and fun of 

' rntereat ; and they fnmiflti food for heeltby tbongbt as well as occasion 

fbr bearty langMcT. Tbe lUaatraUonn on capKaUy execated."— Iftitem 

MorKbv Stai. 

9.— Pllgirlm'B I'ro grw . I lO^— Vlaw of 'Wakefield. 

THCWAB ItOKBrr, 83, BOTTVERIH OTREET, n-ffipT STRBBT, E.O, 
BHPKOr HABBkAXili * CO., n-AmONIffitf BMri. owKf, kc. 



ELEMENTilRr MO OTHER C9IIUTI0IUL WORKS, 

Sdlted bj JaiBB S. IiACBU H. K. luqnetoi of Bchaols, 

LIUME'S ' STAJmAiD ' mt.TV.fl Qj EEiLIMft BOOKS. 

Tht riBBT '8TAVSABD' BXASES; or, lUw and Vbjmai, 

6i pp. SSrd to 4ULh Tboueuul. Clotb, 4d, 
Tha B£COVD 'SliXSASJt' BEASEZ: or, Btoria of Childiw, 
°4 pp. I3rd ThoDuiid. Clotb, M, 
THIRD 'STAXDABD' ItliA' 
to pp. Wtb to mth Tlumsuid. I 
TLarOTTSTH'STAXDAItD' BBADEB; oi, JftUMUdFUBlilEi, 

l>a pp. IHb ThoniwiKL clooi, it 
TlieriFTH'8TJUn)ABD-aEADEB;0T,PDrtlT udUTUitnn, 

3M pp. IMli Tboiuuid. Clotli, 1>. M. 
Ttu SIXTa 'STABDABD' KEASSK: or, DtMClptlT* BkatdtM, 
a»8pp. atb Tliouaand. CloUi, H. *d. ' ' 

Thfl nuln pfindpla whloh bava dirooti 
' ' B«rlcs ore Ouae :— ibat tbe li 



' Staodard ' B«rlcs ore OittB :— ibat tbe Iiwhu ■bonlil be auffloleiitlj 
eotwtalDlDB to «D>bl« K diUd to read tbon with pl«Biars : tbat tha Ideu 
eipraaed riioold b« not onlj easily IutalllKlbl« In tbemaclTo, but ren- 
dered peiflMtl7 oleir and alilliuit I9 Hta MDploriiMDt of almpla laDBiiaE& 
unlnTolnd grammaUeal oonitmottoDS, abort eanteium, and a cardnl 
arrtamol piuictaatl<ia;tti>twlieDaDMiMlmaitnil>liieDleatod.ItBbonld 
be not axnb mmai In Uaeir, but alio capable of being nnuine^ appre- 
ciated by > child ; and tbatmalLaxoeptllie earlier vidiunea, where Oie 
ntmoMi poaalbl* lartetf li eeeentld, a maiked preDTenee ahoold be glren 
to tbe namtlve itrle. irttether rene 01 pnm. It will be fiund Chat, 
irtilla tlie«iTBiigeiDait alma at Tarle^, the prcgnmloti of Hie lesBoua li 
DOironnl; eaay and padnal ; and tli^ whlfe beliig qiedfloally Bdapled 
to Ibe "Bnued Oode^" the acrlee Ii named Id u oauprebenhlTe ind 



"WeAaaOdgi 



Ugreatly falllntbedntyweowefioDrreaden.Wflreweiiot 

X reoiHumend the ' Btandard BeadeTB' to tbelr attention. jLi a Mt of 
reading hooka, tta^ uo aulneotly adapted ror ttaeir purpoee, and the cat 
li lery ■naderate,''—i'eawi /or ilu SChoolnuuUr. 

"The ■ Standard B.'Bden' are cbarBctBrlsed bf varle^, frasbneH, iliD- 
pllcity, ud Interest, atLd we therefore recomm^xd them. ' — Educatiaial^ 



Froipeodi* and Spteimai pagu on appHoitliiii, 



KBAQDIQ VOB TSWAUT BOBOOIA, 
Lurls't ' BbuKUrd ' Prbner ; or, luj HomtMMk. 89 pp. Utli 

Tboosand, wwed Ifl , cloth 3d. 
■■ Botb tbn plan and emntloii on Kmni and good, and thoron^lT 
sdivted (o pnHnoU tme progrsH In cbe dlfflCQlt art ariettrnlng to read.'' 
Tbe 'Stamdjird' BvriM of B«adin|: Sli««ti. PdUo iIh, per Set of 

. _ ■- .» ..J .^ (jQ boards, M -■* 



TlHH broadsliilea lOnn a reprint ot the '■ Standard Primer " 
_. „__^ _.._^ eoolalm abundanoe erf maWer, andtlia Bet I 



me. 



FOB COLLEQES JtUD UISSLB-CLASS BCHOOLa AXD THB 
HIOHER GLA9SB3 OF PHIUAILY SOUOOLS. 

UURIE'S FIBSr-CUSS SUPPLEMEilTARY READERS, 

fep. MO., eloM, gat Utttrtd. 
SketohMof theEngUiliCanititiLtioii. 9epp.,l(, 

madelnaagmallacomiiaBB. Thebook Ig Terj-resdable, and It* otHlEf 
will extend tor Oejond the lohoQl-roonL"— J.«*n«utii, 

SketchM of Political Zconomy. 96 pp., la. 

" Admirable treatises an tbe Constitution, tlie law, and tbe pollly ot 
Hug! null -—.liiimrtyrd Merimri/, 

" Olear and able digest of tlie eabjeotii dlscnssed. . . . Well adapted 
to beoome a popular oand-book." — Mi^ianA Countio^ BerOi^ 



Otlier Works bj 
Ltmrle'B Hamua of Oeograplir, 138 pp. limp Bd., dotli la. 

Aim In parta. t ■ " " _...-_ 

Dependencln, 

ompact little .. _.._^__.^ .„__ 

ifa— not dry and npulaive, ai abort sMtntoU o[ knoirledge onzall; 

BniTABLB FOE lODDLE-CLASS AHD HIOTTim SCHOOLS, ASD 

PRIVATE BTUDBBTS. 

Lanrle'i Se Tiria Dlutrlbu DrbU Bonue: being a Laidn 

Keadlng-book. With Kotaa and a Tocsbnlarf . Foolscap Svo., ohith, 



WRITING-EXERCISE BOOKS. 
Lanle'* ' BUaidftrd ' Ti1tlBg>IsneiM Booki, An Bcbpol and Hcmt . 

Sr '"»& Iixuin, ODiof H.U.IniIiK(enoI8<!h«>li. 
Boou I. una It. (in ooe), 40 pp. id...*llh Sud-bQok of 40 Lawn, Ud. 

Book III 60 „ Sd... „ «0 „ «d. 

Booi rtr. 80 „ Md. „ BO „ 4M. 

Boon V. 100 „ 41... „ 100 „ el 

BwE TI. 13S „ 4id. „ 1«S „ ed. 

Eicb of ttm Hud-booki nuiT bcbudapiut bom"The'Writliig-Eiarciu 
Bookg":— Biwk*J.HidU.,ld. Booltlll., l^l- Biwl[iy.,M. BeokV., 
3id. Book VL, 3d. 

Th«< bookfl Are intended to Bopplant t^ erct^re anployment of HlHtn 
finwritten owroiem, toboiupplnnmlary loUieumj»l"oopy book," "id to 
1m uud dUui fbr k1u»1 oc Immo Bxerdiie i«pu«tel:r> or bii bothpnrpo.et 

NouIt (wj Laun (Im la llw Hend-booka oontajni K 
BwUa i ud tfea SpelUnx Hmtdne, btn and then intair-" 
•nfs to voida dnnnuii^ miagpcilt Thm alM milmaa 

^Q» pupil, 

ARITHMETIC BOOKS. 
lAnrie'i'Standard' XAnnftl of Arithmetic, Thsaratlckl and Prao- 

tictf. IMpp., llBD, Bd.; oloth, Ik OrlnFoiii, AdaplodloUiewTan' 
SlBodwds or tlie Hati»d Coda, u fbUon ;~ 
XaitiLudlL (Inon«),tliBBimpls | FerlV., Bedni:tioii.fti!.,S3pp. lU. 
Biil».Mpp ^..„. ...... Id. I>>rt VI., Aoooonci, FtKluHk 

.. Id. P»n ViL^thoHighMBiiiBi 



J4pp lo. I 

A Xaj • eonUlntRg Annran tp til tin SmccUm in a* Studiid 



Tbs Standard AilUmietioil Cardi, contalalBg 1600 Sniiia fron 
Bimpto AddiUoB to fnulioa : Six Oudi, fiica. p«r wt, U. j pa dol- 
ed. 1 ps gnu, II 

A Esy to the abort. Priu ed. 

Lanrls'i CalonlatoT and Lotter Box : adapt«d to tlM Joint pnrpOHi 
of Teuhing tba Rudunmilaat Buding byraoiuuariC<rTBble Wadij 
Wid also tha Fmt Frinciplaa of Mombw, Homani ion, FmSHoia, At., 
an ■ Conorata EyR*B. With ■ Hand-book oflutnutiouaudEiiicdm 
""'-"""- "r oona^uoM of awaat oadtt, prloe Urn. Sd. 

THOMAS MCRBT, 19, BOTJTZBIK BTREBirFIXET BTBXIIT, SXL 
SJMSKJS & OD., SXATIONBIUI' HAUi OOUBX, £.0. 



I« no* Ml*., /Oebeap Sw.. prU« IM. aloA, ea<A q^ vftfeh FoliinKt 



THB flEiDUAXKD BSRIBS OF 
SGADING-LESSOX BOOi 



AcbipMU •« ft FTOKmalT* Oonru of Kekd'cfc, fsr mH timff of 

Edited bj J. a. Laurib, H.M. Inipector of Schoola. 
riRST STEPS TO READING : being an Introduction to tbeQradn- 
at«d S«rla. Fart I. prloe Sd. ; Fart IL price Sd., Hwed, i>r, price liM. 
cloth, ■trangl]' bonud.* 

PiRST BOOI, IM psges, SsTontli Bdltion 1 

Beoqmd Book, IM pages, Blith Edition 1 I 

Third Book, 311 paga,aiiCli Edition 3 

VocHTQ BoosL, UOpagea, Slith EdttlQQ } S 

TUTH BOOK, 4M pagee, Beoond BdltlOD ( 

TUa Kiiea of Readlns Booka la canTallr adapited (tmosliont to tfaa 
broader and talgfaer nqnmmmta of modem edocaUan. Ifis FIts Book* 
are amaged, eMb In corrcapondlng asctiona, on ■ wrial and naUtam 
•cMne of ptntteMlve, j«( oonatantlj Tarled, aelecUona. Book I. conalata 
of Tbrmea anddreaiae atorlca, fabln and parablea, and abort rimple tain, 
^ wltlila Uw ttiinpnihmslaii otoUUrea vhobaTemasteredtheantatapa 
In reading. BOOX IL CODtalna miacellanlea, tolea of adTenture, imogllia- 
tlTB UHl real, aueodotea in nalural blator;, and tellid poeUT,r— all pM- 
Itminarr to ttifl Third Book. Book In. compriMa lUerai^ aelectlona In 
prose and Tsrae, dMeriptlia truvel, uatoral hlkorf (wltb referenoe to the . 
prerlont aectloD), aBd nsrratlres of English blMorr. BooE IV., to vhloh 
tba Third Book 1* InuodactorT. IB a furthar extenuon of the same general 
plan, irlth the addltiOD of a dlilalon on the more popoUi breoiDbu at 
natnrkl adenoe and phfaica, aoqiiEntlally arranged. Boos V., which 
OOfOidatea the course, fomu a further adiahce and a completion of tb* 
■eneral plan, and alms at answering the pructlcal purpoeea of a olaaa- 
Cook of later Engllah llieratnre. 
•(* Of thli sariea of Beadlng-Iinson Books, npwarda <d 76,IM Tolnmea 
have alreadj been sold. 



"Ur, Lanrle'a excellent ■ Oradnated Berin of Readlng-Leaaon Bo( 
has met with great and well-deeerved snceeeo."— AOi«n«Hm. 

Bet of Broadalde Ebeete, ^oe tt. M.; or, prloe 



mooated on Cardboard. Iron 






hOSDOSs 

UaSOMAS, OKBEN, LONOUAN, BOBBETS, IKS OBXEB, 

TATESSOStEB. BOW. 



EDUCATIONAL MUSICAL WORKS, 



NEW TUNES TO CHOICE WORDS. 

Third StUtion, foolieap Siv., elolS fiii, U. Dd. 
Also in Fddt nDmben. at S<L ndi. or 3l M. per doc. ConUiniDe thirtT- 
t*o auy SoluKl Bongt, he oius taOi cft four toIom. wi(b hinti on llieii o- 

" Mr. Umtiy hu urtninlf t«en moat raaxtML It t> d KdWl Ida to 
Uuli •rprodon by muni of nev tanMi U tlMM tniiM an good oiua, auoti 
■I Ut. Unrbj-L"— Fvpil HHcto-. 

O-Ewn en.. 230 pat"- <'bU toonlt, ffilt, Ii. «d. 

THE MUSICAL STUDENT'S MANUAL 

OB IIT TWO DIVISIONB : 
I^irlaliin I., tad BdiUon, Ilj BtTitioall., la. 
Tbli irark conlaiu ft eomplata onme of DutncUon 
inoDti of th* theotr of mniio, comMnad wlili ft mmiiiol 



X wpAolftTlT dlnot«d tomrda fbm' 
ftde&rlnu^bt to the 



•oils of bolllMXH with ft dear In^^bt to the esHncial aim 
Thllett points out vltb oonniendible dlitinctneM the i 

mode of obtaining ths denied koDirledBfl. Tha lEsrner fsgl 

pftaj Tith ft fUloT-atndent, vho beiog a}ighlJy in tlia adTftnae, blnndlj 

Dflokou him on," — CHCJOt 

eixin-fimr paga, royal Xsid., 2«d SdUiiM, prict It. limp ; out li. U. 

RHYMES, JINGLES, AND SONGS, 

For ITuraeiiea and Infant Soliaola. 

Containing M Pi«aai, iritb Mono for Toioa ftnd piftoo. 
Kdlted bT <r. S. I>AUBIE. 
"V* can hardly nftmeont of Ifr. Lanria'a 



n than in Qua ono, wbioh ia ao irall calcnlited to axftta tha toutlb 

.t in adapting ace 
1 afpn^ziate."*- 



imajcination, and daralop tba afTeotioaB. Mr, Murby, aJao, has done hli 
part wall, not only in preaerTing many traditional airs, but in adapting and ' 
eompoaing oUion, whidli an at onca hamonioott and afpn^ziate."* — 
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